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Abstract

This paper makes a systematic and comprehensive description of
phonetic and syntactic features of Contemporary Chinese rhetorical ques—
tion. On the basis of Conversational .Implicature Theory, Neo—~Gricean
Conversational Implicature Theory, Speech Act Theory, Indirect Speech
Act Theory, Relevance Theory and Logic Inference, the paper proposes
semantic and pragmatic conditions for using the rhetorical question, con—
structs generative inodel hypothesis of the rhetorical question, tests the
hypothesis with linguistic facts, and then uses the model to make reason—
able explanations on syntax, semantics and pragmatics of the rhetorical
question.

On the basis of thorough description, the paper makes an exhaustive
induction of 37 types of rhetorical questions and presents the special tone
type: extra high tone and high falling tone. Stress patterns of rhetorical
questions are also summarized in a systematic way. In speciélly—referred
rhetorical question, the interrogative words such as “ft47,“EA4”,
“@R”, “HE JL” don’t often carry stress. If they do, contrastive stress is
more likely to be expected; some elements in rhetorical question often
show contrastive stress; if there are no contrastive items in rhetorical
question, the modifiers such as adverbs used before the verbs and modal
verbs often have contrastive stress; the elements as “F”,“&”,“iX”,
“#B” in the rhetorical question often have contrastive stress.

Generative model hypothesis of rhetorical question possesses four

semantic and pragmatic conditions and their processing.
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Behavioral condition: There exists a speech or behavior q that the
speaker of the rhetorical question considers to be wrong and intends to
deny.

Relational condition: Since one can deny q by denying the prerequi—
site p of the other’s behavior q, he should first find p. The speaker de-
duces p and constructs the reversely entailed relation of p and q: q comes
only after p and p reversely entails q. So, if p is false, q is uﬁacceptable.

Substantial condition: Using the form of rhetorical rhythm and sen-
tential form which restricts the listener to understand the discourse as the
speaker expects, the speaker uses the rhetorical question to question on p.

Mood condition: The speaker considers that context does not support
p; since p is false, q is unacceptable. .

The paper holds that rhetorical question is one type of interrogative
sentences. Using interrogative device to express semahtic content that is
contrary to the proposition, the rhetorical question questions on the in-
ferred prerequisite of certain speech or behavior, making the prerequisite
of the speech or behavior be false and thus denying the speech or behav—
jor. Though the speaker of the rhetorical question has no doubt at all, his
question on the prerequisite of the other’s speech is true question. To
question on the prerequisite of the speech or behavior is one of the essen—
tial attributes of the rhetorical question that differentiates it from all the
other interrogative sentences. The prerequisite of the speech or behavior
which the speaker deduces involves three reasoning forms: sufficient con-
ditional hypothetical reasoning, necessary conditional hypothetical rea—
soning and abductive reasoning. The abductive reasoning is the main rea—
soning form that the speaker takes. The paper establishes three rules to
determine the rhetorical question: semantic rule of negation plus proposi—
tion, pragmatic rule of questioning on the prerequisite of the speech or be—
havior and formal rule of being able to answer.

The paper holds that the negative meaning of the rhetorical question
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comes from mood condition, i.e. rhetorical mood. Rhetorical mood ex—
presses the speaker’s subjectively negative attitude to the proposition of
the sentence through grammatical forms. The negative meaning of the spe-
cially—referred rhetorical question comes from three channels: The person,
object and reason which are replaced by interrogative pronouns, according
to the speaker, do not exist in context; the speaker thinks that the referents
of interrogative pronouns are entirely different from or contrary to the re-
ceiver’s comprehension of the referents of interrogative pronouns; the
speaker, having a criterion on certain object or hehavior in his mind and
setting in advance that the object or behavior fails to reach the criterion,
deliberately questions on the object or behavior in order to show that it
doesn 't fit the criterion and thus produces the negative meaning. The
negative meaning of yes—or—no rhetorical question comes directly from the
speaker’s subjectively negative attitude. The rhetorical question has a va-
riety of negative meanings that can be manifested in both literal meaning
and pragmatic implicature. The negation of the rhetorical question is at
semantic—pragmatic level and value level rather than syntax level. It is a
question in which the value judgment is conveyed. The rhetorical question
has subjectivity: its negation is subjective; p is the outcome of subjec—
tivism; all rhetorical questions have emotional coloring that comes from the
unique generative model of rhetorical question. The speaker’s deduction
of p, the constructing of the reversely entailed relation of p and q, and the
negative attitude of p are all reflection of the speaker’s subjective con—
sciousness. They reflect the speaker's particular understanding of the issue
and the unique perspective taken with the speaker’s passion. The paper
analyzes the motivations of the relation between modal verbs or some ad—
verbs and the rhetorical question. The subjectivity and prerequisite char—
acteristic of the modality accord with the using condition of the rhetorical
question. The adverb “if ”accords with rhetorical mood for it has explicit

