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1- Vigil of the Cemetery' Dog
T BT

Jé Susan Chernak McElroy
7l - R« ERREHE

My seventeen-year-old son was killed in a diving accident. Only a parent who has
lost a child can understand the personal devastation®. The evening before the accident,
I happened to drive by our local cemetery. Sitting next to the fence was a stray dog. She
sat on a small knoll between two trees, seemingly waiting for someone. She looked like a
bedraggled’ red fox. Little did I know that three days later I would be burying my son on
the exact spot where the little dog waited.

On the day of my son’s funeral service, I saw the little dog again. She was standing a
short distance away from where we gathered at the cemetery. The next moming, just before
dawn, I went to visit my son’s grave for the first time. And sitting beside the mound of
flowers at his graveside was the little red dog. As I approached, she rose and stepped back
a few feet, as if in respect. When I sat on the ground by the grave, she came back and sat
beside me, not touching me or asking for attention for herself. She seemed to just “be there”
for me. Together we watched the sun rise, and I felt a slight touch of peace. I arose and she

walked me back to my car, then returned to my son’s grave and lay down on it. The next

TUERIE - YRR



PRT 1 Bhishots

morning was a repeat of the first. There she was, nestled* beside the flowers. As she sat
beside me, I ran my hand down along her back. She was slightly wet, as if from night dew.
“You have been here all night?” I asked. She answered with a slight wag of her tail. “What
are you? Some kind of a guardian angel?” She turned toward me and looked at me with
eyes that seemed to reach my very soul. I began to cry and tell her of my terrible pain, and
she sat and listened.

The next morning, there she was. Beginning to think of someone besides myself, I had
brought a bowl of food and some water for her. Apparently someone else had noticed that
little dog was doing twenty-four-hour duty, because there was a bow!] of water by the grave.
Knowing that my son wasn’t alone, that he had this small dog with him, began to give me
comfort. [ remembered that several years before, my son and a friend had rescued a small
red dog that had been shot with an arrow. My son named her Callie, and she stayed on as a
beloved pet until an untimely accident took her life.

After about a week, I took the cemetery dog home with me. Strangely enough, she
was quiet and subdued. I couldn’t think of a name for her. Then one day, I said, “You know
something? You look just like old Callie.” It was as if Id hit a magic switch. “Callie” stood
up and, tail wagging’ furiously, ran over to me and put her paw up on my knee. It was as if
she had finally “come home”.

Who is this dog who showed me my son’s cemetery plot, and then did round-the-clock
sentry duty when my son was laid to rest there? Who is this dog who was there to help me
through the greatest trauma of my life, who now shares my home and helps fill the lonely
moments? Is there such a thing as reincarnation, and are dogs reincarnated? I don’t know. I
just know that she came into my life in a very mysterious way. My other dogs couldn’t give
me the comfort that this little red dog did, and still does.

Callie has since become TDI (Therapy Dogs International)-certified. I take her on

cemetery n. (JEHE) b, 2E
devastation n. $& X

bedraggled adj. #L.%, REF&

nestle v&. & vi. 4FiE BB E R T 4&; KR
wag vt & vi. (1£) &3, #42
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regular visits to our local nursing home where she has become the “adopted dog”. I am very
proud of Callie. During the days following the Oklahoma bombing, TDI-certified dogs—

including my Callie—were taken to the rescue center and to the church where victims’

_ families were waiting. Callie, with her gentle way, made many friends. In an especially

4

touching moment, a medical worker sat on the floor with her arms around Callie, petting
her and sharing her personal pain. It reminded me of myself as I sat with Callie at my son’s
grave only last June. I’d never thought one way or another about angels or guardians but

now I know there is such a thing.
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2 A Dog with a Message from God
s

Geri experienced some severe setbacks in her life. She’d had a child die of sudden
infant death syndrome (SIDS) and since that tragedy, had lost her faith in God. When Geri
and her husband divorced, she became even angrier with God over that loss. One day,
her stepdaughter visited Geri. She said that Geri’s ex-husband was dying of liver cancer.
This news plunged Geri into a terrible depression bordering on despair. But her sense of
abandonment was about to be compounded.

Geri had adopted a Saint Bernard named Misty. When the dog was a year old, Geri
sent her to instructors for obedience training at their home. The couple left for the weekend,
and Misty dug out of her pen', wandering into nearby woods. Although Geri didn’t know it
at the time, this happened on the same day that she learned of her ex-husband’s illness.

The trainers thought that Misty would return so they waited until the following week to
notify Geri that the dog was gone. Because this was hunting season, Geri was worried that
Misty would be killed. Her husband took their other dog to the woods to search for Misty.
He hoped he’d meet her as she tried to get back home. But Misty was nowhere to be found.

