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Preface

Towards the end of the 1990s, all people of virtue, both old and young, gathered to celebrate the
completion of the new buildings of Zhejiang Library. The grand and pleasure-giving occasion was
memorable with all the graceful music, magnificent speeches, praiseful poetry and paintings. More-
over, Zhejiang Library compiled and published the Selected Paintings and Calligraphic Works from
the Collection of Zhejiang Library to mark it, which contains masterpieces created by such famous
painters of the Ming and the Qing Dynasty as Wen Zhengming, Dong Qichang, Ba Da Shan Ren and
Sheng Quan as well as such modern masters as Wu Changshuo, Qi Baishi, Huang Binhong and Feng
Zikai, thus proving to be highly attractive in the circles of fine arts.

Now the Library is going to celebrate its centenary. At this good news. fellow members of the art
circles presented the Library with 123 calligraphic works, paintings and collections in addition to the
other 26 works for the 80th anniversary of its establishment, most of which are exquisitely and
vigorously conducted. Some others are elegant and pure to conform to the law of nature. Even the
few mediocre works reveal the equal enthusiasm of their creators towards the celebration. In order to
thank the artists for their kindness and make this artistic collection a spiritual treasure, Zhejiang
Library decided to have all the presented works printed in full colours and published by Zhejiang
People's Publishing House, so as to make a perfect match of this new Selected Contemporary
Paintings and Calligraphic Works from the Collection of Zhejiang Library and the Selected Paint-
ings and Calligraphic Works from the Collection of Zhejiang Library published three years ago.
This new collection demonstrates the spirit of the times and thus constitutes a marvellous continua-
tion of the old one to promote the development of culture and art.

The compilation was a painstaking job. It could not be successful without the frequent personal
attention paid by Mr. Cheng Xiaolan, the curator, and Mr. Wang Xiaoliang, the vice curator, as well
as the great endeavours made by other leading members of the Library and such responsible editors
as Bai Yun. We are aware that the publication of any book involves much difficulty and great efforts:
hence the ancient saying: We will spare no efforts even if the paper is dear in Luoyang.

Anything influential but with shortcomings will still draw people of similar inclinations. The publi-
cation of this pictorial book is definitely praiseworthy, though any criticism or suggestion towards
what I have said is welcome.

This preface was written at Nanshan by the West Lake on May 5, 2000, when a gentle breeze was

freely blowing with azalea in full bloom.

—Wang Bomin
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(The works in this picture album are arranged in the sequence of the

birth time of painters and calligraphers.)
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1. Tan Jiancheng: Pine Tree and Rocks

Tan Jiancheng, a native of Huzhou, Zhejiang Province,was born in 1898. He
graduated from the Southeast University. Nanjing. in 1920 as a BA and from To-
kyo Graduate School of Fine Arts, Japan. in 1923. He is a member of Zhejiang
Artists Association and a member of Xiling Seal Engraving Society. and once

held the position as director of Huzhou Painting Academy.
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2. LuYifei: Birds and Flowers

Lu Yifei, a native of Changshu, Jiangsu Province, was born in 1908.
He was a professor of China Academy of Fine Arts and an adviser to Xiling
Seal Engraving Society. His published works include A Model Book of
Flower-and-bird Paintings by Lu Yifei, Running and Cursive Script Cal-
ligraphy in Long Scroll by Lu Yifei and A Collection of Paintings by Lu
Yifei.






