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Foreword

Soong Ching Ling (1893-1981), wife of Dr.Sun Yat-sen, the forerunner
of the Chinese democratic revolution, was the honorary chairman of the
People’s Republic of China and a great fighter for patriotism, democracy,
internationalism and communism.

The glorious name of Soong Ching Ling is closely connected with
Chinese history in the last hundred years. The radiance of her noble
character and sterling integrity will light the generations. She had the good
qualities of surpassing intellect, noble sentiments, staunch will and
indomitable fortitude. She was born in a unique family and lived in the
unique historical environment characteristic of China in those days. With her
unique social position at her command, she was irreplaceable in the unique
contributions that she alone could have made towards the Chinese
revolution. She had made the signal contributions to the emancipation of the
people, the unity of our various nationalities and the unification of the
nation, and accomplished the great achievements in the cause of world
peace, enhancing friendship among peoples and the welfare of women and
children, and for that she enjoyed the love and esteem of the Chinese people
and was revered by peoples all over the world, who love peace, as a paragon
of virtue, a gem of the nation, and the greatest woman of the 20th century.

Though her ancestral home was in Wen Chang County, Guang Dong
Province (now Hai Nan Province), Soong Ching Ling was born in Shanghai,
grew up in Shanghai and lived most of her life in Shanghai. She loved
Shanghai and cherished a special affection for Shanghai. In compliance with
her will, her ashes are buried in Shanghai.

Shanghai people love Soong Ching Ling dearly and will always cherish
the memory of Soong Ching Ling. On the occasion of the 100th anniversary
of Soong Ching Ling's birthday, we dedicate this photo album to all friends
at home and abroad who respect her, cherish her memory, and wish to
emulate her!
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Soong Ching Ling at her childhood
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Soong Ching Ling was born in Shanghai on January 27, 1893 (the
tenth day of the 12th lunar month in the 18th year of Guang Xu of Qing
Dynasty). Her family was from Wen Chang County, Guang Dong Province
(now Wen Chang County, Hai Nan Province).

Gifted and intelligent, she worked assiduously at her studies. She was
widely read, showing a particularly keen interest in literature and history. She
also loved music, and was quite good at playing the piano.

In 1900, when she was 7, Soong Ching Ling entered Shanghai’s
McTyeire Girl’'s School.

In 1907, Soong Ching Ling, at the age of 14, left Shanghai for the
United States to receive her education. She first learned English at a private
school in Summit, New Jersey, and then studied in the Department of Arts
of the Wesleyan College for Women in Macon, Georgia. The school is partly
funded by the Methodist Church. In 1913, Soong Ching Ling graduated
with a B. A. degree.

Though she was studying in a foreign country, Soong Ching Ling
always paid close attention to political situations in home. When she learned
that the 1911 Revolution led by Sun Yat-sen had succeeded and the
Republic of China was founded, she was so excited that she hung on the
wall of her room the five-colour flag of the new Republic of China which
her father had sent to her. She rejoiced at the realization of the republican
system.
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Soong Ching Ling in her girlhood.
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Soong Yao Ru (Charlie J. Soong).
Soong Ching Ling's father, who
was born in 1866 in Wen Chang
County, Guang Dong Province
(now Wen Chang County, Hai
Nan Province), and who studied
in the United States in his early
years, was a patriotic missionary.

In 1892, he got acquainted with
Sun Yat-sen and became one of
the first adherents of Sun Yat-sen's
democratic revolution. He frequen-
tly gave financial support to Sun
Yat-sen’s revolutionary activities.
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Ni Gui Zhen, Soong Ching Ling's
mother, whose ancestral home
was inYuYao,Zhe Jiang Province
was a pious Christian and a
descendant of Xu Guang Qi, a
famous scientist of Ming Dynasty
Virtuous and accomplished, she
gave birth to three daughters and
three sons who were, in the order
they came, Soong Ai Ling, Soong
Ching Ling. Soong Zi Wen, Soong
Mei Ling, Soong Zi Liang, Soong
Zi An.
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Soong's ancestral home in Wen
Chang County.
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A desk lamp made of conch shells
and a tea set carved out of
coconut, gifts from the people of
Wen Chang County, Soong Ching
Ling’s native place.
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A silver shield, presented to Ni Gui
Zhen by her relatives as a gift, on
which were engraved the words:
“the fame of the children reflects
the virtues of the mother.”
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A photo of the whole family taken

in Shanghai in 1917. Soong Zi An
(front); Soong Ching Ling. Soong
Zi Wen and Soong Ai Ling(se-
cond row, from right to left);
Soong Mei Ling, Ni Gui Zhen,
Soong Yao Ru, Soong Zi Liang
(back row, right to left).
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Soong Ching Ling was born in
Shanghai on January 27,1893.
These are the places in which
Soong Ching Ling lived in her
early years. 8: the site of Soong's
residence in the city proper of
Chuan Sha County. 9 : No.628c
(now No0.630) East Yu Hang
Road, the site of Soong's re-
sidence in Shanghai

DRSS WBHAHE

~
~



