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LESSON ONE

Articles

A Strange Decision

A poor chimney—sweep (34K L), who did not have e-
nough money to buy a meal, stopped one hot summer day at
noon before a restaurant, and remained there regaling ({fi E )
his nose with the smell of the food. The cook of the shop told
him several times to go away, but the sweep could not leave the
delicious smell, though unable to buy the taste of the food. At
last the cook came out of the shop, and taking hold of the
sweep, declared that as he had been feeding upon the smell of his
food, he should not go away without paying half the price of a
dinner. The poor fellow said that he neither could go nor would
pay, and that he would ask the first person who should pass,
whether it was not an unreasonable and unjust (RZSIE®T) de-
mand. '

The case was referred (£32) to a policeman, who happened
to pass by at the moment. The policeman then said to the
sweep: “As you have been enjoying one of your senses with the
odor (F ) of this man’s meat, it is just (A F ) that you
should make him some recompense (%) ; therefore you shall,
in your turn, regale one of his senses. How much money do you

1



have?”

“1 have but two pence in all the world, sir, and I must buy
me some bread. ”

“Never mind,” answered the officer, “take your two pence -
between your hands and rattle ({f% H##7) them loudly. ”

The sweep did so, and the officer, turning to the cook,
said, “Now, sir, I think he has paid you: the smell of your food
regaled his nostrils (#FL); the sound of his money has pleased
your ears, ”

This decision gave more satisfaction to the bystanders than

to the cook, but it was the only payment he could get.

Reading speed; 5}3?((5)0}—'?— P8 X 60= (wpm)

Reading Comprehension

I . Choose the best answers in the following sentences;

( )1. Why did the chimney —sweep stop before a restaurant and
remain there regaling his nose with the smell of the food?
Because
A. he was not hungry
B. he was too poor to buy any food
C. the smell was so delicious
D. his doctor advised him not to eat too much

( )2.How much did the cook ask the sweep to pay for feeding
upon the smell of his food?

A.Two pounds. B. Two pence.
C. Half the price of a dinner. D. One-third of the price.



(

Comprehension score ; 4

) 3. The policeman thought the cook’s demand was

A. reasonable B. just
C. unreasonable D. right
)4. The policeman’s decision the chimney-sweep.
A. satisfied B. encouraged
C. disappointed D. was of no use to

)5. What did the cook get in return from the sweep?
A. Half the price.
B. Two pence.
C. The sound of the sweep’s money.
D. Nothing.

. True or false:

) 1. After working in the restaurant, the chimney — sweep
stopped in it, refusing to leave without a meal.

) 2. The chimney —sweep refused to pay for feeding on the
smell of the cook’s food because he had no money with
him.

) 3. The cook of the restaurant was angry, because he could
not make the sweep pay half the price.

)4. They went to a police station and referred the case to a
policeman.

)5. When the policeman made the decision, many people were
standing there, waiting to see what was going to happen

next.



Teachers and Actors

To be a good teacher, you need some of the gifts (Gf §8) of
the good actor;you must be able to hold the attention and inter-
est of your audience (AR ) ; you must be a clear speaker, with a
gc;od ,» strong , pleasing voice which is fully under your control;
and you must be able to act what you are teaching, in order to
make its meaning clear.

Watch a good teacher, and you will see that he does not sit
motionless (AT ) before his class:he stands the whole time he
is teaching; he walks about, using his arms ,hands and fingers
to help him in his explanations (%), and his face to express (%
ik ) feelings. Listen to him, and you will hear the loudness,the
quality (Ji #) and the musical note (3§ F) of his voice always
changing according to what he is talking about.

The fact that a-good teacher has some of the gifts of a good
actor does not mean that he will indeed be able to act well on the
stage (32 4 ); for there are very important differences between
the teacher’s work and the actor’s. The actor has to speak words
which he has learnt by heart; he has to repeat exactly the same
words each time he plays a certain part (ff8); even his move-
ments and the ways in which he uses his voice are usually fixed
before. What he has to do is to make all these carefully learnt
words and actions seem natural on the stage.

