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Preface

The historical mission, which was set forth in the Sixteenth National Congress of the Communist Party
of China, was to “develop learning society in which all people learn through their life and promote
comprehensive development of human”. It was one of the important goals of “ creating fairly comforta-
ble society” which was pursued by CPC and all Chinese. The Seventeenth National Congress of CPC
emphasized once more creating learning society and set forth “providing education for all people” . The
Social Science Department of the Ministry of Education established “Learning Society’s Creation Re-
search” project and entrusted Mr. Xinjun Zhu, president of the Chinese Adult Education Association,

to direct the resgarch.

From the primary situation of China and its practices of Learning Society’s Creation and guided by the i-
dea of scientific development, the research tried hard to reflect the modern Chinese and creating char-
acteristics. It should not only elaborate the theories base on Learning Society’s Creation, but also set

forth promising strategies and practical measures.

The internal logic and technic lie, centering on the “creation”, is the following three questions. The
first question, in relation to the reason of creation, is why we create learning society. The second, in
relation to the theories base on creation, is what learning society is. The third, what we emphasis and

main significance of the research, is how to create learning society.

The research is one of the significant applied projects of social construction on national macro level.
The significance and complex of the research, however, necessitate principle of combination of many
methods and dimensions. The whole research upholds the following five principles, i. e. combinating
theoretic gnidance and experiential research, combinating researches on a special topic and general
topic, combinating Chinese characteristics and international experience, combinating quantity and
quality research, combinating research and promoting creation. Based on these principles, the conclu-
sion of the research will be scientific, the grounds of argument will be ample, the thinking way will be

promising, the analysis will be pertinent, and the measures will be practical.

The research lasted two and half years from December 2007. The proéess included thfee stages:
(1) preparatory stage (2007. 12—2068. 4), inéluding developing application report, research pro-
gram and frame, project group, etc. (2) sub-projects research stage (2008.5—2009.12), in which
nine sub-projects were conducted simultaneously, i. e. “research on the context of Learning Society’s
Creation” , “research on the basic theories of Learning Society’s Creation” , “research on the main
strategies and measures of Learning Society’s Creation” , “research on construction of lifelong education

system in relation to learning society” , “research on construction of social learning platform and social

Vi



learning resources” , “research on construction of learning cities” , “research on construction of learn-

2

ing communities” , “research on construction of learning rural communities” and “research on con-

i

struction of learning organizations” .

(3) synthetical stage (2009.12—2010.6), in which the final outcomes, based on the sub-projects,

Nine sub-reports were completed in the end of this stage.

were completed by the synthetical group. The final outcomes included a book titled Theories and Prac-
tices of Learning Society’s Creation, and a report titled Some Suggestions on Promoting Learning
Society’s Creation in China. The project group had three meetings respectively in April 2008, March
2009 and June 2010 and the synthetical group had a meeting in December 2009. In addition, there

were several meetings between the leaders of the sub-projects.

The innovations of the research are as below;

1. The expanding on the strategic applied level: overviewing the process and progress and problems of
Learning Society’s Creation in China systematically; opening up and deepening the research on elemen-
tary strategies of Learning Society’s Creation, for example the strategy of holistic promoting, rural de-
velopment leading by urban development and the spatial layout as a whole; opening up and deepening

the research on the spatial differences between the east, middle and west regions.

2. The breakthrough on the measure applied level: first, it is the first time.in a book with chapters ti-
tled “Fostering Lifelong Learning Culture” and “ Construction of Social Learning Platform and Social
Learning Resources” ; secondly, deepening the research on Constructing Scientifically a Lifelong Edu-

cation System and professionalizing lifelong educators.

3. Advances on the level of basic theoretic study: overview systematically the concepts of learning soci-

ety in the world; exploring the new concept of learning society and its evaluation sysfem.

The leader of the project is Mr. Xinjun Zhu, and the associate leaders of the project are Mr. Guodong
Xie, Mr. Yandong Qu, Mr. Zhonghai Ye and Mr. Zhikun Zhang. Other members of the group are in
the appendix.

I would like to acknowledge the support of the Department of Education of Zhejiang Province, the De-
partment of Education of Jiangsu Province, the Bureau of Education of Hangzhou City and the Bureau
of Education of Xiaoshan District, the Bureau of Education of Nanjing City and the Bureau of Educa-
tion of Jianye District, Xiaoshan Community College and Jianye Community College, the China Nation-
a] Institute for Educational Research, the Institute of Vocational Education and Adult Education of East

China Normal University, the units to which the members of the project group belong.

Xinjun Zhu
8" June 2010
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