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The Charm of China’s Countryside
Weiming Pan
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INTRODUCTION

The engine of change moves across China like a brush fire. In cities, buildings are torn down to make ways for high-rises and boulevards replace narrow
streets. As the fashion changes and reforms take roots, China remains a country where eighty percent of its population is tied to the land. Those are the
parts of China what Pan Weiming face to and focuses his lens at. It is not a matter of nostalgia but a spirit of renewal. In an ageless tradition, Chinese literati
always finds inspiration from land itself.

Chinese farmland is both an examination of this part of heritage and a reflection of Mr. Pan’s self. He approaches the subject as a man who has seen
the world and as a country son who vents his own emotion through his camera. Following Chinese traditional view of the cosmos, Mr. Pan sees the land
pulsating and dynamic as well as fragile and yielding. Through these images, we see a quiet and almost ageless beauty that defines Chinese civilization.

While Mr. Pan may have returned to the unchanging farmland for inspiration, the tools he uses reflect the other side of his boundless talent. Many
images in the book were created using a PANFLEX camera that Mr.Pan himself to design and produce. His mastery of the camera allows him to produce

pictures both visually stunning and esthetically complex. | am sure readers will share my enthusiasm in Mr. Pan’s work and join me to wish him many
success in whatever path he embarks.

Yuan Li
July 2001, Westfield, NJ, USA
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Rice Terraces ( Yuanyang, Yunnan Province )

By the Duoyi River ( Luoping, Yunnan Province )

Fields in Winter ( Daocheng, Sichuan Province )

Rape Flowers ( Luoping, Yunnan Province )

The Yili River Valley ( Bayinbuluke, Xinjiang Autonomous Region )
The Changbaishan Mountain Forest ( Baihe, Jilin Province )

The Sandbank in Tibetan District ( Zhongdian, Yunnan Province )
The First Turn of the Nujiang River ( Gongshan, Yunnan Province )
Rice Terraces ( Fugong, Yunnan Province )

Alpine Rice Terraces ( Fugong, Yunnan Province )

Pastureland ( Bayinbuluke, Xinjiang Autonomous Region )

By the Jinsha River ( Lijiang, Yunnan Province )

Shangri-La by the Nujiang River ( Gongshan, Yunnan Province )
Rice Terraces ( Yuanyang, Yunnan Province )
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