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The highway running east from Sichuan to Hunan comes, just west of
the border, to Chatong, a small town in the hills. Nearby a stream flows past
a small pagoda, at the foot of which lives a solitary household: an old man, a
girl and a dog. )

The stream winds down three /i or so through the rocks to join the big
river at Chatong, and once you cross the water it is only one /i over the hills
to the town. Since the channel curves like a bow, the path through the hills,
like a bow-string. is slighﬂ?'éhortéf.%e stream bed, sonfte twenty feet wide,
is made up or powaers. In places the quiet waters are too deep for ato
reach the bottom, yet so clear that you can count the fish swimming there.
The water level\fluctuatesBconsiderably, and while there is no money to
build a bridge a #¥T\aas been provided, a barge which holds about twenty

—
men and horses——mbre than that and it has to make a second trip. A mov-

ble iron hoop is attached to a bamboo post in the bow while a hawserfSpany
able iron hoop is attached to a bamboo post in the bow while a hawse @
the stream. To cross, all you need do is slip the hoop over the hawser and
pull yourself slowly to the other side. As the boat nears the bank, the ferry-
man with a shout of “Steady, now!" i€aps r@e holding the hoop; then
passengers and horses disembark to disappear over the hills. Since this ferry
—————
is public property, no toll is paid. If some well-meaning passenger tosses

down a few coins, the ferryman picks them up one by one and thrusts them
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