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Abstract

In Moore’s philosophy, sense-data are the direct objects of
cognition. In his early time, Moore holds a kind of pure
realism view, which holds that the direct objects of cognition
are the conceptions as the ultimate constituents of world and the
propositions which consist of these conceptions, thus there
isn’t the problem about sense-data. But, as a part of his
pure realism view, the dichotomic classification of the
behavior of cognition and the objects of cognition becomes
the base and presupposition of his sense-datum theory. As
the direct objects of cognition, sense-data are in fact the
bridge between sensations and ultimate cognitive objects.
So, the introduction of sense-data necessarily leads to the
following two problems: the first is the relation between the
sense-data and the external world, and the second is the relation
between the sense-data and the material objects. The discussion
and resolution of the two problems constitutes the main content
of Moore’ s sense-datum theory. As to the first one, Moore
holds that the existence of sense-data isn’t the gulf between

sensations and the external world; on the contrary, it is a

.



necessary condition by which we can prove the existence of
the external world. As to the second one, Moore wavers
between the direct realism, the representative theory of
perception and the phenomenalism. But in general, Moore
inclines to the direct realism view because of its consistence
with his realism view of common sense. Moreover, Moore

discusses the issue of the ontological status of sense-datum.
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