Hainan— A Jade in South China Sea
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Foreword

Hainan is the Southern-most province of China. Hainan Island, the main body of the province, is like an
exquisitely carved jade shining in the vast blue waves of the South China Sea.

The territory of Hainan Province consists of Hainan Island, Xisha, Zhongsha , Nansha Islets and their sea
areas. The province has an overall land area of 34,000 square kilometers, a sea area of 2,100,000 square
kilometers, and a coastline of 1,528 kilometers. At the end of 2000, the population of the province was 7,867,500.

Hainan is the largest special economic zone of China. Since its establishment as a province and a special
aconomic zone in 1988, Hainan has experienced rapid economic growth and social development, resulting in
the significant strengthening of its economy. The policies and infrastructure supporting Hainan's open economy
are also being developed on an ongoing basis. The new pattern of industrial development and the constant
implementation of in-depth reforms contribute to the improvement of the population's quality of life.

With multifarious natural advantages, including a tropical monsoon and maritime climate, Hainan has become
the first "Ecological Province" of China. The well-preserved forests and vegetation provide animals, plants and
microorganisms with the most advantageous conditions. Developed in a sustainable way, it is the first province
in China with the stated objective of becoming an ecological province; Hainan began to implement that program
in 1999. Its overall environmental quality is one of the best of China, with an air quality of Class A, and a woodland
coverage of 55 per cent of its territory.

In addition to an emerging tropical high-value agricultural base, Hainan is also a resort island for recreation
and tourism, as well as a high-technology industrial base. The Island is known as the largest "Tropical Treasure
Land" of China. Abundant sunshine and water resources provide excellent conditions for the development of
modern high-value agriculture. The unique cultures and customs of the Li and Miao nationalities, along with
the green mountains, clear rivers, blue seas, charming coasts, silver beaches, rich tropical products, terrestrial
heat and hot spring resources, together lay a solid foundation for the development of a diversified ecological
tourist and recreational destination filled with regional flavors.

Hainan exhibits to the world an increasingly brilliant outlook and beautiful features.
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Charming Seaside Resort with
Coconut Palms, Breezes and Seas
Hainan Island is also known as the "Island of
Coconut", and bears that symbol. Coconut
Palms are seen everywhere, along the
seashore, in the cities and the countryside,
harmoniously matching the blue sea and cool
sea breezes, depicting the delightful scene of

a seaside resort.
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W #E U1 i The Returning Fishermen from the South China Sea




The Rising Sun Seen from Gaolong Bay




