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An Archaeological Study of the Early
Cities in the Three Gorges Region

The Chinese historical period archaeology is mainly focused on tombs, cit-
ies, and rock cave temples. Especially, nearly all of the archaeological research
of the cities is concentrated on the capital cities of each dynasty. Thus, the re-
search of the basic social structures, the city or town level, is still a weak link
till today.

This book uses the Three Gorges region as example, provided a multi—as-
pect of the development, formation and characteristics of the cities from Tang
dynasty to the middle Northern Song. As a historical period archaeological mon-
ograph, the book used abundant new archaeological materials of the Three Gor-
ges region. Through analyzes and compares the vast archaeological materials to
keep this book’ s structure on the archaeological materials analysis. The book
introduces the layouts, architectural spaces, cultural outlooks, types and peri-
odization of the typical cities in the Three. Gorges region systemically, and es-
tablished a preliminary space— time structure of the archaeology of the cities
during Tang and Song dynasties in this region. It divides the early cities in the
Three Gorges region into three periods, the early period, the formative period,
and the developing period based on the archaeological analysis of different con-
structions in that region, including administration buildings, temples, work-
shops, kilns, stores and so on. This book points out that all of the early cities in
the Three Gorges region were built beside rivers, used docks as their extended
spaces, and well related to the other settlements around there which formed a

special spatial settlements’ form of that region.
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This book widely combines the archaeological and historical materials to
study the questions about the social economics during Tang and Song dynasties,
It analyzes the reasons of the formation of the cities in the Three Gorges region
by both the cultural geographic conditions and the physical geographic condi-
tions in details. Especially some important facts, such as the growth of popula-
tion size at the mid—late Tang dynasty, northern immigrations to the southern

region, the affection of the well salt’ s distribution, and so on.
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