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C hina is a country that has a 5,000-year

long history of civilization. In numerous

regions on the vast expanse of its territory, the
natural scenery is fine, ecosystem intact, and geo-
logical structure unique. Some wild plants and
animals that are going to be extinct in the world
are well preserved in some regions. Besides, the
industrious, courageous and in-
telligent Chinese people of the
ancient times had created,
through their arduous and tough
struggle on this beautiful and
fertile land, our brilliant and glo-
rious ancient civilization, and
left to the world today a host of
valuable cultural heritages.
World Heritage is shown in two
aspects: cultural and natural.
The cultural heritage refers to
historic sites, building com-
plexes and relics which are of
historical, esthetic, archeologi-
cal and scientific and cultural or
anthropological values. The natural heritage re-
fers to outstanding natural, ecological and geo-
graphical structures; species on the brink of ex-
tinction; and geographic regions with scientific,
preservation or esthetic significance.

On November 16th, 1972, the 17th General
Conference of UNESCO in Paris adopted the In-
ternational Convention for the Protection of the
World Cultural and Natural Heritage (World Heri-
tage Convention). So far, 152 countries in the
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world have adhered to it and a total of 554 Cul-
tural and/or Natural Sites are listed in the World
Heritage Index. By the end of 1998, 21 items of
China are among the Index. They are: The Taishan
Mountain or Mt.Tai; The Great Wall; The Impe-
rial Palace of the Ming and Qing Dynasties; The
Mogao Caves; The Terracotta Warriors and
Horses by the Mausoleum of
the First Emperor of the Qin
Dynasty; Beijing Man Remains
at Zhoukou Dian;The Yellow
Mountain, or Mt. Huang, the
Huangshan Mountain; The
Nine Stockade Trenches Val-
ley (Jiu Zhai Gou) Historic Sce-
nic Area; The Yellow
Dragon(Huang-Long) Historic
Scenic Area; The Chengde
Mountain Resort in and the
Outlying Temples; The Potala
Palace in Lasa; The Temple and
cemetery of Confucius and the
Kong Family Mansion and the
Confucian Tombs; Ancient Building Complexes
in the Wudang Mountains; The Mt. Lu Historic
Scenic Area Historic Scenic Area; The Old City
of Pingyao; The Suzhou Gardens; The Old City
of Lijiang; The Mount Emei-Leshan Giant Bud-
dha Historic Scenic Area; The Wulingyuan scenic
area; The Temple of Heaven; The Summer Palace.
With a concise introduction and illustration this book
presents to the reading pubilc a brief knowledge of
China's World Heritage.
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Sunrise at Mt. Tai
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Nan Tian Men: Southern Heavenly Gate
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Cliff inscriptions and engravings on Mount Tai, Shandong Province
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The Great Wall

he Great Wall, majestic and sublime, was an ancient defense project rarely seen in the history of

L | architecture of the human race. It is an emblem of the Chinese people, and the crystallization of the
labor and intelligence of our ancestors. Its construction was started in the eighth and seventh centuries B.C.
in the Spring and Autumn Period and the Period of the Warring States. When the Qin Dynasty was founded
in 221 B.C. the First Emperor of Qin began building the Great Wall on a large scale, and a gigantic structure
with a length of over 5,000 km was formed, lasting, from Lin Tao of the Gansu Province in the west, to the
eastern Liaoning Province in the east. The Great Wall as that is well preserved today was repaired and
rebuilt in the Ming Dynasty, it lasts from the Jiayu Pass in the west to the Yalyu-jiang (Amnok-gang) River
in the east, with a total length of 6,350 km. The Great Wall, renowned for its remote historical origin,
monumental scale of engineering, and majestic impressiveness is praised as one of the Wonders of the
world, as are the pyramids of Egypt, the Taiji Mahal Mausoleum of India, and the Hagia. Sophia Cathedral
of Istanbul and other historic sites.

The Ba-da-ling, Mu-tian-yu and Si-ma-tai segments of the Great Wall which lie within the Beijing
District were all built during the Ming Dynasty. Their rising and falling on the peaks and valleys form a
picture of power and grandeur. With fully embodiment of its style and features , they are model samples and
emblems of the Great Wall. All those who come to Beijing feel happy to have a look at these sights. "He who

has not been on the Great Wall is not a true man" has become the brave and inspiring words of travelers both

domestic and abroad.
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Lao Long Tou: the Old Dragon Head
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Sima Tai (the Terrace of Sima) Great Wall
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Ba-da-ling Great Wall, "Peak reaching in 8 directions".
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The Imperial Palace of the Ming and Qing Dynasties

E he Imperial Palace of the Ming and Qing Dynasties is also known as(Forbidden City™°)). Its
construction began in 1406 A.D. (the fourth year of the Yong Le reign ) and finished by 1420 A.D.

(the eighteenth year of the Yong Le reign). The Palace occupies an area of 724,250 square meters, while the

buildings as exist today cover 155,000 square meters. There are altogether over 890 palace buildings of
various types, consist of 8,700 rooms. The palace building complex has a strictly planned layout, showing
a clear order of hierarchy. It fully embodies the traditional principles of China's feudal ruling class.The
palace is divided into two major parts, the outer palace that stands in front, and the inner courts that lie
behind. The outer palace has, along the central axis of the whole palace, the Three Great Halls, namely, the
Hall of Supreme Harmony, the Hall of Central Harmony, and the Hall of Preserved Harmony. On the east
and west sides are, respectively, the Halls of Culture and War. This is the place where the emperor used to
meet his chief ministers to discuss national affairs, and to hold national celebrations and ceremonies. The
inner courts include three larger halls, the Qianging (Masculine/Heavenly Clarity) Palace, the Jiaotai (Mu-
tual Security Hall, and the Kunning (Feminine/Earthly Peace) Palace, and the imperial gardens, as well as
the Eastern and Western Six Palaces. During the Qing Dynasty, the Inner Courts were the places where the
emperor handled routine affairs and where the emperor, the empress, the empress dowager and the emperor's
concubines led their daily lives. The Imperial Palace is the largest existing and perfectly preserved pal
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Shen-Wu Men, the Godly Military Gate, the grand exit of the For-

bidden City on the north, on the midline of the symmetrical layout.

[Note]"Gu-gong Bo-wu-yuan", the five chinese characters inscribed
above the gade and below the gate tower read, from left to right

(contrary to the direction of classical writing).
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[Note] Zheng-da-guang-ming, the inscription above the throne

reads, from right to left (in the direction of classical writing).
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Bronze Crane

Gilded bronze lioness, cub under a paw
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