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This is the first unit of
pre”"e Book One. In the Lis-

tening and Speaking
section, you will learn how to start a con-
versation with other people and how to talk
about yourself. In the Reading and Writing
section, Text A tells us about the transition
the author experienced from high school to
college; Text B lells us what the writer
wants from his college education; Text C
includes some advice from a former college
student.
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I . Objectives

After studying this unit, the students are expected to be able to

1. grasp the basic skills necessary to understand and talk to other people when

meeting them for the first time;

2. understand the main ideas of Texts A, B and C, and master the useful sen-

tence structures and words and expressions found in the first two texts;

3. know clearly how to use countable and uncountable nouns;

4. fill in a form with their personal information;

5. understand the main idea of an English paragraph and identify the topic

sentence (1).

[l . Suggested Teaching Plan

Time "

Contents*

Plan

2 periods

Preview

Listening and

Speaking

The teacher explains the Preview so that the
students will have some idea of what this unit

is about. Then, the teacher lets the students

A. listen to the first half of the short talk in
Ex. 1 twice and fill in the missing words;

B. listen to the second half of the short talk in
Ex. 1 twice and fill in the missing words;

C. listen to the whole short talk and do Ex. 2;
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Time *

Contents *

Plan

A. go through the new words in the 1st conver-
sation in Exercise 3 and listen to the conver-
sation twice while filling in the missing
words ;

B. answer the questions about the conversation
by way of group discussion or the traditional
teacher-student interaction ;

C. go through the second conversation with the
same steps;

D. do Exercise 4 in pairs or groups.

Before ending class, the teacher tells the
students how to do the exercises ( Ex. 5-10)
in Listening Practice” as their homework.
The teacher also tells the students that they
should be prepared to answer the questions
in Ex. 9 and give an oral presentation in
class when the teacher and the students next

meet.

3 periods

Review of the
listening and
speaking skills
the students have

learned

Text A & text-related

exercises

The teacher asks some students to answer the
questions in Ex. 9 of the Listening and Speaking
section and invites at least two students to give
an oral presentation in class, telling their
classmates three reasons why they want to be
college students.

After finishing the Listening and Speaking
tasks, the teacher turns to the Reading and
Writing section of the unit. ( These activities

should be done in half a period. )
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Time*

Contents *

Plan

After a brief explanation of the instructions, the

teacher

A. lets the students list the things that they were
excited and worried about when they first got
to college. This can be done in complete Eng-
lish sentences or just phrases. If the students
have difficulty doing this, the teacher should
provide them with the following key words in
English: (for things students may be excited
about) beautiful campus, good library, teach-
ers and classmates, the computer room, the
environment, new way of life, etc.; and (for
things students may be worried about) being
away from home, the food, competition with
other students, difficulties in study, washing
clothes, taking a bath or shower, new teach-
ers, etc.;

B. organizes pair work or group discussion
among the students, which should last for
about 5 minutes only, then

C. gives the students 10 minutes to read Text A
and find out the things that worried the writ-
er when he first got to college. ( The Starter

should be done in about half a period. )

The teacher

A. discusses the whole text with the students
(one period) ;

B. guides the students through the exercises, fo-
cusing on certain items or leaving some exer-
cises as the students’ homework according to
the students’ levels (one period or more).
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Time "

Contents”

Plan

1 period

Grammar Review

Practical Writing

The teacher talks about the difference be-
tween countable and uncountable nouns,
and at the same time, asks the students to
do the grammar exercises in class.

The teacher asks the students to look at the
Chinese information in Ex. 12 of the section
of Practical Writing and see if they can fill in
the English Registration Form with this infor-
mation. After this, the teacher explains the
different terms and expressions in the regis-
tration form. With the help of the teacher,
the students should complete the form in
Ex. 13 with their own information, and do
Ex. 14 as well.

2 periods

Text B & text-related
exercises

Text C

Basic Reading Skills

While discussing the text with the students,
the teacher calls the students’ attention to the
structure of the paragraphs of the text, intro-
ducing briefly the concept of the topic sen-
tence. The vocabulary exercises can be done
either in or after class.

