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| dedicate this book to our compatriots died in the 5.12 earthquake, to the heroes bravely fighting on the ruins and to record our national spirit which is carried forward through this disaster.
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A quake measured at magnitude 8.0 suddenly jolted Wenchuan County of
Sichuan Province at 14:28 on May 12" 2008.

Only in three minutes, the catastrophic quake turned Wenchuan County into
ruins and the quake victims were plunged into an abyss of misery.

People all over the world were deeply shocked and grief-stricken.

After the disaster, President Hu Jintao, Premier Wen Jiabao rushed to the
area as soon as possible to direct the rescue work in person. They together led our
national people to start a fight against the nature disaster.

Every person is responsible for our present national crisis. With a sense of social
responsibility and a strong spirit of dedication, Wu Xuehua, the senior colonel of
Shanghai Fire Bureau, the senior reporter and famous photographer, hurried to
Wenchuan with cross-regional emergency rescue team of the General Fire Brigade
of Public Security of Shanghai as soon as he got the order from the Public Security
Department. '

During the eight days and nights in the disaster areas, Wu Xuehua went
through fire and water with other soldiers, giving no thought at all to hardships
and dangers he was facing. Through Wu's camera, he recorded the cruel vision after
quake in major disaster area Ying Xiu Town of Wenchuan County. Wu's camera

also witnessed the great feat made by PLA, armed police, especially the Shanghai
firefighters who fought bravely in the battle against the disaster to rescue quake
victims.

After the catastrophe happened, the hearts of our national people are with the
victims and we are of one mind to get over the nature disaster. ‘Never abandoning,
Never giving up, the slogan has become our common aspiration. The Power of Life,
produced by Wu Xuehua, is a photography documentary book about earthquake
relief. With his unique photography language and visual effects, this book reflects
true feelings of Chinese people in the quake relief and stresses our care and
respect to human nature and life. The Power of Life lets us experience the ruinous
destruction in the disaster areas caused by the catastrophic quake just like we are
personally in the scene. We are also shocked by that gathered by people from all the
country, what a strong national strength it is!

It is a wish of both author and publisher, that to record a catastrophic event,
to leave an inerasable memory, to burst forth a power of life, and to pass down a
valuable spiritual heritage.

Wenchuan, feels pain as well as love.

Wenchuan, we are together with you.
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After the destructive earthquake took place in Wenchuan, the Ying Xiu Town
suffered catastrophic destruction and became one of the main disaster areas. At
5:00am May 14", Wu Xuehua set off to the Ying Xiu Town. From the moment he
set foot on the Ying Xiu Town, with his camera, Wu recorded victims’ horror-struck
eyes, hurry-scurry figures, hoarse yells and the great sufferings brought by the
strong quake to the used matchless beautiful town.



NESR=




- RNESR

« Wenchuan In Destruction
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The officer's ralatives from the Yingxiu Telephone Bureau called out each other in the ruins.
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A history teacher, Li Hui pulled down the ruins to call her husband’s name.
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Mother,do not cry! A student looked more strongly, after his younger brother was dead.

WATEIFR R 2 2 T B B R AT
Two mothers hugged and cried for their dead kids.

REFRNEB TR R 2 T HIESCHE
The Qiang Folk mother and daughter lost the family backbone.

HET, FHHERE DR FATE L,
The brothers kept walking together.
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EAERRAR A A FDR Most women got hurt deadly in this earthquake for losing their lovers and homes.

The school master of Ying Xiu Center Primary School was waiting for the rescue team with
the parents.
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A survived family was in run of protecting the baby carefully. All most homes were ruined in this earthquake.
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