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/Mamma you gave life to me

/Mamma you gave love to me

Zuned a baby into a lady

You'll always be there every time I fall

)fnu take my weakness and you make me :-‘r'um:,‘.

And mamma all you had to offer was a promise of a lifetime of love
Now I know there is no other love like a mother's love for her child
And it hurts so that something so strong someday'll be sone

/MNust say goodbye

73 ut the love you give will always live

And I will always love you till forever comes
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little boy almost thought of himself as the most unfortunate child in the

Aworld because poliomyelitis = made his leg lame and his teeth uneven and
protrudent * . He seldom played with his classmates and when the teacher asked him to
answer questions, he always lowered his head without a word.

One spring, the boy’s father asked for some saplings * from the neighbor. He
wanted to plant them in the front of the house. He told his children to plant a sapling
each person. The father said to the children, “Whose seedling grows best, I will buy
him or her a favorite gift.”” The boy also wanted to get his father’s gift. But seeing his
brothers and sisters carrying water to water the trees bouncily ' , anyhow, he hit upon
an idea: he hoped the tree he planted would die soon. So after watering it once or twice,
he never attended to it.

A few days later, when the little boy went to see his tree again, he was surprised
to find it not only didn’t wilt ', but also grew some fresh leaves, and compared with
the trees of his brothers and sisters, his tree appeared greener and more vital. His father
kept his promise, bought the little boy his favorite gift and said to him: from the tree he
planted, he would become an outstanding botanist © when he grew up.

Since then, the little boy slowly became optimistic. One night, the little boy lay
on the bed but couldn’t sleep. Looking at the bright moonlight outside the window, he
suddenly recalled what the biology teacher once said, plants generally grow at night.
Why not go to see the tree? When he came to the courtyard on tiptoe, he found his
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father was splashing something under his tree with a ladle . All of a sudden, he
understood: his father had been secretly fertilizing his small tree! He returned to his
room, tears running without restraint.

Decades passed. The little boy didn’t become a botanist, but he was elected
President of the United States. His name was Franklin Roosevelt.

Love is the best nourishment of life; even if it is just one ladleful of clear water,
it can make the tree of life thrive. Maybe that tree is inconspicuous ; perhaps that the

tree is so thin, and even some withered, but as long as there is nourishment of love, it

can grow flourish and even grow into towering trees.
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Love is the best nourishment of life; even if it is just one ladleful of clear water, it can make
the tree of life thrive. Maybe that tree is inconspicuous; perhaps that the tree is so thin, and |

even some withered, but as long as there is nourishment of love, it can grow flourish and

even grow into towering trees.
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Looking at the bright moonlight outside the window, he suddenly recalled what the biology

teacher once said, plants generally grow at night.
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‘ X Jhen I was growing up, I was embarrassed to be seen with my father. He

was severely crippled ' and very short, and when we would walk together,

his hand on my arm for balance, people would stare. I would inwardly squirm at  the
unwanted attention. If he ever noticed or was bothered, he never let on

It was difficult to coordinate our steps — his halting, mine impatient — and
because of that, we didn’t say much as we went along. But as we started out, he always
said, “You set the pace. I will try to adjust to you.”

Our usual walk was to or from the subway on which he traveled to work. He went
to work sick, and despite nasty = weather. He almost never missed a day, and would
make it to the office even if others could not. A matter of pride.

When snow or ice was on the ground, it was impossible for him to walk even
with help. At such times my sisters or I would pull him through the streets of Brooklyn,
N.Y,, on a child’s sleigh  to the subway entrance. Once there, he would cling to the
handrail = until he reached the lower steps that the warmer tunnel air kept free of ice.
In Manhattan the subway station was the basement of his office building, and he would
not have to go outside again until we met him in Brooklyn on his way home.

When I think of it now, I marvel at ' how much courage it must have taken for
a grown man to subject himself to such indignity and stress. And at how he did it —
without bitterness or complaint.

He never talked about himself as an object of pity, nor did he show any envy of
the more fortunate or able. What he looked for in others was a “good heart”, and if he

found one, the owner was good enough for him.
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