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An Upstart

An upstart was walking in his garden one morning. He suddenly
felt unwell. His wife asked what the matter was. He replied, “When 1
looked at the flowers this morning, the dewdrops from the roses made
me ill. Would you be so kind as to give the doctor an urgent call to
ask for medicine?” The wife replied, “Darling, did you forget, in the
early days when we begged for food together, we were once caught in
a downpour in the bamboo forest and stayed there the whole night.

We were accustomed to such a life then.”
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Preventing Heatstroke

During the intensely hot months of summer, government officials
wished to look for a summer resort. They argued with one another
about where to go. Someone said, “X mountain is tranquil and
elegant.” Another one suggested, “X temple is cool and refreshing.”
An old man came in and said, “The mountain and temple both
may be good, but neither is as good as this law court. Surely it is the
coolest location.” “Why?” asked the officials. The old man answered,
“All the other places have sunshine, but only here can you see the sky,

but never sunshine.”

Note: Here sunshine implies equitableness.
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Ice Water

A foolish son-in-law was invited to dinner by his wife’s family. After
eating some delicious ice cubes, he wrapped up several pieces, put
them in his waist pocket, and took them back to his wife, “I have
come to bring you a special delicacy from your father’s home.” When
looking for the ice in his waist pocket, to his surprise, he found it had
already melted away. He said, “How inconsiderate it was of the ice to

run away, leaving only a puddle of pee here.”
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Not Suffering Losses

One day a foolish man wanted to visit his relative. Seeing a carriage
just outside his door, he bargained with its driver, but thought it was
too expensive. He decided to walk and hire a carriage at the half-
way point in order to save some money. Unexpectedly, there were
very few people and carriages on the way. When he was walking near
the midpoint, he saw a carriage and inquired about the price for his
journey. On the contrary, the price from there was even higher than
from his home. He muttered to himself, “It’s cheaper to hire one from
home.” Realizing that, he ran back home and hired a carriage from

there.
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Not Being Quiet

In one particular drinking game, silence should be maintained.
During the feast someone farted, and the host said, “The one who
makes noise must be punished by drinking one glass of wine.” The
man said, “That noise was from a fart.” The host said, “Once again
for not being quiet. You will be punished with one more glass.” All
of the guests couldn’t help laughing at such an occurrence. The host
announced, “All attendants made a noise, so each of you should be

punished with one glass of wine.”
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Not a Vegetarian

One day a farmer came across a hungry tiger who wanted to eat
him. The farmer pleaded for his life saying, “I've got a big porker at
home in the pigsty, how about eating it instead of me?” The tiger
nodded and followed him. The farmer asked his wife to get the porker
and feed the tiger. The wife was unwilling and said, “We have more
bean curd; perhaps that could also fill the tiger.” Her husband said,

“For such a ferocious creature it is, how could it be a vegetarian?”



