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The things taught in colleges and schools are not an education,

but the means of education.

Looking Ahead

© Talk about school and school education. © Describe a school.
© Learn the word-formation: -ment, -able.

© Practise using indirect speech to report statements and questions.
hing hap Blachool . —_

GBIt

o ek

© Write about something happeni

i Getting Ready

1. Does your school look like any of the following ones in the pictures? Which school do you like
best? Why?

2. Tick the subjects you are having at school now. If some of them are not listed below, write them
down. Which of them do you like best?

[J Chinese 00 English U] History O Politics O Geography
O Biology O Math O Physics O Chemistry [ Music

O P.E. O] Painting Others: -

[ like best.

3. Discuss with your partner how well you think the following animals can do in running, climbing,

swimming and flying with the help of the phrases given.

be good / poor at...
can... well / a little

Duck: Ducks are good at swimming. They can fly and run a little, but they are poor at climbing.
Rabbit: ) . ok

Squirrel: ) ) E— I
Eagle: . ) R
Eel:



The Animal School

Once upon a time, the animals set up a school. Their subjects consisted of
running, climbing, swimming and flying. To make the school management
easier, all the animals had to take all the subjects.

The duck was excellent in swimming, in fact better than her teacher, but
she made only passing grades in flying and was very poor in running. Because
she was slow in running, she had to stay after school and also gave up
swimming in order to practise running. She went on practising running until
her webbed feet were badly worn. Finally, she didn’t pass the running test and
was only average in swimming. But average was acceptable in the school, so
nobody worried about that except the duck herself.

The rabbit was at the top of the class in running, but felt extremely
nervous in swimming class. Later, he had to leave school because again and
again he couldn’t pass the swimming exam.

The squirrel was excellent in climbing until he was discouraged in the
flying class when his teacher made him start from the ground up instead of
from the treetop down. In the end, he got a “C” in climbing and a “D” in
flying.

The eagle was a problem child and was strictly disciplined. In the climbing
class he beat all the others to the top of the tree, but insisted on using his own
way to get there. Because of this, he also got a “C” in climbing.

At the end of the year, a little eel that could swim very well, and also run,

climb and fly a little, had the highest average and got the scholarship.

TIPS | A\

“Have a ick look at ‘g
the title and the -
pictures to know what

* the text is about.

1
-

- “;'rﬂ 1’& \1

=/

webbed feet
[ webd |

Guess the meanings
of average from the
context.

1.

2

What does a problem

child mean?



.g Comprehension

1. Read the text and complete the following table. The first one has been done for you as an example.

Running Climbing Swimming Flying
Duck was very poor, and was excellent, but got made only
uc
didn’t pass the test only average grades passing grades
Rabbit
Squirrel
¥
Eagle
Eel

2. Read the text again to decide whether each of the following statements is true (T) or false (F).
If it is false, correct it.
1) The animals could choose the subjects they liked.
2) The duck couldn’t pass the running exam because she was lazy.
3) The rabbit left school because he couldn’t pass the swimming exam.
4) The squirrel got to the top of the tree first in the climbing exam.
5) The eagle got a “C” in climbing because he got to the top of the tree later than other animals.
6) The eel got the scholarship because he got the highest grades in every exam.

3. Discuss in groups and try to work out which of the following statements is the moral of the fable.

If vou feel there is a different moral, write it down.
HES

A. Animals can’t learn anything well.

. 1) A fable i hort st ial t t
B. We should work very hard in our study. JaFile de st stoty aipsuE Sapiboy

animals, which teaches a lesson.
C. Jack of all trades, master of none. 2) A moral is a lesson which tells us what is right

D. . o or wrong.

4. Retell the fable according to the information you have got and the phrases below.
long long ago put up be made up of give up
insist on worry about  at last be excellent / slow / poor in...

5. Discuss the following questions with your partner.
1) Did the duck get a high score in the swimming test? Why or why not?

2) Why was the squirrel discouraged in the flying class?
3) Do you think the eagle should get a “C” in climbing? If not, what should he get? Why?

4) What would you do if you were the head of the animal school?



Language Focus

P Word Power

1. Match the words on the left with their explanations on the right.

1) average A. to teach someone to obey rules

2) excellent B. money given to a student as an award

3) worn C. very

4) discourage D. to do better than; to defeat

5) extremely E. very good

6) discipline F. to }ake away sb.’s confidence or hope of doing sth.
7) beat G. standard or level regarded as usual

8) scholarship H. damaged by use or wear

2. Fill in the following blanks with the proper forms of the words above.

1) A:
B:
2) A:
B:
3) A:
B:
4) A:
B:
5) A:
B:
6) A:
B:
7) A:
B:
8) A:
B:

3. Find the following phrases in the text and work out their meanings. Then use their proper forms

Your speech is really o . All of us are interested in it.
Thank you very much.
The _temperature here is 25°C all the year round.

