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Comedy Film — Dumb and Dumber
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War Film — 7%e Deer Hunter

BFH: (FEREAN) /44

Action Film — o007 Zhe World Is Not Enough

MER: (007THRFIZFBRBEM) /64

Romance Film — Roman Holiday

EZBR: (F5RA) /86

Gangster Film — Gang of New York

=EBR: (AHRF) /108

. Horror Film — 7%e Silence of the Lambs

B, CUREEX) /128
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Lead in questions o )
1. Do you like comedy films? Why or why not? :

2. Can you list some of foreign comic actors or
actresses? What about their performing styles?

Part | Brief Introduction

Home or abroad, comedies are just like a regillator which can make
the audience totally relaxed and can make their nerve released, so directors
of comedy films go all out to make their films as funny and laughable as
possible.

In the mainland of China, the comic effects in the comidies, especiall
in the movies directed by Feng Xiaogang, are mainly built on the lines
deviced by the playwrights and on those uttered by the actors and actresses,
depending on the language itself. This is attributed to the reserved culture
of ancient civilization, making comedies in the mainland far away from
vulgarity. And because of this, comedies in the mainland lacks the support
of performance, which is totally different from comedies in HongKong,
whose effects mainly lie in the the nonsense of the actors, the unusual
behaviors of the actors, and the unscrupulous facial expressions. The most
famous comedian in HongKong is Stephen Chow ( B 234 ) .



UNIT

In the west, comedies, on the one hand, are mainly based on the
actors’ or actresses’ performances, which are extraordinarily funny or even
crazy, just like the Chinese saying “making a show”, in pursuit of making
the audience laugh. Among the actors, Charlie Chaplin and Jim Carrey in
America and Rowan Atkinson (Mr. Bean) in Britain are the most popular
ones. Charlie Chaplin, though an English, is remembered as an American
comedian, who is always dressed in a worn hat, huge shoes, a thin stick in
hand, walking in a penguin way, making him a wanderer. Different from
Chaplin, Jim Carrey wins his reputaion by his exagerated behaviors and
facial expressions. As for Rowan Atkinson, people are more familiar with
the role, Mr. Bean, who is always armed with Mr. Bean’s distinguishing
features: his shaking head, his staring eyes, his outstanding nose, his
drooping arms.

On the other hand, comedies are constructed on the conflicts in reality,
in which different people conflicts untimely. They do not focus on the
extraordinary performance but on the plots arranged by the playwright or
the director, for example, Legally Blonde. In the film, Elle Woods has it all.
She’s the president of her sorority (K¥H&4EEIES), a Hawaiian Tropic
girl, Miss June in her campus calendar, and, above all, a natural blonde. She
dates the cutest fraternity boy on campus and wants nothing more than to
be Mrs. Warner Huntington III. But, there’s just one thing stopping Warner
from popping the question: Elle is too blonde. Growing up across the street
from Aaron Spelling might mean something in Los Angeles, but nothing
to Warner’s East-Coast blue blood family. So, when Warner packs
up for Harvard Law and reunites with an old sweetheart
from preschool, Elle rallies all her resources and
gets into Harvard, determined to win him back.
But law school is a far cry from the comforts
of her poolside and the mall. Elle must wage
the battle of her life, for her guy, for herself
and for all the blondes who suffer endless
indignities every day.

Aside from these, most comedies
manifest the life of common people, which
sing high praise for the good and the
beautiful, and make a niusance of the evil
and the ugly. Thereby, comedies take the
resposibility both for pleasing the audience
and for inspiring them.




Major actor

Jim Carrey, born January 17, 1962. Carrey is best known for his
performances as multiple characters in the sketch comedy show In the
Living Color ( {&£ZhMIBE) , 1990 ), as the in Ace Ventura: Pet Detective

( CHIRTEHK) , 1994 ) and Ace Ventura: When Nature Calls ( (3
YIKII) , 1995), as lawyer in Liar Liar ( {XiEE) , 1997 ) , and as the
unlucky TV reporter Bruce Nolan in Bruce Almighty ( ( Blx) , 2003 ) .
Carrey has also achieved critical success in dramatic roles in films such as
The Truman Show ( (MRS ) , 1998), Man on the Moon ( ( BELH
$A) . 1999), and Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind ( { ZEWi>REIK
fEFEX) , 2004 ) . His other roles include those in blockbuster films such
as The Mask ( (ZAEXR) , 1994) , Dumb and Dumber ( (FIREMK) ),
How the Grinch Stole Christmas ( ( Z#1EA) , 2000 ) , Lemony Snicket’s
A Series of Unfortunate Events ( ( BR-HiREHMNF=EHK) , 2003 ), and Fun
with Dick and Jane ( (Fig8x3E) , 2005) .

