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Abstract

The present study aims to advance our understanding of the
concept of “stance” and the linguistic realization of stance in connec-
tion with the discourse of live Chinese table tennis commentary
(henceforth CTTC). Table tennis commentary, especially Chinese ones,
as a kind of Sports Announcer Talk, has not been studied from the

point of view of discourse analysis.

Video recordings of table tennis matches with commentaries by
different CCTV sport commentators from 1987 to 2002 were collected
and transcribed. Covering several international table tennis events,
this database contains 10 hours of transcripts with 100,000 Chinese
characters. The nature and size of the database makes it possible to
carry out a comprehensive investigation into stance in sports com-
mentary. As a preliminary attempt, two in-depth investigations were
carried out in the present study.

The first investigation was on the distribution of “commentary
stages” (the basic units of CTTC) with regards to the Chinese player
and the overseas player in one particular game. A very close game
between a Chinese player and an overseas player was chosen for this
purpose. The game was transcribed in terms of alternate strokes from
two players. The alternate stroke transcription serves as an objective
and technical reference on the basis of which subjective and attitudi-
nal aspects of a CTTC can be gauged. Meanwhile, this transcription
was also used to help segment the commentary into stages. The rela-
tive distribution of the commentary stages was then examined
through coding the stages allocated to the two players of a game rela-
tive to their winning and losing points. The resuit of this investigation
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shows that the commentary stages were not evenly distributed be-
tween the Chinese player and the overseas player in spite of very
close performance in terms of technical stroke analysis.

Based on the first study, the second investigation was carried out
to examine the distribution of speech acts with regard to the two
players of a game in order to understand the function of speech acts
for stance realization in a CTTC. Based on Searle’s felicity conditions
(1969) and my own survey on Chinese speakers’ intuition, eight cate-
gories of speech acts that are often used in a CTTC were recognized
and defined within the context of a live table tennis programme. They
are HAILING, WAILING, PRAISING, CRITICIZING, SUGGESTING,
WORRYING, EXCUSE-FINDING, and EXPECTING. The sample of
CTTC under investigation was then tagged with these speech acts and
processed to see whether there is a distribution difference with regard
to the Chinese player and the overseas player. The result shows that
the difference is statistically significant.

To conclude from the findings of the above two investigations,
the CCTV commentator usually makes use of a range of linguistic
means to signal his stance, which is not neutral but favouring the
Chinese players.
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