So I like it here very much.
How naughty these children are!

[ think I need to ~ them.

Look! Your gloves havebeen ~out.

So, you see, the task is not so easy.

You look very happy today!

Yes.lhavewonthe = to the best students.
Canyou ~your brother at chess?

I am afraid not. He is very good at it.
I didn’t pass the exam.

Don’tbe . You will get a high score next time if you keep on studying hard.

You have eaten all the ice cream!
I’m so sorry. It’s ~ hot today.

to complete the following sentences.

set up ‘consist of have to give up
in order to insist on because of g0 on
1) It’s raining today, sowe ~ change our plan.
2) They B ~anewschool ~~ help the children in the village.

3) No matter how difficult it is going to be, we will never

4)He ~ helping me with my heavy bag.



~ her bad headache.
20 members.
~ studying hard even if you have got the scholarship.

5) Susan didn’t come to school
6) The football team
7) You must

4. Read the following two sentences from the fable you 've read, paying attention to the words in blue.

1) To make the school management easier, all the animals have to take all the subjects.

V. +-ment = n. |

(manage + -ment = management)
2) But average was acceptable in school, so nobody worried about

that except the duck herself. (accept + -able — acceptable) v. +-able 2adj. |

#

Add “-ment” or “-able” to the end of each of the following words you have learnt. Then put

the changed words in the correct columns and guess their meanings.

pay excite govern develop changé
count ~ agree enjoy believe ~ read
v.+-ment—>n _Meaning | v.+ -able — adj. | I(/I;:;r'liingiiiﬁ

» Grammar

Direct Speech & Indirect Speech (1)

Study the rule

Direct speech

Supper is ready.

When will he come
back home?

_She asked if / whetherthe

Statements and Questions

Indirect speech

.

Your father told you' |
(that) supper was ready [SESQE
fifteen minutes ago.

e

What did she ask?

story was interesting.

~ Your mum asked
when you would

come back home.

statement
— THAT clause

Yes / No question
— IF-clause

WH-question
— WH-clause



Find the rule

Direct speech 1 Indirect speech ] The rules

+ She said, “ 1 like this dress.” | ¢ She said she liked that dress. | change of pronouns |
¢ He said, “I have been to the ' @ He said he had been to the Great ‘

Great Wall three times.” . Wall three times. \ CanRE oL Ponses
¢ Emily said to me, “I wrote + Emily told me she had written

four letters yesterday.” ~ four letters the day before. 5 chianige GT sckerbials |
¢ The teacher said, “we will * The teacher said they would | ‘

have a discussion here.” have a discussion there.

¢ The man asked, “Can you use | ¢ The man asked if / whether I could |
a computer?” . usea computer. ‘
¢ “Where is your classroom?” : change of sentence
[ asked. ¢ | asked where his classroom was. | order
¢ She cried, “What a crazy idea |
you have!” . ¢ She cried that | had a crazy idea. |

Apply the rule

1. Change the following sentences from direct speech into indirect speech.

1) The manager asked, “Mary, have you worked her since 2000?”

2) John said, “I'm going to visit my uncle next week.”

3) Susan asked, “How rr;;my cigare;tes did you smoke each day two years ago?”
4) The poor man said, “My ﬁoney had run out by last week.”

5) The stﬁdent ;lélzed, “Wheﬁ didiccﬁmt;us discover Amefica?”

7) She said, “1 movieciiitilere yesterdavy.i"

. Read the following passage about Clair and change the sentences in indirect speech into direct

speech.

Clair is one of my new friends. He comes from a small mountain village. He said that he
had a happy family there. He said he had lived in that village for 15 years. I asked him whether he
liked the city. He said he liked it very much. He cried how tall the buildings were when he saw the
skyscrapers for the first time. He said he had never been to a zoo. He asked me where the zoo was
and when we could go to visit it. He said he would write a letter about the visit back to his

younger sister.



3. Please write a statement, a YES / NO question and a WH-question in direct speech, and change them
into indirect speech.

Statement:
YES / NO question:

WH-question:

Listening and Speaking

Describing a School

1. Tony drew the following picture after his mother had told him something about her first day at
school. But he had made some mistakes in this picture. Now listen to the tape and circle the

mistakes. The first one has been done for you.