The good teacher works in quite a different way. His audi-



ence take an active part in his play:they ask and answer ques-
tions, they obey (& )\ )orders, and if they do not understand
something, they say so. The teacher therefore has to suit his act
to the needs of his audience, which is his class. He cannot learn
his part by heart, but must invent it as he goes along.

1 have known many teachers who were fine actors in class
but were unable to take part in a stage-play because their brains
would not keep discipline (424#) : they could not keep strictly to

what another had written.

3507
_ 4rxe0+  ®

Reading speed; X 60= (wpm)

Reading Comprehension
I . Choose your best answers in the following sentences .
( )1.To be a good teacher, you 2
A. need a lot of money ‘
B. have to speak words which you have learned by heart
C. need some of the gifts of the good actor
D. should take part in stage-plays
( ) 2. Attending a good teacher’s class you will see that

A. he sits motionless before his class
B. he doesn’t sit motionless before his class
C. he sings a lot in class
D. he stands motionless before his class
( )3. Which statement is right according to the article?
A. A good teacher will indeed be able to act well on the
5



4.

stage.

B. A good teacher can be a good actor.

C. A good teacher often punishes his students.

D. A good teacher won’t be able to act well on the stage.

Which statement is not correct?

A. Actors must change the words of a play as they go
along.

B. Actors have to repeat the same words each time they
play.

C. Teachers must answer some questions.

D. Teachers have to suit their acts to the need of their au-

dience.

. What’s the main idea of this article?

A. A good teacher must be a clear speaker.

B. Teachers’ work is the same as actors’.

C. The differences and similarities between teachers and
actors.

D. Teachers should not sit motionlessly.

. Tree or false;

1.

As a good teacher, you must try your best to let your stu-

dents take an active part in your class.

) 2. Both actors and teachers often use their faces, arms,

hands, and fingers to help them express feelings.

)3. A good teacher always sit motionless before his class.

) 4. The actor has to speak words which he has learnt by

heart.

)5. All teachers are fine actors in class and are able to per-



form well on the stage.

Comprehension score: o

Practical Writing

Private Letters
A
3940 Witty Street,
Singapore,
June 26, 1996
Dear Mother and Father,

1 have been in the school for about a month. One of the
things in my first weeks here that surprised me so much was that
new people were treated with respect. Upperclass students would
come up and say, “Hey, how’re you doing?” or “What’s your
name?”or“Where’re you from?” Everyone at this school seems to
be my friend.

As for the teachers, they will do anything to get their point
across you. They really care about how a student feels, and they
give you all the help they can. Learning is easy when you have
teachers like these.

With love and good wishes.

Your loving son,

Pill



780,Broadwood Road,Ist floor
Hong kong
May 21, 1996

Dear Henry, .

I have been very busy since I heard from you last. First of
all, I have to say that I'am very well, and that T often think of
you.

My homework has been so heavy that I have often had to
work till midnight. There have been many exercises in English
and mathematics to do every week.

My school will soon publish a little magazine, of which I
have been made one of the assistant editors. It will appear twice
a month. It will contain both articles and pictures. I am writing
a short article on English sentence structure for it. I shall send
you a copy as soon as the first 1ssue 1s out.

I have had no time for any form of athletics during the past
three weeks.

When this reaches you, I hope that you will have read
through the novel that I sent you last month. You need not re-

turn 1t till 1 ask you to do so.

Yours sincerely,

George Chang



Humour

When 1 was waiting in line at the bank, I noticed a woman
holding a small child at one of the windows. The boy was eating
a roll (&%), which he thrust at (] [q]) the teller. The teller
smiled and shook his head.

“No, no, dear,”said the boy’s mother, and then, turning to
the teller, “I beg your pardon, young man. Please forgive my

son. He’s just been to the zoo. ”

A Quotation from Oliver Goldsmith
Our greatest glory consists not 1n never falling, but in rising
every time we fall.
RAVRAH IR AR T AR B, T T 8 R BR A G gE e
'x.
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