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Abstract

This monograph refines and generalizes Marxist modernization
development theory from the high plane of historical philosophy and
under the background of the world’ s modernization course. Also,
applying Marxist modernization development theory, it analyses the
internal and logical relations between socialism and modernization,
reviews historically and philosophically the practice of Chinese social-
ist modernization, and brings to light the new trails and significance
of the socialist modernization with Chinese features.

The first chapter briefly reviews the course of modernization
movement, and summarizes the basic thought of western moderniza-
tion theory. It emphasizes on refining and generalizing the main
points of Marxist modernization development theory under the gen-
eral background of modernization course and according to Marx and
Engels’ conception of modern society and their discussion on the es-
sence of the modern social movement, which are, the historical ma-
terialism whose kernel is the mode of production, the historical and
philosophic analysis on modern society, and the scientific points on
the modernization development of the countries and areas lacking of
development.

The second chapter reveals the history of modernization in



which socialism and capitalism exist, compete and develop with each
other, grasps scientifically the material base of capitalist moderniza-
tion to socialist modernization that we must have, and the signifi-
cance of the contacts between all over the world. So it gets a clear
understanding of the historical position of the present socialist com-
modity economy period, makes it definite the historical assignment
of realizing modernization, follows with interest the historical -desti-
ny of socialism.

The third chapter reveals the historical inevitability of the Chi-
nese choice of socialist modernization. It emphasizes the analysis of
the fresh conception of new democracy modernization and the histor-
ical mistake of the socialist modernization practice. The fresh con-
ception of new democracy modernization is the Chinese Commu-
nists’ carrying on and development to Marxist modernization devel-
opment theory. Chinese socialist practice has extremely classical
modernization thought and tactics, but it also has historical lessons
calling for deep thought. The main reason of the fault in the course
of Chinese socialist modernization is the effect of the Soviet socialist
pattern.

The fourth chapter reveals the new trails and significance of
the socialism with Chinese feature. The theory and practice of the
socialism with Chinese features returns to the scientific character of
socialism. Moreover, in Marxist historical perspective, from the
high plane of the historical development of the whole mankind soci-
ety, it answers the chief basic questions of “what is socialism” and
“how to build socialism” . Its significance of the contemporary era

is: Its leading of the backward countries to rejuvenate again the so-
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cialist modernization in the 21st century, and its global conception of
“To seize the opportunity and develop ourselves”

The fifth chapter refers to the achievement of the practice of so-
cialism, basing the “ best chance” offered in historical development
of the world in the new century. It explains the important strategic
opportunities of China’s modernization faces, and announced the es-
sence and tendency of the construction of socialist modernization. It
also explains the important new idea and historic significance of
“Three Represents” in scientific socialism, and the construction and
bright future of socialism in all around way.

Key words: socialism, modernization, China, philosophic ret-

rospect.
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