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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

K ate Douglas Wiggin was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, in 1856. At age 17, she moved to Cali-
fornia to become an educator. Once there, she founded her
own kindergarten and opened a training school for teachers.
Wiggin continued to teach at the school that she founded until
the late 1800s.

In 1903, wiggin published Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm.
It became an instant classic, and today it remains her most
popular work. Other books by Wiggin include The New
Chronicles of Rebecca (a follow-up to Rebecca of Sunnybrook
Farm) and such lesser-konwn titles as The Village Watch
Tower and The Birds’ Chrismas Carol. Wiggin died in 1923.
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1

REBECCA ROWENA RANDAII

Mr. Jeremiah Cobb was hitching his horses to the
stagecoach', thinking of the dusty road that lay be-
tween Maplewood and Riverboro, when a woman approached
him.

“Is this the Riverboro stage?” she asked. When he nodded
yes, the woman motioned to a young girl, who looked to be
about eleven. “Could you take my daughter Rebecca to my
sisters’ house in Riverboro?” she asked. “Do you know Miranda
and Jane Sawyer? They live in a brick house in town.”

“I know them well,” Mr. Cobb replied. “I live just down
the road from that fine brick house of theirs. My name is
Jeremiah Cobb, and I'm pleased to meet you, ma’am.”

“Thank you, Mr. Cobb. My name’s Aurelia Randall, and
my girl Rebecca is going to Riverboro to live with her aunts

FVABEXLTHMERELLEI A CAFARNEE, —HhAid
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for a while. My sisters, the Sawyers, are expecting her. Tell
them that Aurelia Randall sends her daughter and her love to
both of them.”

“I"1l deliver both your girl and the message,” Mr. Cobb
said as he swung up to his seat on the driver’s box.

*“Will you please keep an eye on Rebecca during the
journey, Mr. Cobb?” Mrs. Randall asked hesitantly. “You see,
she's too talkative for her own good. If she can get out
anywhere, or even get people to take the coach with her, she’ll
try to do it.”

“Oh, Mother, don't worry,” Rebecca chimed in. “It isn’t
as if I haven’t traveled before, you know.”

“As if going to Wareham and staying overnight consti-
tuted traveling,” Mrs. Randall laughed, shaking her head and
rolling her eyes upward at Mr. Cobb.

“It did count as traveling. Mother!” Rebecca insisted. “It
was leaving the farm, and carrying lunch in a basket, and tak-
ing a ride on the train — and we carried our nightgowns!”

“No need to tell the whole village about our nightgowns,”
Rebecca’s mother said sternly. “Now, try not to get into any
mischief. Sit quietly in the coach, so you’ll look nice and
neat when you get to Miranda’s. Don’t be any trouble to Mr.
Cobb,” Mrs. Randall scolded as she carefully counted out
Rebecca’s coach fare into the driver’s hand.
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“I know. Mother, I know! I won’t be any trouble. All I
want to say is ...” Rebecca called out as Mr. Cobb urged his
horses into motion. “All I want to say is that it is indeed a
journey when ...” she insisted, her head out the coach window,
“it is in fact a Journey when you carry a nightgown!”

Mrs. Randall heaved a sigh as the word nightgown floated
back, loud enough for all to hear. “Miranda and Jane will
have their hands full with that young one,” she said to her-
self as she climbed into her own wagon and turned the horses
toward home, “but I hope they'll make something of my dear
Rebecca.”
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