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PREFACE

Bordering on the South China Sea, Guangdong is
reputed as the Southern Gate of China. With a
population of over 62 million, the province covers
an area 178 000 square kilometres extending
across the tropical and sub-tropical zones. It has
magnificent landscape, heroic people that bring
glory to the place and good products from the
earth that are nature’s treasures.

The province is hilly and mountainous, lacking in
water resources and cultivated land. Forestry de-
velopment can be traced back to ancient times.
According to historical records, by the end of Yin
Dynasty (about 1 000 BC) Guangdong had
already been covered with miles after miles of
dense forests. Most of the people lived and
laboured by the rivers and mountains, scoring a
history of civilization and creating a splendid cul-
ture.Due to the interaction of complicated factors,
ranging from political, economic, military, to
ideological ones, forest resources was gradually
destroyed with the lapse of time. Old China left,
Guangdong a scene of devastation with sparse
and poor forests.

Since the founding of New China, the Chinese
Communist Party and the People’'s Government
have attached great importance to forestry. The
leading forces have been strengthened and fore-
stry institutions established at all levels. A series
of policies, laws and regulations have been prom-
ulgated to mobilize as well as organize the people
from all walkse of life to take part in the national
afforestation campaign. As a result, remarkable
achievements have been gained. Forestry has be-
come an integrated industry containing afforesta-
tion, forest management, forestry policy and pro-
tection, logging & transportation, forest products
processing, survey and planning, science & tech-
nology and education as well, which constitute an
important part of the National economy.

Since the Third Plenary Session of the 11th Con-
ference of the Chinese Communist Party, Guang-
dong has taken the lead in carrying out the policy
of reform and opening to the outside world in the

country. Forestry has entered into a new stage of
development. In November 1985, the Guangdong
Provincial Committee of CCP and the Provincial
Government adopted a resolution on speeding up
afforestation and covering the province with trees
at the fastest rate possible. After five years of
arduous effort the people of Guangdong have
planted trees on all the barren hills and mountains
that are suitable for afforestation. In March 1991,
Guangdong was awarded “Number One Province
in Waste Mountain Afforestation” by the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party and
the State Council. It is the reform and open policy
that has spurred forestry, however, in return,
forestry has contributed t& the creation of a
favourable environment for the implementation of
the reform and open policy. The ecological, eco-
nomic, and social efficiency of afforestation is
being demonstrated in its full scope and recog-
nized by more and more people with each pas-
sing day.

At present, forestry in Guangdong has progressed
to a new period of overall recovery and con-
tinuous development. However, the road of prog-
ress is not smooth. We must carry forward our
achievements by overcoming difficulties and mak-
ing persistent efforts. We must be full of confi-
dence to attain the goal of “To have Guangdong
Afforested in ten years” and expand forest re-
sources in a still better way in Guangdong. The
publication of The Photo Album of Afforstation in
Guangdong today is aimed at publicising the great
achievements in forestry so that the public will

‘become better informed. Consequently, they will

be more concerned of and give their further sup-
port to forestry. Only then can the great cause of
afforestation and greening the motherland be
handed down from generation to generation. May
the vast land of Guangdong be evergreen!

Li Zhan

Vice Director of Guangdong Afforestation Committee
Party Secretary of the Forestry Department of Guangdong
Province
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Guangdong has shown its increasing importance as a window
for China's reform and open policy. However, a sharp con-
trast exists between the economic growth and the deteriorat-
ing eco—environment. Guangdong had remained one of the
provinces with utmost barren mountains and hills in south
China.

The Guangdong Provincial Committee of CCP and the Provin-
cial Government, with far—sightedness and boldness of vision
and a realistic spirit, made a strategic decision in November
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The Greening Revolution

1985-To Have Trees Planted on the Barren Mountains and
Hills in Five Years and Guangdong Afforested in Ten Years—
raising the curtain to the greening revolution in the pro-
vince.

Afforestation is an enormous systematic project. Each year, a
working conference for the mountainous areas is held by the
Provincial Committee of CCP and the Provincial Government
for mobilizing the whole society to participate in greening
activities. Leaders at various levels and departments set up
their afforestation plots down to the grassroot level to bring
the masses along. A system of pilot afforestation plots was
set up, stipulating a specified responsibility for officials at
county level during their office terms. Furthermore, strict
awards and real penalties are practiced with the annual in-
spection and appraisal. Simutaneously, the state has in-
creased its investment of funds to forestry, and funds are
also raised through various channels and masses are encour-
aged to invest their labour so as to accelerate afforestation
campaign.

The people in Guangdong worked hard in five years’ time,
have planted trees on 50 million mu of waste moun-
tains and hills that are suitable for afforestation.  The affore -
station area have increased to 123 million mu from 50 mil -
lion mu in the early years after the founding of New China,
while tree coverage rate rises to 48.9% from 17.6%. As a
result, forest resources has entered a sound cycle in which,
forest growth outpaces timber consumption.

The vast expanse of land in Guangdong has shown vitality.
Led by the Chinese Communist Party, the people are con-
tinuing their writing of new chapters for “To have Guangdong
afforested in ten years”.
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THE EIGHTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE
OF THE AFFORESTATION COMMITTEE
(ENLARGED) HELD IN GUANGZHOU
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Mr. Lin Ruo addressing the conference
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Mr. Ling Botang speaking at the conference
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A visit to the pilot afforestation plot of Mr. Lin Ruo
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Mr. Gao Dezhan, Minister of Ministry of Forestry visiting Yangjiang
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TO DEVISE STRATEGIES WITH
THOROUGH INVESTIGATION AND
PRACTICE
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Representatives
planting trees around
the Tower Marking
the Tropic of Cancer
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Mr. Ye
Xuanping
in Meizhou
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Mr. Lin Ruo
in Fengshun
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Mr. Ling
Botang

in Meixian
County