or implicit meaning of “/Ai%”.
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The paper makes clear the concepts as pragmatic implicature, prag—
matic function and pragmatic values. The pragmatic implicature of the
rhetorical question is that certain speech and behavior is unreasonable.
Since the reasoning of the rhetorical question is logical, the rhetorical
question exerts more force than statement. The deduction of the rhetorical
question”s implicit connotation should follow the principle of “appropri—
ateness”. The core pragmatic function of the rhetorical question is not em—
phasis, refutation, resentment or reproach but negation. The most impor—
tant derivative function is refutation, while the functions of minor impor—
tance are refutation, resentment, reminding, amazement, perplexity and
persuasion. The complementary functions are despise, ridicule, exclama—
tion, helplessness, emphasis and response. The rule of the rhetorical
question’s functional derivation is based on and derived from its core
function and pragmatic implicature. The more relevant the derivation
function is to the core function and pragmatic implicature, the higher pro—
portion it has in the rhetorical question. The less relevant the derivation
function is to the core function and pragmatic implicature, the lower pro—
portion it has in the rhetorical question. Besides, the more restrictive con—
ditions certain derivative function has, the lower proportion it has in the
rhetorical question. The pragmatic value of the rhetorical question can be
summarized as inductivity, implicitness, diversity of meaning and func—
tion, face threatening and impoliteness.

The paper finally analyzes the “#EiL" type rhetorical question as in
“YEIFFR/NUR? “and Ao 37 "type rhetorical question as in “S A
B VP MG?” and “S /RJ2 NP 157", The former sentence can not be seen
as a normal rhetorical question and thus understood as BN GERBE
#/]\”. The main function of this kind of rhetorical question, which is used
in context of adverse condition, is to make clear the cause, looking for the
responsible person for the adverse condition. It experiences the process of

"de—manipulation" of the head verb and exempts “#E” from its responsi-
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bility, making the predicate—object clause fail to break away from its re—
sponsibility to the adverse condition. The basic pragmatic implicature of
the latter sentence is that certain behavior is not reasonable. The existence
and strength of the reminding function depends on whether the speaker
admits that the content expressed by “SVP” and “S J& NP” is truth or not.
It should be noted that the reminding function of the sentence pattern ex—
ists only under particular semantic and pragmatic condition and relies on
the context, so it is not the inherent grammatical meaning of the sentence
pattern. “/NJ&” is not a rhetorical mood adverb, but a negation mark as
premise, to deny a judgment. Different from “AR”“I% 4 ”which denies the

truth condition, “ANJ2"is often used to deny suitable conditions as well.



Rt

AT R DR R M R AR B RSB A Z—,
PR T H 4 E B B SRR, 8k A ORI T ) A 9 1 138
SCREH R AR 118 3, 7E WER A 55 10 7 40 1 L A8 b B X B0 AH
MBI BRI L RERE RS, R E R
A B TR AT SRR, A0S IR ) B ME TR A5 SE TR S SR IR B R T
RE GERIHME, 555, X L8R B LR b/ N2 SCB 2 IR AR DUE B2
R R R, MR R BT R X RS B, Z O =
K, R RARRMER) . PEBI A XETT b, FET HE , 24 T iX4 A
A PR E R 2006 4E B4 RIZEMLIRIBAYES — A2, AT
WAt A LI SO, A PR IR T At Sk TR R A IR RE R ABL Y, 3R
X ) A P AR L B B E B R REA R, TRFE T 1t
AILERE. SH4FABLLC R IRV A AR AL S SR B R 58 A, HA 4R
HE AR R I B IFRAG LI, [ od B b IiiE R
AR AR ARG, B MARRKEATAIX A BRI
9 1 2 S 1 SCCBRAR DU R (R) 0 7 A ML iR R A G TR BB 9 ) B 2
filf_b R LAY

ABIEHF B E M — N EER N, SURME TR A
Bt FERDFBEE, TEME R b, RICHUEH%EHE
W, 4 8 P B IR) A B3 SR L AR A R IR IR A P AR R i
FIE S SE R, TR R R R A A ik T8 R A
— FR 5 6] AR G — O R o X TE SRR ST R BRI b YR

PBRFRL , 40 - 38 H P9AME R R B35 OB R 404 i
J )y P AR A AR S s B A e I TR) B R RIS 5 46 X F e siAT



2 HRTEERF AR

o ORI EEL AR I R 2 1)) A R R 22 — B 30 S = A 0
S A TR SCELIN X ST A R HR R 1) 0 R A
BE5 75 2420 T AL 5 ST ek 2 ) ) R B A 5 ST IR 16 )
by S A 5 4 Hh S ) B R €L 3R VL T I R A 7= A AL 5 4
BB BRI — BB 5 R )4 SR TR s $8R B Rl D RERT A
IR 5 4 215 AT P (AR S S TG L LS ThAERY
SREME STE TR BRI R LS, 55, 76 S I AT RO PERR LT
BTG X AR B A X A RIDEE B M E S S R T
R AR, SR R R A R RO R I LS QU
RN, , CERB R TFSFHE S I, i, 55 REg TR
A e 37 s BRI R IR AR RO TE R R VA R s
ARG T RN E S, 5%, AAEHEEY.