This text should either be read by the
students themselves as their homework or

done in class.

The teacher makes full use of Texts A and
B
paragraphs in the two texts and, at the same
time, inviting the students to analyze others.

, analyzing and explaining some of the
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* This unit should be taught in 8 periods.
* The Teacher’s Book contains every page of the Student’s Book. It also contains the
listening scripts, the various notes and examples as well as the answers.

Il. Background Information

High schools in the United States offer college preparatory programs and voca-
tional programs. College preparatory programs give students the necessary background
for admission to a college or university. Vocational programs prepare students for jobs
immediately following high school.

All high schools offer required courses — that is, classes in such subjects as Eng-
lish, science, and social studies. High school students also may choose from a wide
variety of elective courses, such as music, foreign languages, or industrial arts. Ex-
tracurricular high school activities, which occur outside of classroom time, include
sports, clubs, and plays.

Most United States high schools are free public schools supported chiefly by state
and local taxes. Each local school district has a governing body, usually a school
board, that makes school policies and monitors the quality of education that students
receive. A superintendent administers the district policies. Each high school is headed
by an experienced educator, usually called the principal.

About 90 percent of students in the United States attend public high schools. The
United States also has several types of secondary schools outside the public-school sys-
tem. Most of these private schools charge tuition. They include parochial schools,
which are operated by the Roman Catholic Church or other religious groups, and pri-
vate college preparatory schools, also called prep schools. Prep schools prepare
students for admission to colleges and universities. Each state has laws and rules that
its high schools must follow. (From the 1998 World Book Multimedia Encyclopedia)

Universities and colleges are schools that continue a person’s education beyond high
school. A university or college education helps men and women enjoy richer, more mean-
ingful lives. It prepares many people for professional careers as doctors, engineers, law-
yers, or teachers. It also gives a person a better appreciation of such fields as art, litera-
ture, history, human relations, and science. In doing so, a university or college education
enables individuals to participate with greater understanding in community affairs.
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Universities differ from colleges in that they are larger, have wider curricula, are
involved in research activities, and grant graduate and professional as well as under-
graduate degrees. (From the 1998 World Book Multimedia Encyclopedia, encyclope-
dia. com)

Students who decide to attend college must choose the school that most nearly fits
their needs, finances, and personal likes. They can discover many of the facts by
talking to friends and teachers. They can learn about particular schools by writing to
them for information.

There are a number of basic questions a student should ask about any school be-
ing considered.

1. Does the school offer the courses in which I am interested?

2. How well is the school equipped in general buildings, libraries, laboratories,
and other property?

3. What teaching methods does the school use? What is the average size of each
class?

4. What is the standing of the school? Is it accredited? What is the standing of the
particular college or department of the school in which I intend to do most of my work?

5. What are the school’s tuition, fees, and living expenses? Are opportunities
available for earning all, or part of, my expenses while I attend school?

6. Does the school offer the extracurricular ( nonacademic) activities in which I
am interested?

7. How is the school located with regard to transportation, living quarters, and
general conveniences?

Colleges and universities state their entrance requirements in their catalogs. They
nearly always require a transcript (copy) of an applicant’s high school credits, as well
as letters of recommendation. Entrance examinations are generally given several
months before the school term begins. Freshmen usually take the intelligence and apti-
tude tests during an orientation period, frequently called freshman week at colleges
and universities in the United States.

Many college students earn all or part of their expenses. Many students have part-time
jobs while they attend school, such as working in stores and restaurants. Most schools offer
students jobs, such as waiting on tables in dormitories or working in the library.

Students may receive all or part of their college expenses through various aid pro-
grams. These programs include scholarships and fellowships; federal, state, and pri-
vate loan programs; and benefits for veterans and certain other groups such as war or-
phans. ( Adapted from the 1998 World Book Multimedia Encyclopedia)
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