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Magnificent Nature for Wandering
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Magnificent Mountains /1

The Meili Snow Mountains —— the Eternal Holy Mountains /2

The Baimang Snow Mountains —— the Paradise for Snub—nosed Monkeys /4
The Haba Snow Mountains —— the Place for Bumper Grain Harvests /6

The Yulong (Jade Dragon) Snow Mountains —— the Symbol of Love /7

The Gaoligongshan Mountains —— a Natural Museum of Organisms /9

The Biluo Snow Mountains —— a Silver Dragon on the Plateau /11

The Diancang Mountains —— the Mountains Rich in Marble Resources /12
The Laojun Mountains —— Father of the Mountains in Yunnan Province /15
The Jiaozi Snow Mountains —— the First Mountain in Mid—Yunnan /17

The Dahailiangzi in Huize County —— the Major Peak of the Imposing Wumeng Mountains /19

Wonders of the Rivers /21

Parallel Flow of Three Rivers —— the Unique Wonder /22

The Tiger Leaping Gorge —— Lapping the Steep Cliffs the Waters of the Jinsha Come /24

The Lancang-Mekong River —— the Danube in the East /27

The Nujiang River —— the Oriental Grand Gorge /29

The Waterhead of the Zhujing River —— When You Drink from the Stream, Remember the Source /30
The Honghe (Red) River—— the Important Demarcation Line of the Landforms in Yunnan /31

The Dulong River——the River Named after a Nationality /32

Miracles of Nature with Unearthly Glory /33

The Stone Forest——the Miracle under the Sun /34

The Earth Forest—— Edifice Made by God /36

The Colored Sand Forest in Luliang—— a Dreamlike World /38
Baishuitai— the Terrace Forgotten by Gods /39

The Red Land in Dongchuan —— the Gorgeous Plateau /40

The Cluster of Volcanoes in Tengchong —— the First of Volcanoes in China /42
The Hot Sea in Tengchong—— the Rare Museum of Terrestrial Heat /43
Pillar-shaped Joints —— the Unique Structure of Geological Evolution /44
Anning Hot Spring — the First Spring on Earth /45

The Butterfly Fountain—— a Place for Courting /46

Lakes Spread All Over the Plateau /47

The Dianchi Lake —— the Jewel on the Plateau /48

The Erhai Lake ——the “Mother Lake” of the Bai Nationality /50
The Lugu Lake ——the Goddess Lake in the "World of Women" /52
The Fuxian Lake ——a Lake Full of Mysteries /55

The Yilong Lake —— the Name Given by Misunderstanding /56
Puzhehei— a Place Abundant in Fish and Shrimps /57
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The Bitahai Lake —— a Tranquil Lake /59

The Napahai Lake —— a Lake by the Forest /60

The Shudu Lake —— the Lake Where You Can Fish with a Stick /61
The Tingming Lake —— a Magical Lake /62

Fantastic and Beautiful Caves and Waterfalls /63

The Cluster of Caves in Jiuxiang—— the Home of Caves /64

The Swallow Cave —— a Cave Once Visited by Xu Xiake /66

The Ancient Alu Caves — the First Caves in Yunnan /67

The Dadieshui Waterfall in the Stone Forest—— the Mist-spurting Waterfall /69

The Jiulong Waterfalls in Luoping—— Ten Waterfalls Can Be Taken in at a Glance /70

The Sanna Waterfalls in Guangnan —— Fantastic Waterfalls in the Home of Zhuang Nationality /71
The Huanglian River Waterfalls in Daguan —— the First of the Waterfalls /72

Searching in the Kingdom of Animals /73

Peacock —— the Symbol of Yunnan /74

Snub-nosed Monkey —— the Rare National Treasure /76

Gibbon——the “Acrobat” /77

Capped Leaf Monkey —— a Monkey with a Hat on /78

Slender Loris——the “Lazybones” of Monkeys /79

Binturong—— a Leopard Cat that Can Twine and Grab Things with Its Tail /80
Black-necked Crane —— the Elegant National Treasure /81