Lloyd Christmas is a simple-minded limousine driver in Providence,
Rhode Island, who becomes infatuated with his passenger, Mary Swanson,
as he drives her to the airport. Mary is heading home to her family in
Aspen, Colorado, but leaves a briefcase at the airport.
Lloyd notices and retrieves the briefcase before a pair of
thugs arrive to pick it up, dashing ahead of them to snag




the briefcase. Lloyd is unable to catch Mary in time, and is left on the ramp
of the airport with briefcase in hand even after having run off the end of a
jetway.

Harry Dunne, Lloyd’s roommate, is in the pet grooming business,
and has recently spent his life savings converting his van (a 1984 Ford
Econoline) into a “sheepdog”. Both Lloyd and Harry quickly lose their jobs
due to preventable accidents, and the two are distraught over their situation.
Thinking Lloyd is “professionally” hired by the Swansons, or perhaps
an FBI agent, the thugs exact revenge on Harry and Lloyd. Shortly after
returning home, Lloyd and Harry are alarmed by the thugs at their door, one
of them being armed. Then what will happen to the two?

@i, The script

MARY Here you go.

LLOYD Keep it. It was my pleasure. Relax, Mary. Just get
trashed and pass out. You’ll be there before you
know it.

MARY Thanks Lloyd. And good luck with your worms.

POLICE OFFICER Come on, move it, you’re in a red zone ( fBfEKX ) .

ARMANI SUIT She’s gonna leave the briefcase at the foot of the
‘ escalator. You make the pick-up.

PLAID SPORTCOAT Piece of cake.

LLOYD You can’t do this! I’ll lose my job!

MENTAL Who the hell do you figure this guy’s working
for?

SHAY I don’t know, but we’d better find out.

SHAY Your ulcer? ( %% )

MENTAL It ain’t gonna kill me.

HARRY I got fired again.

LLOYD I don’t mean to be harsh ( ¥8#£#Y ) , Harry, but let’s face
it, you are one pathetic ( TT#¢#Y ) loser. No offense.

HARRY None taken. Were you shitcanned ( #% ) , too?

LLOYD Of course not. I quit.

HARRY Why’d you quit?

LLOYD I had a hunch (&) . Arnie was gonna fire me.

HARRY Why didn’t you wait and see if your suspicions
were well-founded?

LLOYD Winners control their own destiny, Harry.

HARRY You know, the thing that really chaps my ass is
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that I just spent my life savings turning my van
into a poodle (%% ) . The alarm alone cost me
two hundred.

Big deal. That car’s an old bomb anyway.

What are you talking about? It’s only six years
old.

That’s forty-two in dog years.

What’s with the briefcase?

It’s a love memento ( 2&& ) .

Huh? (55, 18)

The most beautiful woman alive. Her name was
Mary. I drove her to the airport. Sparks flew,
emotions ran high, breasts heaved ( f&# ) . She
left this case in the terminal and flew to Aspen
and out of my life. End of story.

What’s in it?

Do you really expect me to go snooping ( ¥R )
around in someone else’s private property?

Why not?

It’s locked.

(WHISPERING to Harry) Friend or foe?
(WHISPERING) We don’t have any friends.

Can’t recognize them. Could be student loan
thugs again, or the IRS ( ZXEEHiF ) , or maybe
somebody pissed off ( & ) about that case of
Girl Scout cookies you bounced a check on.

Hey, I ordered Mystic Mint. The little swindlers
(9%8F ) gave me Peanut Butter Praline ( {-#% ) .
Well, whoever they are, they look serious. One of

them’s even wearing plaid.

(cringing) That’s a hostile pattern. I say we bail
and get down to unemployment.

Gentlemen, I’m delighted to say that neither I
nor the unemployment department of the state of
Rhose Island can do anything for you. You’ve run
out of chances. You’re unemployable. Remember
last year? Middle of winter I busted ( ## ) my
butt ( k4% ) to get you both prime jobs. Twelve-
fifty an hour, and you went and blew it!

Blew it? For your information, we only missed
three days in two months.



