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Road Deaths Nationwide Fell Sharply in 2008 \

dropped by 9

petcent nationally from 2007 to 2008, a
federal agency found, falling to their low-

est level in neatly 50 yeats.

From The New York Times
By Abby Goodnough
April 7, 2009

New England saw the nation’s steepest drop in such
“deaths, even as three of its states, Massachusetts, New Hampshire
and Rhode Island,treported some of the lowest rates of seat

use.

Preliminary data from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration showed a decline in deaths of 14 percent in
New England. The smallest drop in the nation, 1 percent,

was in the region

Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas.

Louisiana, Mississippi, New
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From The Economist

ﬁ ﬁ April 16, 2009
State of Fear
ltaly’s earthquake on America’s fault-lined coast.
Easels holding maps of ltaly are standing all around the western

headquarters of the United States Geological Survey in Menlo Park, California.
Given that Californians live in permanent fear of “the big one”, they feel “lots
of scientific and emotional connections” to ltaly’s recent earthquake, which
killed 294 people and destroyed ancient towns, says Ross Stein, a scientist
there.

America’s entire western coast sits on or near faults. Since
these forces formed the coast’s , and since people have settled
largely around those harbors, the populations tend to be where the
risks are highest.

In California, which has about 1,500 known faults, two are

particularly nz. One is the southern San Andreas, where the
Pacific plate <licars north-west along the North American plate, and
where a “swarm” of //¢70/ 5 under a desert lake near the Mexican

border has recently caused worry about a bigger quake being triggered
near Los Angeles.

The other is the Hayward fault that cuts through Oakland, Berke-
ley and the rest of the Bay Area east of San Francisco. It has

»Q



on average every 140 years for the past 700 years; the last big one was
just over 140 years ago. Depending on the time of day, location and
depth of a quake, Mary Lou Zoback, an earthquake specialist at Risk
Management Solutions, a firm that produces loss ¢ for
insurance companies, reckons that a magnitude 7.05 rupture in the
Hayward fault could kill 4,500, injure 50,000, leave hundreds of thousands
homeless and cause $ 250 billion in economic loss, most of it uninsured.

Otregon, Washington and British Columbia might worry too.
Their region, called Cascadia, is the result of another plate, the Juan de
Fuca, shoving underneath the North American. These faults produce
big ones about every 500 years, less frequently than California’s. But
when they do, the shaking is . The last giant, in 1700, was
of nine, which has the energy of about 31 eights, 1,000
sevens, or 30,000 sixes. (This month’s quake in Italy measured 6.3.)

The best way to prepare is to build safer structures, says Jeanne
Perkins, who advises local governments in the San Francisco Bay Area.
One difference between California and Italy, she says, is that its cities
and buildings are younger. Building codes have progressed with each
quake, taking big after tremors in 1971, 1989 and 1994. They also
seem to be ;

Brick buildings have been the deadliest in the past, and are now rare
in California, though still common in Oregon and Washington. Wooden
houses fare relatively well because they are and light. Office
buildings used to be dangerous, but many have now been -

The biggest worry, says Ms Perkins, is so-called “soft-storey”
residential blocks that predate the recent building codes. These are
buildings that have parking garages, restaurants or shops on their
ground floors, with few load-bearing walls holding up the flats above.
She estimates that about 2,800 blocks in San Francisco
have soft storeys, and about 1,500 in Oakland. Often these contain
rent-controlled flats, raising fears that the poor would be more likely to die.

He

Mr Stein in Menlo Park urges perspective. He has spent $5,000 retrofitting

« 3
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his own house, keeps his survival kit up to date and has clipped whistles on
his and his daughters’ key chains (“the best thing if you're trapped”). But

he enjoys life on the sun-kissed coast. Besides, he

, “my cappuccino

machine is on a separate, uninterruptible, power supply.”
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From The Economist
June 18, 2009

Checking out the Chicks

One day Judith Haller was watching television and saw that Martha
Stewart had chickens. “T was very ¢rivious that she had her own chicken
manure)” she recalls. So last year, she got a couple of chickens on behalf
of her vegetable garden. They proved to be industrious providers and
pleasant companions. Now there are 13 hens </ /772 around the yard.
And Ms Haller has become an #</vocaie for a hot movement: backyard
chickens. In April, as part of Austin’s first Funky Chicken Coop Tour,
she hosted 637 visitors.

Chickens are having a movement. For Americans who are
concerned about eating locally or organically, hens can help. They
produce fresh, free-range eggs. They eat table scraps, and their waste
goes in the compost pile. Finances are a factor for some families. Mimi
Bernhardt says that she and her partner became more rcficciive about

ustainability when the economy worsened. Now they are growing
melons, tomatoes, onions and aubergines, and they raise ducks as well
as chickens. Their grocery bill has /172720, There is also a pet
aspect. Hens are soft and /////), if not very a/fcciionaie, As Ms Haller
puts it, they make cats seem like dogs.

It is impossible to know exactly how many Americans have joined
this trend. The Department of Agriculture does not track



