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m The Cardinal Virtue of Prose
/ Arthur Clutton-Brock

4y
BEENR, LZH¥ER. “The Cardinal Virtue of Prose”, 8 The
Oxford Book of English Prose, DIEIXiE EiTie N F e, B F.

Prose of its very nature is longer than verse, and the virtues peculiar to
it manifest themselves gradually. If the cardinal virtue of poetry is love, the
cardinal virtue of prose is justice; and, whereas love makes you act and
speak on the spur of the moment, justice needs inquiry, patience, and a
control even of the noblest passions. By justice here | do not mean justice
only to particular people or ideas, but a habit of justice in all the processes
of thought, a style tranguillized and a form moulded by that habit. The mas-
ter of prose is not cold, but he will not let any word or image inflame him
with a heat irrelevant to his purpose. Unhasting, unresting, he pursues it,
subduing all the riches of his mind to it, rejecting all beauties that are not
germane to it; making his own beauty out of the very accomplishment of it,
out of the whole work and its proportions, so that you must read to the end
before you know that it is beautiful. But he has his reward, for he is trusted
and convinces, as those who are at the mercy of their own eloquence do
not; and he gives a pleasure all the greater for being hardly noticed. In the
best prose, whether narrative or argument, we are so led on as we read, that
we do not stop to applaud the writer, nor do we stop to question him.

CHOCE E B M M R (“The Cardinal Virtue of Prose™ £ TFHISCH—
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B, WRH A CF R ENORRBT. 7 RAEEZR TR
G BE TR Z S

Trih, EEMN=ATTHIRBBCKIPER: B 5C UL the cardinal virtue of
prose is justice, FTiF justice, BH“F L "\ & H " Jz BB AR B IE A HY
2% i justice needs inquiry, patience, and a control even of the noblest pas-
sions, R IX b B sk PRI OB FHECP A0 T AE B KK B
YEF it — B WX R — B T8 L —Fh 32 U — £ (2 habit of justice in all
the processes of thought, a style tranquillized and a form moulded by that
habit), 718 justice, & 38 BRI 2 b« B L "M S 78 S8, U ik SIR
It 7 i B 0 ¥ ST XUAD | b 3348 B B A JE

YERIR B, X L IEH UL T HFIE:

1. ZHRHEHEEXKshiEA A, W: love makes you act and speak...,
hé pursues it ...; By justice here I do not mean ... but W,

2. ZABREFL XN, T R SO 46 M 80K #7825 A& A, a0
habit, style, form, beauty reward, accomplishment 5% .

3. RHEEATCRENE EFEMA T (D MNRMEE, Wk of its very nature, out
of the whole work and its proportions, By justice; (2) #2484 /& H 5 /& %545
%71, in:and the virtues peculiar to it, with a heat irrelevant to his purpose,
a pleasure all the greater for being hardly noticed; (3) &2 PR & E F H i 243 1)
55 1E, 10  a style tranquillized and a form moulded by that habit; (4 fE{RE 1)
HL7E 47 A $4 1% , 1 : subduing all the riches, rejecting all beauties % .

4. AIECEMULIRST EFMH T — B EME R A F, W0 If the
cardinal virtue of poetry is love, the cardinal virtue of prose is justice; ... we

do not stop to applaud the writer, nor do we stop to question him.
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F)IX — SR EE, B SR RO BRSO OR YT A FeATT T = AN 3R] AR
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