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Foreword

During the Spring Festival, the two chief editors Wang Baolin and Zong Fengying showed me their new work Insignias for
Civil Officials and Military Officers and asked me to write a preface. I did graduate from the History Department, but my
focus is teaching of archeology and archeological fieldwork, and I have little knowledge about the dress system of the past
dynasties. Unable to decline, I learned it from the beginning and made this short preface.

In the past dynasties, setting up the dress system was an important component of the imperial establishment. In official
histories, the earliest record of this was in the Dress System of History of the Eastern Han, and it was mentioned many times
thereafter. However, the closest to Ming official robes should be those of the Tang Dynasty. This was so because, upon the
establishment of the Ming, Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang prohibited the use of Mongol dress, which had been popular in the
Yuan, and ordered to follow the Tang system while actually there were many innovations. The official robes of the Tang
distinguished ranks and status by colors, for example, purple for the first to the third ranks, scarlet (red) for the fourth and
fifth ranks, green for the sixth and seventh ranks, and cyan for the eighth and ninth ranks. When the Ming established the
rules, some adjustments were made, that is, scarlet for the first to the fourth ranks, cyan for the fifth to the seventh ranks, and
green for the eighth and ninth ranks. The insignias in this book most probably evolved from the official robes of the Tang,
which were embroidered with bird and beast patterns.

The insignias of Ming official robes were designed in 1391 (24th year of the Hongwu reign), and ranks of civil officials
and military officers were indicated by birds and beasts on the insignias. That is, civil insignias included the crane. golden
pheasant, peacock, wild goose and other patterns, and military insignias included the lion, tiger, leopard and other patterns.
As the Ming insignias were woven or embroidered on the robes with buttons on the left, they were intact both on the front
and on the back. Most insignias were over red ground, with goldthread forming the rank—suitable pattern, but seldom with
color embroidery or edgings.

The Qing official robes mainly kept the Manchu style, but also followed some of the Ming system by continuing to use
insignias to distinguish ranks. The patterns were similar but with a slightly smaller size. As the insignias of the time were
stitched onto the dress with buttons down the front, the one on the front was divided into two and became a whole only when
worn, while the one on the back was always a whole. Furthermore, the insignias were often multicolor over darkish ground,
with edgings on the sides. Colors were no more used to indicate ranks; rather, cap buttons and insignias were highlighted.
Therefore, great importance should be attached to insignias when studying official robes of the Qing.

This book has a rich collection of the data of the Ming and Qing insignias. Besides a narration of 30,000 words and
English and Japanese versions, it is also illustrated with about 200 fine pictures. It is an important reference for studies of

Ming and Qing insignias, and I hereby strongly recommend it to readers.

Jiang Zanchu
March 15, 2007

Nanxiucun, Nanjing University
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Insignias are the marks embroidered or woven with goldthread and color silk onto the insignia robes of Chinese
emperors and queens, concubines, princesses, princes, nobility, peeresses, and civil and military officials. They indicate
rank and status. This system was initiated in the Sui and matured in the Ming and Qing.

As a nation of etiquette, China has strict rank systems in all aspects of living. Among them nothing can be more
important than the dress and cap system. In the slave and feudal societies, there were strict regulations of who and
when to wear clothes of what color, pattern and form. Dress was not the first need of life but the means by which to
maintain the rank system. When people had their clothes made, it was not their first concern to wear the color and
patterns they liked but what they should. They chose their dress to fit their own status.

In the eyes of some, dress and caps were and still are worn to keep warm and cover the body, rather than an important
part of Chinese culture. As a result, there are few real objects or literature of ancient weaving and embroidery, and few
who study them, let alone ancient ones. There are the Institute of Classical Chinese Dress, Institute of Ancient Dress
Culture, Beijing Institute of Clothing and various museums, but compared with the research findings in calligraphy,
paintings, ceramics and porcelain, jade and other hotspots, those concerning ancient dress are but a drop in the ocean.
There are even fewer papers or monographs concerning ancient Chinese dress. Chen Juanjuan, researcher of weaving
and embroidery of the Imperial Palace, Zhou Xibao, Professor of Shanghai Theater Academy, and Shen Congwen,
researcher of the National Museum (formerly the Museum of Chinese History), have published their masterpieces about
ancient dress, all of which are abundant in literature and real objects and laid a good foundation for further research.
These precursors have fully explained the history and evolution of ancient dress, and their work is impressive.

However, | also found that almost no one has written a monograph on the dress culture of the Ming and Qing,
although these two dynasties were closest to us, and had the most abundant literature and real objects, for example,
court dress and insignia robes of the Qing, especially those of queens, concubines and peeresses. Nearly 10,000 insignias
are collected in the Imperial Palace, but these are scarcely inquired about. Consequently, more often than not, a historical
character in a TV serial or movie does not wear clothes of his or her times. Misuse of terms, confusion of festal robes
with court robes and plain dress, and confusion of dragon robes with boa robes, often occur. Many scholars and lovers
of ancient dress are misled by the media. I take the blame for not doing our part as workers who specialize in ancient
dress culture. Therefore, I am determined to make my humble contribution to improving the situation. Since 1990, I
had thumbed through many books and historical documents of the Yongzheng, Qianlong and Guangxu reigns, such as
the Qing Code, the Qing Code with Examples, True Record of the Qing, Memorials of the Three Textile Bureaus to the
Emperor, Manuscripts of Qing History and Records, and collected plentiful first=hand information, and with the help of
a great number of real objects in the Imperial Palace and the method of using literature as evidence of objects and
objects as evidence of historical records, I spent three years, beginning from the year 2000, in publishing Dress of the
Qing Court. After that, in cooperation with Wang Baolin, director of Nanjing Brocade Institute, I completed this work in
more than two years, with the hope that its readers, especially scholars and collectors, would fully understand the dress
of the Qing and its cultural connotations, so that appropriate use would be guaranteed in future plays, movies, television
shows, and other literary and artistic work. The book records reliable history for enriching clothes of today.

The Chinese dress culture has a long and rich history. Today we study and borrow the precious legacies our
forefathers left us in order to develop the dress culture and art. This is both an important mission and a good subject to

publicize historical and cultural knowledge of China to promote patriotism.

Zong Fengying
June 22, 2005
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Emperor Daoguang of the Qing. Guan is

Commander of the Guangdong Naval Forces.
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BRXRE AT ERESEELHNG =, Civil officials and military officers of the Qing in sacrificial rituals to the God of Agriculture.
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