Lady Amherst's Pheasant—— the Most Popular Pheasant for Display /82

The Wild Elephant Valley in Xishuangbanna ——the Best Place to Watch Wild Elephants /83
An Impregnable Pass for Birds —— the Transfer Station for Migratory Birds /85
Sea Gulls in the Spring City —— Happy with the Sea Gulls /86

Exploring the Kingdom of Plants /87

Tropical Rainforests in Xishuangbanna——an Oasis in the Desert Zone of the Tropic of Cancer /88
China Meranti——the “Giant” of Plants /90

A Forest Made by One Tree —— the Biggest Tree in China /91

Plank Buttresses Root —— Anomalous Root System of Plants /92

Old Stems Blossom and Bear Fruit—— Spring Comes to the Withered Trees /93
Common Antiaris ——the “Killer Plant” /94

Spiny Tree Fern——the Live Fossil Plant /95

Southeast Dracaena —— the Plant with the Longest Life on Earth /96

Chinese Yew —— the Most Expensive Medical Plant on Earth /97

Rhododendron Protistum Vav. Giganteum —— the Biggest Azalea Tree in the World /98
Three Kings of Tea Trees —— the Witnesses of “Yunnan is the Sources of Tea” /99
Royal Water Lily — the Biggest Water Lily /101

Eight Celebrated Flowers —— Exotic Flowers Are All Over Yunnan /102
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Yunnan is the kingdom of mountains. Of the 394 thousand square kilometers of Yunnan
Province, 94% are mountainous regions, where mountain ranges go from north to south till South—
east Asia. With high mountains, deep valleys and rivers running from north to south, Yunnan has
its unique plateau landforms. ‘

The mountains rear the people of Yunnan, and the people of Yunnan give the spirit and life

to the mountains.
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HIUBIRBEEZELL) The Mysterious Meili Snow Mountains
KIZEMEL—ETWL
BES LN TEERBKEANEREER, K150A8, 3530 ~402E, #EK7E 6000 KM LA LR
B 18, mmEHBANMEEE, BESUMNEBRR/\XMUZE,

The Meili Snow Mountains the Eternal Holy Mountains

Located in Deqin County, Diqin Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, the Meili Snow Mountains are 150 kilometers in
length and 30 ~ 40 kilometers in width, in which there are 13 peaks at an altitude of over 6,000 meters. According to

Tibetan Buddhism, the Meili Snow Mountains are the first of the eight holy mountains in Tibetan areas.
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The Mingyong Glacier




In the Meili Snow Mountains there
are glaciers that extend from 5,500 meters
above sea level to the forest regions at an
altitude of 2,700 meters, and they are
modern monsoon marine glaciers in low
latitudes, high altitude.
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In the 1930s, Joseph F Rock, an American scholar, praised the splendid, Pyramid-like Meili Snow Mountains as

"the most beautiful mountain in the world" .
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Kawagebo, which means the god of the snowy mountains in Tibetan, is the highest peak of the Meili Snow Mountains,

and also the highest in Yunnan Province. It is 6,740 meters above sea level, and has not been surmounted

FEUAGIEIE The Kawagebo Peak
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The Baimang Snow Mountains
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The Baimang Snow Mountains the Paradise for Snub—nosed Monkeys
Located in Deqin County, the Baimang Snow Mountains are in the middle of the Hengduan Mountain
Range in the southern stretch of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. The mountains have got the name for the snowfield,

and are the national nature reserve. With 20 peaks over 5,000 meters above sea level, the Baimang Snow

Mountains, which go from north to south, are more than 90 kilometers long and 30 ~ 40 kilometers wide.
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Living in the subalpine dark coniferous forest of
spruces and firs of the Baimang Snow Mountains is the
first—class state—protection snub—nosed monkeys that

brings life to the mountains and forests.
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At an elevation between 3,700 meters and 4,500

meters of the Baimang Snow Mountains, there are the

DW

=
0

remains of ancient glaciers of late Pleistocene epoch,

haped valleys and cirques.