2. Listen again and fill in the blanks with the information you get.
[ can still very well the day I went to my high school. It was a
day, so we i do morning exercises. Usually the students would do morn-
ing exercises on the playgroundat ~ ifit’s not raining. So, [ tooka
around our school instead. The  buildingwasthe =~ building in our school;
we had most of our lessons in it. The was my favorite place. In front of it there were

big trees. Our school was not a big school, and we didn’t have a school canteen, so



the students had to go back home for and . Well, generally speaking,

our school was very ~and I liked it very much.

3. Interview one of your classmates about his primary or junior middle school. Ask questions

according to the table and take down some notes. Then report it to the class.
Items Questions Notes 5
Name |
Location
Size
Buildings
Teachers
Students
Subjects
: Aéﬁﬁﬁes |
Suppose you have interviewed Jack. You may start your report like this:

Jack’s school is called... It is located in...

\"f\il; Writing

My First Day at School

1. Think about the following questions about your first day at school. They might help you develop
your writing.
1) What was the weather like on that day? 2) How did you feel before you got to the school?
3) What was your school like? 4) Was there anything special that happened?
5) Whom did you meet? 6) Did you like your school?

2. Write a short paragraph about your first day at school with the answers to the questions above.
On that day, the weather

Before I got to the school, I felt

The school looked like

and B B

I met (people) ) )

Generally speaking, I think the school




@ Challenging Yourself

1. Do you know what the following titles refer to? Match them with their equivalents.

1)B. A. Bachelor of Science p&2 T n
2) B. Sc. Bachelor of Arts Proptii A
3)M. A, Doctor of Philosophy g+
4) Ph. D. Master of Arts WikEe-1

o

. The following words are all from the text. Get familiar with them in order to help your understanding.

realize advantage remain continue particular

Try to read as fluently as you can and then complete the exercises that follow.

School Education

In most developed countries the government provides free education for children because it
realizes that educated citizens are useful to the country in their later life. Most countries also have
private education. This means that parents can pay to have their children sent to certain schools.
People who agree with this system say that it gives parents a larger choice of schools. Other people
think that private schools give the children who go to them an unfair advantage over their children.

At the age of three, many children go to nursery school. Two or three years later, they enter a
primary school. At the age of about 11 they go to a secondary school. In some countries this is called
a high school. Children remain at their secondary school until they are between 16 and 18. Then
they may have a chance of continuing their study at a university or college.

Universities and colleges are places where some young people go to continue their education after
leaving school. Most university students study one main subject, though they may also study a number of
others. Teaching is usually by lectures, or by discussions between a lecture and a group of students.

Most students stay at their university for three or four years. At the end of that, they take an
examination. If they pass, they receive their Bachelor’s degree, ususlly a B.A. or B.Sc. Some
students study for several more years in order to get higher degrees, such as M.A. and Ph.D.

Most university courses do not train students to do a particular job. Colleges, on the other hand,
usually teach skills which enable students to follow a career, such as clothing design, or business
studies.

1. Read through the passage and write the numbers 1 — 5 in the blacks.
1) Paragraph ~ tells us something about the degrees.

2) Paragraph ~ talks about free education and private education.



10

o

3) Paragraph s about the differences between colleges and universities.
4) Paragraph is about the process of school education.
5) Paragraphs | ~and ~tell us something about colleges and universities.

. Read the first paragraph, paving attention to the pronouns in red. Write down what they refer to.

1)it (Line 1)

2) their (Line 2)
3) this (Line 3)
4) it (Line 4)

5) them (Line 5)

. Read the passage again and choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1) Why do most developed countries provide free education for children?
A. Because the children don’t have money to go to school.
B. Because their governments have realized that educated citizens are useful to the country.
C. Because education won'’t cost the countries too much money.
D. This passage doesn’t tell us the reason.
2) Do all the people agree with the private education system? Why or why not?
A. Yes. Because all the people think that the private education system is better.
B. Yes. Because all the people think that the private education system gives parents a larger
choice of schools.
C. No. Because some people think that the private education system gives some children an
unfair advantage.
D. No. Because all the people think that the private education system is not good.
3) What is the usual process of one’s education?
A. nursery school — university / college — secondary school / high school — primary school
B. primary school — nursery school — secondary school / high school — university / college
C. nursery school — primary school — secondary school / high school — university / college
D. university / college — nursery school — secondary school / high school — primary school
4) Which of the following statements is true according to this passage?
A. All the university students study one subject.
B. After staying at the university for three or four years, all the students can get a Bachelor’s
degree.
C. Students usually receive a Master’s degree before receiving a Bachelor’s degree.

D. Unlike university, colleges usually teach skills which enable students to follow a career.

. Discuss in groups and try to find out whether education in China is the same as what is mentioned

in the passage.



