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Preface

Wang Guichen

Zeng Guofan (1811-1872), originally named Zicheng, and then Juwu, Bohan, also
styling himself as Di Sheng, was a famous official, scholar and calligrapher of the late Qing
period (1840-1911). He was born in Baiyangping, Xiangxiang (now belonging to Shuangfeng
county), Hunan Province. During the regime of emperor Dao Guang, he was appointed as a
member of the Imperial Academy, and then changed his job for five times and finally was
appointed as Deputy Minister of Rites. And then, he worked as deputy minister of Rites,
War Affairs, Public Works, Penalty, and Civil Office. In 1852, Zeng was appointed as
Education Supervisor to Jiangxi Province, but went back home after his mother's death.
When Taiping Army was approaching Hunan and Hubei provinces, Zeng was appointed
deputy minister to govern the local army in Hunan province. Later, due to his military
achievements, he was appointed Governor—General of Jiangsu and Anhui provinces, as well
as Secretary of Wuyingdian Council. When he died, he was given a title of "Wen Zheng'
(literary and righteous) by the emperor. His biography is included in A History of Qing
Dynasty (p.105, vol. 4).

On the aspect of scholarship, Zeng believed that universal truth, textual research, the
art of writing, and the administrative talents should be given an equally weight. He advocated
that all schools of scholarship should be guided by Confucianism and based upon practical
use. He also produced a large number of works. After his death, one of his disciples, Li
Hanzhang, compiled 164 volumes of 7/e Complete Works of Zeng Wenzheng, which included
one volume of preface, 30 volumes of reports to the emperor, 28 volumes of poems of 18
poets, 26 volumes of essays by 100 writers and 2 volumes of brief edition of the same work,
2 volumes of essays of Mingyuantang, 4 volumes of poems, 4 volumes of essays, 33 volumes
of letters, 6 volumes of official documents, 4 volumes of casual writings, 10 volumes of
reading notes in Qiuquezhai, 2 volumes of diaries of Qiuquezhai, 12 volumes of chronology.
In addition, there were 5 volumes of Quintessence of The Mencius, making the Complete
Works to 169 volumes. Besides this Complete Works, there were also 6 volumes of Zeng
Guofan's diaries (photo—printed handwritten copy), 10 volumes of Zeng Guofan's family
letters (printed copy), 2 volumes of family instructions, 120 volumes of reports submitted
to and commented by the emperor (enlarged edition), and 24 volumes of official documents
with Zeng's comments. His letters to his family were also extended to 28 volumes. Zeng was
not only a civil official but also a military officer, and produced a large number of works.
He was a scholar who emphasized practice. Although he had high academic attainments,
he was also good at putting theories into practice. Therefore, he served as a model for other
scholars. Among all his works, his letters assumed an important position and its amount is
prodigious. According to his chronology, Shuzha (letters) ran into 60 volumes, and Chidu
(letters) into 50 volumes. In addition, his letters were frequently published by more than
one publisher between 1920s to 30s. Other letters excluded from any of his collected works
could also be found in various newspapers. There was also a large number of letters in the
hands of public and private collectors. In this book, the letters and fragments addressed to
Li Hanzhang and Li Hongzhang were kept by Li Hanzhang but excluded from the Complete
Works . Later, they were compiled to one volume of book separate from the Works.



Li Hanzhang (1821-1899), also named Xiaoquan, was born in Modian village, Anhui
Province (now Feidong county, Anhui Province). Li Wen'an, his father, an official in Ministry
of Penalty, passed the Imperial Examination in the same year as Zeng Guofan (in 1838).
Among Li Wen'an's 6 children, Hanzhang was the eldest and Hongzhang the second, and
then Hezhang, Yunzhang, Fengzhang, and Shaoling. In 1849, Li Hanzhang passed an official
exam of which Zeng was the supervisor. Firstly, he worked as magistrate of a county in Hunan
province. When Zeng was building up Xiang Army, he asked the emperor to transfer Hanzhang
to Nanchang, Hunan Province, to govern army provisions. In 1857, Zeng went back home
after his father's death, and Li Hanzhang went back to Hefei. In the following year, Zeng
received the emperor's order to handle military affairs again, and called Hanzhang back to
deal with provisions and financial matters. Hanzhang took his mother and his brothers and
sister with him, and moved to Nanchang. Li Hongzhang (1823-1901) was originally named
Zhangtong, also Jiangfu, Shaoquan, later named himself Yisou. Before he won any official
title, he also followed Zeng for study. Even when he became a member of the Imperial
Academy, he still consulted Zeng about scholastic problems. In 1851, Li Hongzhang followed
Lu Xianji (Deputy Minister of Public Works) to govern the local militia in Anhui Province.
As he was not given the chance to give his talent into full play, in 1859 he went to Nanchang
and joined Zeng Guofan through Hanzhang's recommendation. He helped Zeng with military
affairs, and was highly appre(‘lated by Zeng and learned a lot from him. Finally Hongzhang
became another famous official in Qing dynasty. Li Hanzhang and Li Hongzhang, originally
Zeng's friends and disciples, were repeatedly promoted by Zeng, and finally became governors
of an area. Since they had intimate relations with Zeng, their letters were very frank and
sometimes contained some private matters. For example, in letter 25 addressed to Li Hanzhang,
Zeng wrote, 'l told you my difficulties, and hope you can explain it to the emperor so that I
may get rid of people's suspicions.' From this letter, we can see the special relations between
Zeng and Hanzhang. Zeng disclosed his inner world to Li Hanzhang in letter 33, 'I am afraid
that I may make big mistakes in my old days. ' Zeng was afraid that he might get beheaded
due to his big achievements which may cause suspicions from the court. In this letter, he
explained that he had to be very cautious to avoid any mishap. This letter also showed that
he was not very faithful to Qing empire, so he would be condemned guilty if the letter was
published. Some of his letters were about how to govern his army, supervise military operations,
handle civil matters, attract talents, encourage those lagging behind. These letters are very
helpful for the study about the wars between Qing Army and Taiping Army and Nian Army
as well as Zeng Guofan himself. Other letters, like commenting on oither people and asking
for help, can hardly be found in Li Hanzhang's Complete Works, and thus make this book
precious.