Hip L, A EEEASES BT &1E &
B EAT N MR S BTG LRI L BB e
E T B R ST R SIS S I E SMBHEE .
BN SREATE S RIATERRIE.

B, BA NI RABENE R EAGHIR LS TSR
B U R AR SOE R T — A S s . MIE R T A BN
BEF RO —E SRR BN,

B AR R R SRR, AR AW B A
B, BEELSA BB BB RIS . EEA
SR F L R — RS . M A2 R S E B b RO
Tt JLIUSFAE G T2 B BYERERT B, BRI, EHIZE S
>R 1 R A B8 SO, BORE B SR, fth 78 IR 18] )3 B el b 2 4
B SZTHE T ABAE T o MBREUEXRE B TS E R “ R A A
Y

2005 4F 9 AR 3 b ¥ T 2 i b, L TIRE (AR
B ) B 2/ REE, BRI T = 455k , AR IR TR A, 229 YIRESL
B, o A B BT SR, B R SCHUR L, B R ST B
Moz, AL, FEREAR D) T A LAV , AR 2EIR G R



A 3

IR B TRl B 9 2, VRVRH B W T 236 RISk, SRS A A Bl
JEARA B 8 ) R RIS O S B Ik, FECR B SO ().
(HE FBUGESEY ST LR R T 285 RB R, I 8 R
SERLT HOE R, BN T R R MR T AR TR 10 JR B A
BB 2 W22V

T O MO A R A S (R SRR RO RS M B B BB 2 4L
SRR OB T LSRR

BHF.

3= P
20094 9H15H



H X

B ceeeeeeeee e e a e s e e W B 3k
- 1R 1
0.1 FFGEHRTERFNEE N ooeeeemememnmmmmmnnireaeeeensicacineneeaenaeas 1
02 FHRTFEFNBIIETTIE ooeeeeereeremmmiiireermmemimns 3
0.3 BB covereerer 4
0.4 RIE FFE coreerimiieiie s eeer 5
E—F REATROGE IREERBEELE ooeoeens 7
O = (= B3 1 S o P 7
JR I =% 2o 0 11 PP 37
1.3 BT A A IEEARTEEE cooreeererenremmmrrannesseerenannns 51
AT /INGE e 67
FoE REAEIFEREE v 69
2.1 BERFEBURIIAIA] coeevererrnmenennriiieiiiiiiiii e 70
2.2 BAERIRZIAJA] covevenreamianmaaiii i 85
23 TFERBIFBEPERITIIRIAT] ceeererrrenrermmiiiniieiee, 93
2.4 R BRI v 96
2.5 JEIAAJEIEIERERAE oo 108

AREE/INGE ceeenirer i 128



2 ARLERFGHR

=E RAABFEENSIBRIE oo 129
3.1 JRIAVEME SR HITTHE covvererrrrererr e, 129
32 I AI PR RIS orrerreenenneenennei i, 134
3.3 FEAERETUAUBGTIE <-coererveerrorreonmoeani e 139
34 qBIEBIEIR oo 157
35 NBREIEGIBBHETE ccrrvrerreernn s 165
ARBE /NG ceeveeeee 177
ENE RAGEEENAEEREMER oo 179
41 F R AT SORIREIIGL <ooeeeeereeeseereneens 179
42 AR EIE UHITER ooverererereceri 182
43 RAAZEIE LHIMERT -ccveeerermresrrresiiianens 192
4.4 ETFITIAVARITETUE <oovvnermeerrmmmereerneommmm 199
ACEE /NG ovenenerne e 205

$EE REMRIESRKEAMXKGER:

IR EH — AR e 206

5.1 ZBEIASREMIAEERAEIE oo 206
5.2 [ESFNAS RV EBERBEYE --ocveeeeereeeneeeiens 2724
5.3 EHAR” SR IBIAIEERAGTEEE -orerrmrmmeniree 243
5.4 BTSRRIV EEEIEREE eeereeenennnen e 258
ASEE/NGE eeen e 265
gXE REOAWIEASNGEADEMERNE -0 267
6.1 AR TR R AE PRGBS - ooeeerenrnneeiee e 267
62 XM—4HE TERE X JERITIRE SERME -oeeee 272
6.3 FEFHAT L ceeverenrnnenemneee e 277
6.4 TEFHINEHE -oveererrmrrmrrmrnii e 288
6.5 TEFHMIME <oreormerrmrrrrereres s 309



ELE TS TRBIBLIGIA] --rorreeererrerionieriiiiiracenienanenan, 327
7.1 “HELE"TAJA] ccveeeeenimni 327
7.2 AR B BRI R oeeeoee 345
z[:ﬁ*dx% ............................................................... 357

i a1 T PP 359



