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“ Unit Objectives

At the end of the unit you will

1. become familiar with the organizational structure of a paragraph;

2. know how to wite a good topic sentence and select supporting ideas to achieve unity; and
3. be able to use various devices to achieve coherence.

§ AmE S AR SN

- » Warm-up Activities

Group Work
Discuss with each other the advantages and disadvantages of having a mobile phone. Put down
the ideas you’ve got from the discussion in the following table.




Individual Work

Then pick out a few ideas, reorganize them and write one paragraph either on the advantages or
on the disadvantages of having a mobile phone.

ddditional Work
Look at the picture and describe what the people are doing on TV.
c 3
< )
5 3 z ‘\
lici Ju i
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Source: Talk It Over, L. G. Alexander, New York: Longman, 1978.

BN >~ Paragraph

To create a piece of writing, we have to start with paragraphs. As we all know, paragraphs are
smaller units of a longer piece of writing. It is a group of sentences separated by a space from
the following and the preceding groups, and the first sentence of this group is usually indented.
But where does a paragraph begin and where does it end? How do these sentences relate to each
other? We have to get the answers to these questions before we start writing. Looked at from the
inside, a good paragraph is a group of sentences that support and develop a single idea. In other
words, a paragraph expands upon a core idea stated in its topic sentence. In this unit, we are
going to study how to write well-organized paragraphs.

Jopic Sentence

When you start writing a paragraph, you must have in your mind not only a topic but also a
controlling idea that commits the paragraph to a specific aspect of the topic. ‘A sentence that
names the topic of the paragraph and contains a controlling idea is called the topic sentence
of the paragraph. It is usually the most general and most important statement of the para-
graph. Now let’s study the following topic sentences in the table and then complete the rest
according to the topic given.



Riding a bicycle gives me much pleasure.

I had a terrible morning today.

College life is quite different from middle school life.
The biggest problem in my college is the lack of space in the reading room.
Jenny is a quiet and shy girl.

Television programs for children
Learning a foreign language
Cathy

The food we eat

Now, do you know what a topic sentence is?

In addition, there are some qualities necessary for a good topic sentence. Look at the following
examples of poor topic sentences and discuss in groups to comment on them. Make improve-
ments where possible. The first one has been done for you as an example.

1. Choosing a major is difficult.

Comment: ( Improvement: )
too general Choosing a major is both important and difficult for a senior high
school student. f
PR )
2. The spelling of the word centre in British English is different from that in American English.
Comment: E /Improvennent: 2
¢ , W
3. Different countries with different customs.
N\ & 2
Comment: Improvement:
J & 4

4. The local food is terrible.

Comment: Improvement: k




Now, can you summarize the features of a good topic sentence?

umnd?y

~

Organizational Sthucture

Read the following paragraph and answer the questions.

e )
Both animals and people respond positively

to rewards. As experiments have shown, rats in
a Skinner box " will systematically press a lever in
order to obtain food. Dogs will perform tricks in
response to verbal praise. People, like those
who practice and practice in order to reach the
Olympics, also work for rewards. English teach-
ers should be aware of this motivational principle

and incorporate it into their teaching methods.

Questions:

1. Is there a topic sentence in this
paragraph? Where is it?

2. How many supporting ideas are
given in the paragraph?

3. What is the function of the last

sentence?

" A Skinner box is a device designed by B. F. Skinner, the foremost behavioral psychologist in the United States,

which contains an opening, through which food may be presented, and a lever. The rat presses the lever a num-

ber of times to obtain food.

Read the following paragraph and answer the questions.
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The sky is clear blue. Sparrows chirp in the
early moming. The fruit trees in the backyard are
beginning to bloom. The hills are turning green,
and purple and yellow wildflowers are appearing
in the fields. The snow on top of Camel Moun-
tain has all melted. It must finally be spring.

Questions:

1. Where is the topic sentence of this
paragraph?

2. Which sentences provide the sup-
porting details?

3.  What is the difference between

Sample 1 and Sample 2 in terms of

organization?

Read the following paragraph and answer the questions.

ST

7 Warmed up a bit, I took a walk along the
/ main aisle. I loved to look at each company’s

display. Always showing their biggest and best
produce, they showed my eyes a kaleidoscope of
colors and a beautiful array of shapes and sizes.
Boxes were lined up, containing bright yellow
lemons and oranges alternating between various
shades of red and green apples. A row of lettuce
and other salad vegetables along the top included
every shade of green imaginable. Cases of smaller
fruit — deep purple grapes, grass green avocados
— made the large fruit look even larger. The
display was framed by bunches of Indiana corn
hanging all around and bordered at the bottom
by earthen colored squash. Indeed the market-

L place was a scene to awake the senses. =

Questions:

1. Which sentence serves as the topic
sentence in this paragraph?

2. What are the supporting ideas?

3. Is there a concluding sentence in
the paragraph?

4. What is the difference between

this sample and the previous two

samples in terms of organization?

Now, can you summarize the organizational structure of a paragraph on the basis of the exercises?




Unity
In the previous section we have discussed how to write a good topic sentence. In this section we
are going to learn how to select appropriate details to develop or support the topic sentence. The
selection of right details will help you to achieve unity in writing. Unity is the essential guality of a
good paragraph. A well-written paragraph has only one point to make, and every sentence in the
paragraph develops or supports that idea. It does not include unnecessary details, nor does it
turn off in unexpected directions.

Read the following two paragraphs and answer the questions.

O Paragraph A @

New students should give careful consideration to the courses they want to take O
in their first semester at college. They should keep in mind that college is a different
institution with new things to experience and new situations to adapt to. I had al-
ways been told that college is not hard and that it is just a matter of keeping up in O
your classes. This is true, but I have found it to be very difficult and time-
consuming. My advice to the freshman is that he be sure that the number and the O
kind of courses he takes are those he can handle. In college there are a vast number O

of courses one can take. O

—
Paragraph B O
New students should give careful consideration to the courses they want to take O

in their first semester at college. For one thing, they should balance science and non-
science courses so that they do not have too many time-consuming labs. They
should also try to get a mixture between subjects they find fairly easy and those that O
are difficult for them. For instance, the student who does well in history but expects
to have a terrible time with calculus might plan on taking both in the same semester O
to balance the workload. The student who does not plan carefully and takes five O

tough courses the first term may wind up on scholastic probation. O

QOO OO0OO0O0O| | OOOOOOO0

Questions:
1. Which paragraph do you think is better? Why?
2. What are the supporting details for the better paragraph? Why are they appropriate?

Now, complete the following outline for Paragraph B.



