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Preface

A university campus, if it holds no intellectual activities or possesses no ac-
ademic atmosphere, no matter how physically beautiful or modern it is, it would
be spiritually desolate and barren. In fact, the earliest historical European uni-
versities started from academic learning. The relationship between a university and
the academic learning cannot just be interpreted literally, but more importantly,
it should be set on the ideas and academic learning which are the so — called
sources of the energy and vitality of all universities.

Zhongnan University of Economics and Law is a high education institution
which enjoys rich academic atmosphere. Having the academic germs seeded by
such great masters as Fanwenlan, Jiwenfu, Panzinian and Mazhemin, genera-
tions of scholars and students in this university have been sharing the favorable
academic atmosphere and making their own contributions to it, especially during
the past fifty — five years. As a result, at the beginning of the new century when a
new historical new page is turned over with the combination of Zhongnan Univer-
sity of Finance and Economics and Zhongnan University of Politics and Law, the
newly established university has set its developing strategy as “ Making the Uni-
versity Prosperous with academic learning; Strengthening the University with sci-
entific research”, which is not only a historical inheritance of more than fifty
years of academic culture and tradition, but also a strategic decision which is to
lift our university onto a higher developing stage in the 21st century.

Our ultimate goal is to make the university prosperous and strong, even
through our struggling process, in a greater sense. We tend to unify the destina-
tion and the process as to combine the pursuing process of our magnificent goal
with the practical struggling process. The youth’ s Academic Library of Zhongnan

University of Economics and Law, funded by the university, is one of our specif-



4 Preface

ic measures.

The guideline or academic theme of this Library lies first at promoting the
publishing of selected academic works. By funding them, an academic garden
with high — quality fruits can come into being. We should also make great efforts
to form the awareness and atmosphere of selected works and improve the quality
and standard of our academic productions, so as to make our own contributions in
developing such fields as finance, economics, politics, law and literate humani-
ty, as well as in working out solutions for major economic and social problems fa-
cing our country and the Communist Party. Secondly, our aim is to form some ac-
ademic teams, especially through funding the publishing of works of the middle
- aged and young academic cadreman, to boost the construction of academic
teams and enhance the strength and standard of our academic groups. Thirdly, we
aim at making a specific academic field of our university. By funding those aca-
demic fruits which have some original or innovative points in their ideas, meth-
ods and views, we expect to engender our own characteristic in scientific re-
search. Our final goal is to form an academic school and establish an academic i-
dea system of our university through our efforts. Thus, this Library makes great
emphases particularly on the middle — aged and young people, selected works,
and original academic monographs.

Sowing seeds in the spring will lead to a prospective harvest in the
autumn. Thus, Let us get together to cultivate this academic garden and make it

be opulent with academic fruits and intellectual flowers.

Wu Handong
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Abstract

Polanyi claims that all knowledge must be rooted in our tacit powers and thus
we should treat the ideal of “personal knowledge” as the goal of knowing. So,
the main task of this dissertation is to analyze the main content of Polanyi’ s theo-
ry of tacit knowing based on the three core conceptions of his theory which are
“tacit knowing” , “commitment” , “personal knowledge” ; to study the criticism
of the objectivism ideal of knowing and the foundation of the ideal of “ personal
knowledge” made by Polanyi’ s theory of tacit knowing; to explore Polanyi’s so-
lution of the questions about scientific observation, religious experience and artis-
tic appreciation with his theory of tacit knowing; to reveal Polanyi’ s attempt on
unifying the study on nature and the study on man within the frame of tacit know-
ing; and finally to expound the profound enlightenment of Polanyi’ s theory of tac-
it knowing on the development of contemporary Chinese Marxism Epistemology.

In the first chapter, the theoretical background and theoretical source of Po-
lanyi’ s theory of tacit knowing is discussed. In Polanyi’s time, the objectivism
ideal of knowing once prevailed in science and epistemology. The objectivism i-
deal of knowing stressed that in order to gain the real reflection of the fact we
should try to exclude the personal coefficient from the process of knowing. And as
a result, people always focused on the explicit results of knowing which can be
articulated and neglected the tacit results of knowing which cannot be articulated.
But with the development of human practice, the objectivism ideal of knowing was
questioned by many new discoveries of contemporary science, thus people began
to reconsider the objectivism ideal of knowing. And at that time, Polanyi also no-
ticed the detachment of fact and value, of science and humanity which brought by
the objectivism ideal of knowing. So he analyzed the knowing process from the

tacit dimension and tried to reestablish the ideal of knowing. Though many phi-
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losophers were ever aware of the existence of this internal and unarticulated form
of knowing, it was not until Polanyi proposed the conception of “tacit knowing”
for the first time in his personal knowledge that people discussed the tacit form of
knowing directly. And we can see the direct influence of the theory of Gestalt
psychology, the theory of phenomenalism, the theory of genetic epistemology,
and the theory of existentialism on Polanyi’ s theory.

