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Abstract

From the perspectives of both theoretical analysis and practical ob-
servation, the book has explored in the conceptual evolution, the main
currents, the aesthetic thinking and spirit of contemporary western ar-
chitectural aesthetics. The author maintains that the historicistic archi-
tectural aesthetics, the new modernist architectural aesthetics , the tech-
nical architectural aesthetics and the organic architectural aesthetics put
together map out the contours of contemporary western architectural
aesthetics. The main presentations of contemporary architectural aes- V
thetics are characterized by exquisiteness, grotesqueness and a combi-
nation of both. Four pre-dominant features are presented in its aesthetic
thinking ; de-totalization, irrationality, nonlinear thinking and co-existing
thinking; and its aesthetic spirit exhibits the features of irony and play-
fulness, absolute revolting, and metaphysical dialectic. To a great extent,
the most pre-eminent and the most controversial architecture is decon-
struction architecture, although contemporary western architectures e-
merges as an overall conglomerate and co-existence of different thoughts
and schools. When surveying the evolution history of contemporary
western architectures at a vantage point, it may be said that, although
numerous elaborate and monumental architectural projects have been
endeavored, the essential attribution of contemporary western architec-
tures lies not in its appeal of visual pleasure but in ugliness, grotsque-
ness, and fragmentation. Therefore, it could be concluded that its delight
is not from its aesthetic pleasure but from its presentation of cultural

spirit and the critical stance and irony in the metaphysical dialectic.
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