Included in this book are 32 letters and fragments between Zeng Guofan and Li
Hongzhang and Li Hanzhang. Among them, there are 3 letters and 29 fragments, without
dates. After a close study, 5 letters can be dated, but the dates of other letters remain unknown.
From the content, we can tell that these letters were compiled in chronological order. The
first letter addressed to Li Hanzhang read as follows, 'l will order Bao's Army to move
northward to rescue them. I will also move to Dongliu River to control the situation.' He
dated April 18, 9.00-11.00 am (lunar calendar). Here, Bao's Army referred to the army led
by Bao Chao. Bao Chao, originaly named Chunting, was born in Fengjie, Sichuan Province.
Zeng Guofan's chronology of 1861 read: 'In April, he moved to Dongliu County.' In Zeng
Guofan's Diaries, Zeng wrote a diary on April 18th, 1861, 'After breakfast, played chess
for a while. And then, wrote a letter to Bao Chunting(Bao chao), Hu Gong(bao), Ruandi and
Li Xiaoquan.' From these three documents, this letter should have been written on April
18, 1861. The 14th fragment to Li Hanzhang was dated 'leap month of May, the day of hui'.
According to the almanac, it referred to May 30, 1865. The 25th letter to Li Hanzhang was
dated 'leap month of April, the day of hui'. This conforms to his diary 'l wrote a letter to Li
Hanzhang after 2 o'clock'. Therefore, this letter was written on April 13th. The 28th fragment
to Li Hanzhang was about writing a couplet for Li. In this letter, Zeng asked for Xuan paper
(a kind of paper known for its high quality) and brushes, which read very interesting:



By the way, you'd better give me some Xuan paper, but I'm afraid my handwriting doesn't
deserve it. Please cut down on two edges, otherwise the paper will be too long. In rural areas,
if a local scholar writes for anybody, he always expects a big reward, let alone a blessing
couplet! Even if you give him many precious things, he still wants something more. So I would
Tike to be given as a gift ten or twenty scrolls of old Xuan paper the same as I used in
writing the couplet for you. Besides, I hope you give me dozens of old Haohu brushes for
writing couplets, scrolls, and small scripts. The brushes should be long and pen—holders should
be small. Can you give them to me? Best regards. Zeng Guofan August 7th.

Zeng wrote a diary on August 17th, 1868, "Wrote Li Hanzhang a letter, and then wrote
8 couplets 3-5pm.' This corresponded to that letter which should have been copied by his
assistant, and the fragment was written by himself. Among the eight couples, there should
be one for Li Hanzhang. Therefore, this fragment should be written on August 17th, 1868.
The 31th fragment to Li Hanzhang had neither the year nor month or date. It had only four
lines:

After reading your brothers' eulogy for my birthday party and the wall scrolls from
Hubei Province, I feel very uneasy. After the unsuccessful military actions against Nian Army,
I made no achievements in several years. This time I was appointed again as Governor—General
of Jiangsu and Anhui provinces despite my eye illness, and this makes me feel very ashamed.
I want to take some remedy measures, but I have no energy now. If you have any news, please
inform me.

According to historical documents, Zeng Guofan's right eye became blind in March,
1870 and his birthday party was held on October 11th the same year. On October (leap
month) 20, he went to Nanjing in the capacity of Governor—General of Jiangsu and Anhui
provinces, and took up his job two days later. It was in the winter of 1870 when he wrote
the letter above. Zeng died in 1872 after a long time of illness. This fragment should be
written after Zeng came back to his original office in the 1870s. The first letter began in
1862, and the last letter was written in 1872, among the last ten years of Zeng's life, thus
possessing special historical values.The letters included in this book also have high artistic
values. Zeng was a well learned scholar, and was good at calligraphy, especially regular
and running hand scripts. Zeng preferred both firm and gentle style. Sometimes the characters
were very big, and sometimes very small. He put a touch of gentleness in his seriousness,
and thus made his handwriting elegant and graceful. His style was best reflected in his letters
written when he was old. This also demonstrates the saying 'one can write good poems only
when he is old'.
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