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Prelude

“The No.1 Ancient Hydrometric Station in the World” was engraved on a piece of stone which
stands in the water of the Yangtze River near Fuling City. Harking back to 1,200 years ago the
stone was erected there in the Tang Dynasty for recording the lowest water level by carving fish
marks on it.

The engraved stone was also called by the locals as “Baiheliang (White Crane) Engravings”
since flocks of the birds used to perch on or fly over it. On the stone, which is 1,600m long and
about 15m wide, are still found inscriptions engraved in different dynasties since the Tang. The
inscriptions falls into 165 paragraphs and totals over 800,000 characters. Among them were one
paragraph engraved in the Tang Dynasty, 98 the Song Dynasty, five the Yuan Dynasty, 16 the Ming
Dynasty, 24 the Qing Dynasty, 14 modern time and seven the year of which were not clear.

There are also 18 fishes, one white crane and three statues of Bodhisattva engraved on the
stone. None of them emerge from the water until in winter when the river falls to quite a low level.
In ancient times people engraved fishes on the stone to indicate the water level. The emerged fishes
on the stone used to harbinger a harvest year.

For generations and generations in the ancient time, people recorded on the stone the exact
time of the fishes emerging from the water, the name of the observers, and how large the distance
were between the fish marks and the water surface. They even wrote articles and poems on the
stone which told about the grand occasions when people cheered the fish marks’ emergence.

All these records, which include 72 ones marking the lowest water-level years, are precious
hydrological data for today’s study on general development of the Yangtze River, inland river
navigation, bridge construction, farmland irrigation and water supply for cities along the river.
These ancient records also functioned as important research materials for constructing Gezhouba
Hydroelectric Power Station and the Three Gprges Project.

In 1974 the Chinese delegation introduced the ancient hydrometric station to an international
hydrologic technology conference which was sponsored by UNESCO in Paris and all the
participants expressed their great interests in it. In 1988 it was announced as the state-level
historical relic by the State Council.

Most of the inscriptions were creations of achieved scholars in different dynasties, among
whom are 300 famous figures including Huang Tingjian, novelist and calligrapher of the Northern
Song Dynasty, Wang Shizhen, Zhu Ang, Wu Ge and Liu Jia. The calligraphies were engraved in
various type fonts and different styles. Some of them were written in Chinese and others in
Mongolian. Reliefs of the figures, flowers and patterns on it were made with different sculptural
styles. The stone is regarded as an underwater miracle.

The album falls into four parts — Fish Marks for Hydrometric Observation, Records of
Humane Studies, Collection of Historical Calligraphies, and Precious Engravings. It collects 102
stories engraved on the stone and 28 pictures of it. It is believed that the ancient hydrometric tool
is alive to tell all the achievements of the Chinese people in hydrological and meteorological
studies, literature, painting, calligraphy and stone engraving.

Qian Weichang, Jan. 9, 1995

Qian Weichang, Vice-Chairman of the CPPCC.
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An inscription by Chen Muhua, Vice-Chairwoman of the Standing Committee of the NPC.
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An inscription by Li Boning, Deputy Director of the Construction Committee of the Three Gorges Project,
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Man began production and inhabitance in Fuling in as early as
the Neolithic Age. As was recorded in historical documents,
Fuling was the political, economic and cultural centre of the
ancient Ba Kingdom. In the 5th year of the reign of King
Shenliang in Zhou Dynasty (316 B.C.), after Ba Kingdom was
vanquished by Qin Kingdom, Jixian County was established in
the same place under the jurisdiction of Ba Prefecture. In late
Han Dynasty, the County became a subordinate administrative
unit of Fuling Prefecture. In the 12th year under the title of
Yonghe in the Jin Dynasty (356), the prefecture seat of Fuling
was moved to Jixian County which was under the jurisdiction
of Yizhou Prefecture. In the Northern Zhou Dynasty, it was
renamed Hanping County under Fuling Prefecture. After the
Sui Dynasty was founded, its jurisdiction was shifted to
Liangzhou Prefecture. Later, in the 13th year under the title of
Kaihuang(593), Hanping County was reestablished as Fuling
County. In the Ist year under the title of Wude in the Tang
Dynasty(618), Fuzhou Prefecture was installed successively
under the jurisdiction of Jiangnan Region West and Jianfling—
Qianzhou Prefecture. In the 3rd year under the title of Xianping
in the Song Dynasty (1000), its jurisdiction was transfered to
Kuizhou Province. In the Yuan and Ming dynasties, it was
under the jurisdiction of Chongging Prefecture. In the Qing
Dynasty, its status was changed to Fuzhou Prefecture. In the
2nd year of the Republic of China(1912),
renamed Fuling County. In 1950, it became a subordinate unit
under Fuling Prefecture, Eastern Sichuan Administration. In

Fuzhou was

1983, Fuling had its status upgraded from a county to a city.
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EWHARBABRLE A: The White Crane Ridge.

Located in the intermediate zone between the southeast-
ern edge of Sichuan Basin and the bow area of the eastern
Sichuan parallel mountain valleys, Fuling City is traversed by
the Yangtze River and the Wujiang River. Its neighbouring
localities include Fengdu County in the east, Wulong and
Nachuan counties in the south, Baxian County in the west and
Changshou and Dianjiang counties in the north. The subtrop-
ical city has a total area of 2,446 square km and a population of
1.0516 million. Major ethnic groups are Han, Tujia, Miao and
Moggol. It is bessed with abundant natural resources,
agricultural produce in particular, thanks to its prime location
in the Yangtze River valley. Chemical engieering, brewing, hot
pickled mustard tuber processing, building materials, silkreel-
ing and shipbuilding have been the main force in its industrial
sector with over 20 categories. Great land and water
transportation facilities have turned the city into an important
trading port in eastern Sichuan and the largest materials
distributing centre in the Wujiang River valley.

The long hiostory of Fuling City has left numerous cultural
relics and historical sites. Over 2000 relic spots have been
uncovered already, including one listed as a national-grade key
cultural relic preservation unit, 2 proQinciaI—grade Preservation
units and 54 city-level protection units. The White Crane
Ridge inscriptions form the only national-grade key cutural
relic preservation unit in the pond area of the proposed
Three—-Gorges Dam project.
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On October 14, 1994, President Jiang Zemin
instructed during his inspection tour to the pond
area in Fuling, “The White Crane Ridge inscrip-
tions must be saved and protected as one of the
first—class cultural relics. Work must be done
immediately to keep a complete set of rubbings of
these inscriptions.” i

President Jiang(centre), accompanied by Xiao
Yang(right),Governor ‘of Sichuan Province and
Wang Hongju(left), Secretary of Fuling Prefectur-
al committee, Communist Party of China.
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Plan of the White Crane Ridge in Fuling and
distribution map of stone fish inscriptions.




