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Apart from an introduction to Belgium and a selection of its
major attractions and sights, this book is the story of a pavilion that
earned a very worthy place amongst the more than 200 contributions
from countries and organisations at the World Expo 2010 in

Shanghai.

The project team deliberately chose a pragmatic design: we
built a modest building that can take on a new identity after this
Expo, and that was therefore perfectly in line with the theme of

“Better City, Better Life” . The Belgian regions, provinces and
companies helped to make this pavilion an important calling card for
our country, and to make a visit to our Belgian-EU pavilion more

than worthwhile for the hundreds of thousands of Expo visitors.

The Expo in Shanghai was a unique opportunity for our
country and our regions to work in close cooperation to promote
Belgium as a tourist destination, but, most of all, also as a place
to do business. Together we have succeeded in showcasing our
strengths and ensuring that the less well-known sides of Belgium
that play such an important role in attracting foreign investors
and companies, such as our leading position in the scientific and

academic world, received the attention they deserved.

Commissioner General of the Belgian Government

World Expo Shanghai 2010
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Shanghai 2010: “Better City, Better Life”

Between the 1st of May and the 31st of October 2010,
Shanghai plays host to the World Expo. The city expects 70 to 80
million people to visit the pavilions of more than 200 participating
countries and organisations-a record number in the more than 150-

year history of the World Expo.

The theme of this Expo in Shanghai is “Better City, Better
Life”: a call for a better existence in our cities of the future
through a well-considered urban planning policy and sustainable

development.

“Better City, Better Life” is all about integrating the natural
environment into our landscapes, sustainable construction, a high-
quality social environment and guaranteeing our well-being and
comfort. However, the theme also focuses on the less well-off, the
sharing of values and cultures and peaceful dialogue to help us

identify solutions together.

The theme, which expresses the concerns of China and the

international community for a sustainable future, is in keeping
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with our day-to-day reality in Belgium. The modern, intensive

lives that we lead in our cities have instilled in us a belief that it
is more important than ever to protect our environment, and to
achieve a balance between energy consumption and environmental
management. After all, our physical and emotional wellbeing

depends on it.
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Approach of the Belgian-EU Pavilion

Constructing the Belgian-EU pavilion for the World Expo
2010 in Shanghai required a special approach. The Chinese culture
differs radically from the Belgian way of life, and the scale and

density of Shanghai are not comparable to the European context.

In order to fully understand the context of the Expo 2010 and
its true meaning for China, the Belgian project team travelled to
Shanghai where it engaged with the local authorities, architects
and residents, hoping to gain a deeper understanding of their

expectations for the event and for the Belgian-EU pavilion.

The Belgian-EU pavilion had to provide a solution to the
dynamic atmosphere of the city of Shanghai. Understanding the
Chinese culture and meeting the expectations for a Belgian-EU

pavilion were a major challenge.

The pavilion also needed to reflect the essence of Belgium in a

very clear way.

Historically, politically and socially, Belgium represents a
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place of transit and union of diverse cultures, races and beliefs,
Belgium, efficiently plugged in to all major European countries, has
always been a “place of balance” where people have gathered with
common interests that surpass their national needs. It is one of the

birth places of the Industrial Revolution and the European Union.

In a harmonious balance, the Belgian-EU pavilion aims to

reflect the diversity of the people gathered in Belgium.

Today, Belgium is closely connected to its surrounding

countries by highly efficient means of transport: high-speed

wallonia
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railways, motorways and shipping lanes. Our country is
characterized by one of the most efficient communication networks
in Europe, both for its population and for its goods and information

network.

Belgium is an organic country; a living element in perpetual
evolution. This delicate balance between collective needs and
individual aspirations has inspired the development of the Belgian-

EU pavilion for the Shanghai Expo 2010.

The Belgian-EU pavilion aims to provoke conversation and
to attract as many people as possible. [t introduces our country to
the entire world, as well as the cultures of our country, the different

regions, our creativity and our talented people and companies.