Geri writes, “Losing Misty reopened my unhealed wounds. Now I thought that Misty

was going to be one more creature I loved who would be taken away from me. In spite of

6 | MEgik - IVER
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my anger toward God, each day I prayed for Misty’s return. But I truly didn’t think I'd ever
see her again.”

It was now five days since Misty had been gone. Geri’s seven and eight-year-old sons
waited outside their house for the school bus. To their surprise and delight a worn-out Misty
joined them. The dog had not only survived for almost a week but had traveled eight miles
through rough terrain, streams, lakes, and woods where she’d never been before, to return
home.

“I thanked God,”Geri says, “and realized that this dog had restored my belief in a
God who cares about me. She’d dug her way out on the day I’d been so depressed over
grieving about my ex-husband and remembering the loss of my child. It was as if she knew
I needed her. She’d traveled such a long way to deliver the message that I wasn’t alone or
abandoned.” .

But Misty’s mission as an angel animal wasn’t finished. When the dog was pregnant
and about to give birth to her first litter’, Misty did something that confounded Geri.
Mother dogs will typically find a private place to nestle and have their pups. But Misty did
the opposite. As if she was trying to give Geri the life she’d lost when her own infant son
had died, Misty climbed up on top of Geri and settled down on the woman’s abdomen. One-
by-one, the dog delivered her litter of puppies right there! Geri says she didn’t dare move
but lay on the sofa in awe at the gift Misty seemed to be attempting to give her.

Do angel animals serve as messengers letting you know that you are loved? Has an
angel anim.al given you hope when you were grieving? Is there someone you could comfort
as the angel animals among us so often do?

In Cat-e-Chisms, Feline’ Answers to Life’s BIG Questions, which uses cats as models
for spirituality, author Bill Zimmerman writes, “Provide tranquility* for others with your
comforting presence. Don’t hesitate to help them in their time of need.”

Isn’t this what angels do? Even if they’re the furry, fuzzy, or feathery kind.

1. penn H, Hiz

litter n. & F4p; 3K, Hdl, &£E; —F
feline adj. 3¢ () &) n. - 9
tranquility #. T#

bl
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Unwanted Shelter Dog Becomes Lifesaver

aHFKR, SHo#

Glenda M. Locke
ALK « M= B

She is just a small mixed-breed dog, short of stature, ordinary in looks, but beneath
her fur beats the heart of a hero.

Melmo Varnell is a small mixed-breed dog that belongs to William and Linda Varnell
of Oak Ridge. She obviously has some terrier in her background, perhaps some feist', but
mostly she is all heart.

You see, Melmo has taught her herself to alert Linda when she is about to have a grand
mal’ seizure’. Without Melmo, Linda would have a restrictive, unsafe life lived in fear.

Melmo started life as a refugee from the Oak Ridge Animal Shelter. She had been
adopted, but her new owner couldn’t manage her. He was about to return her to the shelter,
when he thought of his friends William and Linda, who had just lost a dog.

It was not a perfect fit immediately. Melmo was headstrong* and liked to run way. In
fact, the couple had to chase her down and rescue Melmo from the Oak Ridge Turnpike.

Soon after the chase, however, a bond began to form between Linda and Melmo. “I
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think she just sensed I was a human to be trusted,” Linda said. “I reckon we bonded pretty
quickly.”

Within a week Melmo was walking on a leash and was housebroken®. Within two
weeks she was obeying simple commands.

But her biggest test was still ahead.

Linda has hormone-based grand mal seizures that often occur dramatically and rapidly
with little or no warning. One day when she was home with Melmo, one of the terrifying
attacks occurred and frightened the small dog badly. She ran to'Linda’s side and began
licking her face and snuggling as closely as she could to her. It was avsight she was not to
forget.

William took over the story at that point,

“About 15 minutes before Linda had her next seizure Melmo began circling around
her, walking between her legs, whining and paw‘ing at her,” he said.

“I had started to feel strange,” Linda said. “I laid down. I knew something wasn’t
right.”

Melmo followed Linda to the bed and lay right atop® Linda. She refused to get down
or move. Seconds later, Linda had another terrifying seizure.

Now Melmo always let Linda know when a seizure is imminent, making it possible for
Linda to lead a more normal life. Now she can drive, use the mixer or sewing machine and
shop—all things she was nervous about doing before the advent’ of Melmo.

“She is just a remarkable little dog,” William said. She has received an honorable
mention award from the Tennessee Veterinary Association as Dog of the Year and she is

now recognized as a certifiable® service dog, complete with her own identification card.

. >
1, feistn <¥(> /0J); RAHA; FREAHA
2. maln <#> %, HpB; R
3. seizwren #4E, FI, dv; (BARB)VRREXE
4. headstrong adj. 1£H:5y, M &6 B
5. housebroken adj. E#AF4; HARE; SH ke
6. atopprep. f£------ TRk
7. adventn. i, F|k
8. certifiable adj. TTRIERS, TIEWE, THIAL
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