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Notes on the Use of the Book

1. This book has included bronzes collected by museums, institutes, and
cultural relic administrations in the regions of Yan’an and Yulin, as well as bronzes
excavated in North Shaanxi and collected by the Shaanxi History Museum and the
Shaanxi Institute of Archaeology.

2. The implements are arranged in the following order: vessels, tools, weapons,
horse and chariot fittings, ornaments and others of unknown function. Within each
category, the artifacts are arranged in chronological order and by location (from
north to south, or east to west) if from the same period.

3. The implements are followed by their original collection numbers. The
Chinese words indicate the location of the collection; for example, Goose-head
hu (B 350), is number 350 in the collection of Baota District, Yan’an. Shaanxi
History Museum is abbreviated as SHM, Shaanxi Institute of Archaeology as
Archaeology, Baota District as Baota and Yuyang District as Yuyang. Other names
are names of counties.

4. The description of the implements uses cm for length and g for weight.

5. Each implement is described by: name, number in original collection, period,
excavated time and location, current location, size, weight, and brief information
about the shape and pattern and inscriptions.

6. Each implement is described with photographs, line drawings, and an
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explanatory text.

7. The archaeological periods of the implements are described as follows:

The first phase of the Yinxu period corresponds to the Middle Shang Dynasty; The
second to the fourth phase of the Yinxu period corresponds to the Late Shang Dynasty;
Western Zhou is divided into three periods: early, middle and late. Kings Wu, Cheng,
Kang, and Zhao belong to the Early Western Zhou; Kings Mu, Gong, Yi, Xiao, and
Yi belong to the Middle Western Zhou; Kings Li, Xuan, and You belong to the Late
Western Zhou. The Spring and Autumn Period is divided into early, middle, and late,
as is the Warring States Period.

The Western Han Period is divided into three periods: early, middle, and late.
The period preceding Emperor Wu is the Early Western Han, from Emperor Wu
to Emperor Zhao is the Middle Western Han, and after Emperor Xuan is the Late

Western Han.
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Ding
ﬁl r_ Middle Shang Period
\
B Discovered in 1977 at Xiejiagoucun, Xiejiagou, Qingjian County, Shaanxi Province
Suide County Museum, Shaanxi Province

Height 19.3 cm, diam. at mouth 16.1 ¢cm, depth of belly 7.9 cm, weight 1616 g

This lobed ding is supported by three cylindrical legs. Two inverted
U-shaped handles stand on a rim below which is decorated by

slanted thunder motifs bordered with small circles.
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Ding

Middle Shang Period

Discovered in 1965 at Yantoucun, Yihe, Suide County, Shaanxi Province

Shaanxi History Museum, Xi’an

Height 24.2 cm, diam. at mouth 19.8 cm, depth of belly 13.5 cm, weight 2810 g

The deep round belly of the ding hanging down toward the bottom sits on three slender legs. On the
everted lip are two inverted U-shaped handles. Animal face motifs encircle the body of the ding just below

the rim. An inscription reading “tian” is found on the interior of the vessel.