In the second chapter, I mainly discuss the personality of knowing which
is indicated by Polanyi’ s conception of “tacit knowing”. To Polanyi, “tacit
knowing” is in fact the subject’ s mind - body understanding of the whole ob-
ject, and it has a “from — to” structure in which the subsidiary awareness is
integrated into the focal awareness. Polanyi points out that the process of this
integration is not only the process that we dwell in the parts of the object to
grasp the whole object but also the process that we dwell in our bodies to focus
on the external world. And so “in - dwelling” is the engineering mechanism
of tacit knowing, and it is also a way of being. Based on this analysis on tacit
knowing, Polanyi views that all knowing is either tacit or rooted in tacit know-
ing and all knowledge must be rooted in our tacit powers. The decisive role
that tacit knowing plays in the formative process of knowledge in fact manifests
the unavoidable personal participation in the formative process of knowledge.
Thus through the discussion of the tacit dimension of knowing, Polanyi under-
lines the unavoidable personal participation in all knowing and unveils the
personality of knowing.

In the third chapter, I mainly discuss the unification of personality and uni-
versity of knowing which is indicated by Polanyi’ s conception of “ commitment” .
Polanyi asserts that the aim of his epistemology is to replace the fiduciary pro-
grammer with the universal skepticism principle. Polanyi finds that all the know-
ing has a tacit precondition which includes a whole series of beliefs and assump-
tions that not be articulated or even cannot be articulated. Polanyi calls this pre-
condition as commitment framework , and to Polanyi, this framework is a pre —es-
tablished framework of all the knowing which includes kinds of beliefs which
knowing relies and kinds of responsibility which bring by the beliefs. So the intel-

lectual commitment is not only a personal decision, but alse a responsible deci-
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sion which is in submission to the universal intent. Polanyi points out that it is
just in the fiduciary programmer that the personality and university of knowing is
unified, and so we may distinguish between the personal in us, which actively
enters into our commitments, and our subjective states, in which we merely en-
dure our feelings. Polanyi’s theory of commitment demonstrates the unification of
personality and university of knowing, and it also manifests the criticism of the
objectivism ideal of knowing and indicates the foundation of the ideal of “ personal
knowledge” .

In the fourth chapter, I mainly discuss the foundation of the ideal of
“ personal knowledge” made by Polanyi’ s theory of tacit knowing. Revealing
tacit knowing is the basic knowing form and commitment is the tacit precondi-
tion of knowing, Polanyi points out that the real result of knowing cannot be
the objective knowledge which precludes all the personal coefficient because
all knowledge must be rooted in our tacit powers and we should treat the ideal
of “personal knowledge” as the goal of knowing. To Polanyi, scientific obser-
vation is rooted in personal tacit integration, artistic creation and appreciation
are resulted from the taéit integration by personal imagination, and regional
experience is also the integration of uncollateralized elements. And thus by
demonstrating the way in which all knowing requires human tacit participa-
tion, Polanyi declares that scientific observation, artistic appreciation and re-
gional experience are all personal tacit understanding. So the theory of tacit
knowing establishes a continuous transition from the natural sciences to the
study of the humanities.

In the fifth chapter, the theoretical influence and the profound enlightenment
of Polanyi’ s theory of tacit knowing are explored. The reestablishment of the ide-
al of knowing by Polanyi’ s theory of tacit knowing provides us with a new analytic
frame and research angle, and leads us reconsider the role of human in the
process of human. Undoubtedly, Polanyi’ s theory of tacit knowing brings a great
change in the history of Western epistemology, and has great influences on the re-
search in other subjects and social practice. We should also not ignore that Pola-
nyi’s theory of tacit knowing shows certain coincidences with Chinese traditional

philosophy and Marxism epistemology. And based on these, the study on Pola-



