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Ellie and the Magic Computer
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Ellie
is confused about magic.

Gary
likes computer games.

Shashi
has his own pocket computer.

Mr Bates
takes the computer class.
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CHAPTER |

Magic and Computers

Ellie knew about magic. She read
stories about magic. In stories things
happened and no-one could explain
why.
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Gary never thought about magic,
but he didn’t read much. He was Ellie’s
brother and two years older.
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Gary liked computers. When Ellie
asked him, “Are computers magic?”
Gary laughed.

“Computers only do what they are
programmed to do,” said Gary.

“What does programmed mean?”
Ellie asked.




Gary tried to explain, “A computer
is built by people to work out things.
People write programs and the
computer does what the program says.
Shashi and I are going to write some
programs soon.”
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Gary and Shashi had met at
computer class. Shashi had his own
pocket computer.
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% # Rl Ellie was just about to start going
F 4 E £ Fx | tothe class too. The worst part of the
HE R class was that it was held in the
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Everyone said how lucky they
were to learn how to use the Internet
and to play computer games.
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But Ellie wasn’t any good at
computer games. She didn’t really like
them.

Ellie knew her father wanted her to
be good at computers.

“You will be able to find out about
everything,” he said. “It’s magic what
computers can do.”

Ellie was confused about magic.
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Searching the Internet

!

Their teacher, Mr Bates, was quite

old. He wore glasses to see the screen.
He had a nice voice.

When he told the class to search
the Internet, his mouth made a clicking
noise. It was like the sound the
computer mouse made!



