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Although the literature records in Yuan and Ming period are much richer than
those in the Qin and Han dynasties, they still can not represent the lively history
completely. Furthermore, literators and scholars at that time were rarely interested
in the domains of the technology and craftsmanship. even if some records exist,
they are generally incomplete and not accurate or credible enough. In order to
fully study the relationships between the craftsmanship of porcelain manufacture
in Yuan, Ming periodsm, together with the society and economic situation at that
period, we could only depend on the archaeological works.

However, in Chinese archaeological academic, there was a prejudice saying:
“Archaeology would not study on periods after the Qin and Han dynasties”.
Therefore, the antique dealers once controled the study of the craftsmanship
and dating of the porcelain products in Yuan, Ming periods. They obtained
the so-called authenticate knowledge from these experienced antique traders,
and established a school with theories and methods known from the theories
of archaeologists, called “Yan Xue (technology of eye experience)”. Broadly

»

recruiting disciples, they proclaim themselves as “experts”, “great masters”, even
"the saint of porcelain" etc. As they claimed, not only the dating of the cultural
relics handed down have to be authenticated by them, but, its funny, that the
excavated archaeological items also need their approval.

Unlike those antique dealers, scholars of insight have long planed to promote the
study of porcelain upon the foundations of archaeological theory. Therefor, from
2002, School of Archaelolgy and Museology of Peking University, together with
the Instituted of Archaeology of Jiangxi Province and the Jingdezhen Institute
of Ceramic Archaeology, have formed a archaelogical team for the sites of royal
kilns of the Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties. Spending several years conducting
extensive excavations at Jingdezhen, in the first phase, the team has discovered
several sites with depositions of Xuande Reign and Yongle Reign. This exhibition,
conducted by Sackler Museum of Art and Archaeology at Peking University, will
share a revelation of these archaelolgical finds with audience on this campus,
what’s more, all over Beijing as well.

The royal ceramics of Xuande and Yongle Reigns in this exhibition, are all
defined as the imperfect, tentative or surplus lots from the imperial factory, which
have deprived them of any chance of being sent to the court. Since the nature of

the vessels did not allow them to be owned by commoners, the only option left



was to smash them to pieces, and bury deep underground. There’s a rich variety of
numbers, types, forms and decorations about these imperial ceramics on display,
some of which have been published for the first time. The various finds from clear
stratification of cultural remains provide standard wares for dating. Their types,
forms and decorations show a unique feature of the tradition and characteristics
of phases and times. For those antique dealers, perhaps it is difficult to tell the
differences on imperal porcelain between Yongle and Xuande Reigns by “eye
experience”. On the contrary, based on the archaeological material, the various
features of the two periods can be readily perceived.

Besides the retrieved vessles from the sites of royal kilns of early Ming, we
can also see the remains of disposal of the rejected pieces: they were collected
by variety, crushed into pieces, and buried in pits. The depositions have, to a
certain extent, revealed the extremely rigorous selection standards for imperial
percelains and the manner of disposing of unselected lots. Such manners of
porcelain manufacture, which has not been Indicated in ceramic records of texts
sources, could only be represented and concluded from the archaeological works.
For more details of the recent achievement, Prof. Quan Kuishan will provide a
comprehensive introduction in his new academic article.

Indeed, it will be a long way ahead to grope for the archaeological study on
porcelain of imperial kiln in the Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties. To promote our

work, we’ll be grateful for any useful suggestion from audience of Beijing.

Translator: Yuan Quan

Reviser: Qin Dashu
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