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Abstract

Morality is a cultural phenomenon of human society, which contains the
social rationale, passes on the tradition of social civilization and embodies the
social order. Though a moral cultural pattern created by human beings, once
integrated into the regulatory system of the society, morality will thereafter
produce a regulating power upon human desire and his conducts. This power is
an important element supporting the stability of the internal structure of the
society which is not just an organic whole, but also a target—oriented object full
of life and vitality. The development and advancement of the society come from
the creative practice activities of human beings. At the same time, while the
society protects the growth and freedom of individual life, it sets up boundaries
for the fruit of action of the individuals so as to protect the interest of the social
community. The society set up and guards the boundaries are mainly
accomplished by law and moral. Because the society as an existence of relations
between individuals and between the individual and the collective, including both
ethic relations and interest relations. Ethics is the relation positioning of man and
man, of man and society, and of man and nature. Ethics is the nature of
morality. The relation of ethics actually contains the relation of morality.
Interest, on the other hand, is a manifestation of human needs which lead to the
profit — going deeds of the human, which, without proper restriction, will
damage the stability of the society. The restriction, however, is mainly
accomplished by external legislative enforcement and internal moral regulation.
Thus, the social relation is also a moral relation.

Schools, as an important part bf the society, undertake the task of fostering
human beings. From the socialization process of human beings, we can see that,
to integrate into the society, individuals should first of all understand and obey
the moral norms of society, and reconcile their own value orientation to the core
value orientation of the society, which is the chief task of school moral

education. Therefore, moral education is an important means of the socialization
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of individuals and one of the important contents of school education. As a result,
studies on moral education theories and practices have never been interrupted in
human history, and some unique moral education theories have been established.

The development of moral education theories has experienced a very long
historical procedure. Each and every theory has been marked with its historical
background. From the instrumental moral education which marks the historical
background of scientism and instrumental rationale, to the subjectivism moral
education which embodies the reversion of human nature, we could see a distinct
roadmap of moral education theory development, which well illustrates the
change of education target from “instrumental target” to “human” itself, and
gradually highlights the subjectivism of human beings. Although the
development of subjectivism moral education was widely welcome, this change
was, however, not a thorough one, for they all remain on a certain side of human
nature. As a result, the present theories and methods have not completely
changed the situation of low efficiency in school moral education. However, the
development procedure of moral education theories not only displays to us an
inexorable trend of moral education returning to human itself, but also provides
us directions and approaches to creative moral education theories.

Following the human and life orientation of moral education theory
development, we can easily find the moral education implication and function of
human needs. As a target of moral education, human is the life existence, the
essence of which is need. So to return to human nature, moral education must
take into consideration of human needs which, as an internal motivation of human
acts, could be regarded as both the starting point and the destination of all human
activities. Without human need, there would be no human pursuit for interest
and value. The essence of moral education lies in inducing the target to gradually
form and establish value systems and affective commitments in accordance with
the value system of the society so as to reach the goal of regulating the way of
thinking and manner of behaviors of the target. The process of moral education is
the forming process of individual values. The ultimate goal of moral education is
to help people awareness and recognizing life by mastering and understanding the
living world. The life need of human beings is the internal motive of the
formation of morality and an important basis for the existence of morality and
moral education. The close relationship of human needs and morality determines

the mutual fit—in of human needs and the essence of morality in terms of the
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fruit of action, the goal of value, the essence of life and the aim of living. So it is
of great practical significance to study the issue of moral education from the scope
of needs.

The moral education in the perspective of human needs can be termed as
¢ need— oriented moral education’ which is actually moral educational activities.
empowered, inspired and conditioned by human needs. It is based on the fact that
human needs and their objective existence are motivations for human behaviors.
The need — oriented moral education should be conducted in the perspective of
human needs and on basis of respects for human needs. By taking people first,
we can recognize and inspire human needs through need — oriented moral
education. As it attaches importance to human beings, the need—oriented moral
education is the choice of moral education at present time.

The purpose of innovating and constructing Need Moral Theory is to
enhance the effectiveness of moral education. The pointcut is the needs of human
beings, which are varied and ever changing. Therefore, timely and
comprehensive understanding of students needs is the key to carry out Need
Moral Education.

The implementation of Need Moral Education should adhere to the pointcut
of human needs and, in the process of satisfying, transforming, inducing and
inspiring the needs of the students by way of from knowledge to conception,
from reception to pursuit, form guidance to self — construction, from external
provision to internal production, from concentration to diffusion, from
persuasion to penetration, make the students establish their own moral belief
system so as to realize the goal of uplifting the efficiency of moral education,
which is also the basic conclusion proven by case studies.

Need Moral Education, as a theoretical construction of moral education,
provides a new train of thought and a new direction of academic discussion, yet
still in need of guidance of the related theories and the supplement and perfection

of moral education practices.

Key words: Need Life Human Need Moral Education  Need Moral
Education Efficiency of Moral Education
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