= Snub-nosed Monkeys

&5 The U-shaped Valleys in the Baimang Snow Mountains
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[BEEZLL The Haba Snow Mountains
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The Haba Snow Mountains the Place for Bumper Grain Harvests

In the southeast of Shangrila County lie the Haba Snow Mountains that are named after the "Haba
Village" at the foot. Haba means "the place for bumper grain harvests" in the Naxi language. The Haba
Snow Mountains go from north to south, and their towering 5,396-meter peak surrounded by four minor
peaks is just like a crown shining in the distance.

Due to the great differences in altitude, there are different climatypes in the mountains,which

makes the region the distribution center of the azalea, the primrose and the gentian, and the celebrated

flowers have gained the reputation of "the mother of world gardens" for the Haba Snow Mountains.
g I g
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The Yulong (Jade Dragon) Snow Mountains the Symbol of Love
5.596-meter Jade Dragon Snow Mountains are to the north of the Old Town of Lijiang. They have got
the name for their resemblance to a giant crystal jade dragon, and are said to be the embodiment of the god

"Sanduo" of the Naxi people. Therefore, the Jade Dragon Snow Mountains are the holy mountains and the

symbol of love for the Naxi people.

FTREW
The Yulong (Jade Dragon) Snow Mountains
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3,240-meter Yunshanping in the
heart of the Jade Dragon Snow Moun—
tains used to be a silent alpine meadow,
but now it is the best place for tourists
to enjoy a distant view of the peaks of

the Jade Dragon Snow Mountains.

ERBUTORLE
Yunshanping in the Heart of the Jade Dragon
Snow Mountains
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30 species of state—protection animals inhabit the Jade Dragon Snow Mountains, among which are the

snub-nosed monkey, the lesser panda, the clouded leopard and the zibet.

BT
An Alpine Meadow —
Maoniuping—in the Jade
Dragon Snow Mountains




A Distant View of the

Gaoligongshan Mountains
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The Gaoligongshan Mountains a Natural Museum of Organisms
The Gaoligongshan Mountains which have the name from the language of the Jingpo nationality are mainly in the
west and southwest of Yunnan, and go from north to south. For the most part the Gaoligongshan Mountains are the

boundary between China and Myanmar, and they are also the watershed of the Nujiang River system and the Irrawaddy

River system.
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The Alpine Botanical Garden
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With over 1,700 species of
higher plants, the Gaoligongshan
Mountains are known as "the alpine
botanical garden". They are the rare
places where plants of various kinds
assemble, they are the corridors where

animals and plants from north and

BEIEhEEYS2251 The Snow-covered Gaoligongshan Mountains

south converge , and they are also the places where the ancestors of mammals differentiated. There are 456 species of

higher animals and over 2,700 species of insects recorded in the
Gaoligongshan Mountains. Therefore, the mountains are called the

world's "gene center of species".
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The landforms in the Gaoligongshan Mountains are complicated and
were seldom hit by glaciers in Quaternary period. With different climatypes,
the age—old vegetation in the winding mountains falls naturally into six

vertical belts.
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The Gaoligongshan Mountains came into being as the result of the crash
and squeeze of Eurasian Plate and Indian Plate. The peaks, gorges and lakes

are geological wonders and are regarded as "one of the keys to world geology".

SRAAE

The Horns of the Gaoligongshan Mountains
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The Biluo Snow Mountains
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The Biluo Snow Mountains a Silver Dragon on the Plateau
Branching out from the Tanggula Mountains in Tibet, the Biluo Snow Mountains
are one of the major mountains in the Hengduan Mountain Range. The mountains face
the Lancang River in the east and extend to the Nujiang River in the west. With their

peaks capped with snow all the year round, the Biluo Snow Mountains are like a silver

dragon on the plateau. There are beasts like the tiger, the leopard, the bear and the

muntjac, and also birds like the snow cock and the silver pheasant in the mountains.




