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The Tyréhnosaur Is Coming!
2T IR T

Michael Crichton
IBFIR « TR

f

Every zoo expert knew that certain animals were especially likely to get free of their
cages. Some, like monkeys and elephants, could undo cage doors. Others, like wild pigs,
were unusually intelligent and could lift gate fasteners with their snouts’. But who would
suspect that the giant armadillo was a notorious cage-breaker? Or the moose’? Yet a moose
was almost as skillful with its snout as an elephant with its trunk. Moose were always
getting free; they had a talent for it.

And so did velociraptors’.

Raptors were ﬁt least as intelligent as chimpanzees. And, like chimpanzees, they had
agile hands that enabled them to open doors and manipulate objects. They could escape
with ease. And when, as Muldoon had feared, one of them finally escaped, it killed two
construction workers and maimed a third before being recaptured. After that episode, the
visitor lodge had been reworked with heavy barred gates, a high perimeter fence, and
tempered-glass* windows. And the raptor holding pen was rebuilt with electronic sensors

to warn of another impending escape.
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Muldoon wanted guns as well. And he wanted shoulder-mounted LAW-missile
launchers. Hunters knew how difficult it was to bring down a four-ton African elephant—
and some of the dinosaurs weighed ten times as much. Management was horrified, insisting
there be no guns anywhere on the island. When Muldoon threatened to quit, and to take his
story to the press, a compromise was reached. In the end, two specially built laser-guided
missile launchers were kept in a locked room in the basement. Only Muldoon had keys to
the room.

Those were the keys Muldoon was twirling® now.

“I’'m going downstairs,” he said.

Arnold, watching the control screens, nodded. The two Land Cruisers sat at the top of
the hill, waiting for the T-rex to appear.

“Hey,” Dennis Nedry called, from the far console. “As long as you’re up, get me a
Coke, okay?”

Grant waited in the car, watching quietly. The bleating of the goat became louder, more
insistent. The goat tugged frantically at its tether, racing back and forth.

Over the radio, Grant heard Lex say in alarm, “What’s going to happen to the goat? Is
she going to eat the goat?”

“I think so,” someone said to her, and then Ellie turned the radio down. Then they
smelled the odor, a garbage stench of putrefaction® and decay that drifted up the hillside
toward them.

Grant whispered, “He’s here.”

“She,”Malcolm said.

The goat was tethered in the center of the field, thirty yards from the nearest trees. The

dinosaur must be somewhere among the trees, but for a moment Grant could see nothing at

snout n. (#HFFHe) KET, oK

moose n. &,

velociraptor . iRAE X, ( X4 —FF, TH 5 Hraptor)
tempered-glass n. 48143 38
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putrefaction # Bk, W%
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all. Then he realized he was looking too low: the animal’s head stood twenty feet above the
ground, half concealed among the upper branches of the palm trees.

Malcolm whispered, “Oh, my God. ... She’s as large as a bloody building. ...”

Grant stared at the enormous square head, five feet long, mottled reddish brown, with
huge jaws and fangs. The tyrannosaur’s jaws worked once, ope‘ning and closing. But the
huge animal did not emerge from hiding.

Malcolm whispered: “How long will it wait?”

“Maybe three or four minutes. Maybe—

The tyrannosaur sprang silently forward, fully revealing her enormous body. In four
bounding steps she covered the distance to the goat, bent down, and bit it through the neck.
The bleating stopped. There was silence.

Poised’ over her kill, the tyrannosaur became suddenly hesitant. Her massive head
turned on the muscular neck, looking in all directions. She stared fixedly at the Land
Cruiser, high above on the hill.

Malcolm whispered, “Can she see us?”

“Oh yes,” Regis said, on the intercom®. “Let’s sec if she’s going to eat here in front of
us, or if she’s going to drag the prey away.”

The tyrannosaur bent down, and sniffed the carcass’ of the goat. A bird chirped: her
head snapped up, alert, watchful. She looked back and forth, scanning in small jerking
shifts,

“Like a bird,” Ellie said.

Still the tyrannosaur hesitated. “What is she afraid of 7”” Malcolm whispered.

“Probably another tyrannosaur,” Grant whispered. Big carnivores'’ like lions and
tigers often became cautious after a kill, behaving as if suddenly exposed. Nineteenth-
century zoologists imagined the animals felt guilty for what they had done. But

contemporary scientists documented the effort behind a kill—hours of patient stalking
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7. poise v R4 (EAER) ; WRE; FRET
8. intercom n MEBERL

9. carcassn. (Zh#%) P&

10. carnivore n. AR hih
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before the final lunge—as well as the frequency of failure. The idea of “nature, red in tooth
and claw” was wrong; most often the prey got away. When a camivore finally brought down
an animal, it was watchful for another predator, who might attack it and steal its prize. Thus
this tyrannosaur was probably fearful of another tyrannosaur.

The huge animal bent over the goat again. One great hind limb held the carcass in
place as the jaws began to tear the flesh.

“She’s going to stay,” Regis whispered. “Excellent.”

The tyrannosaur lifted her head again, ragged chunks of bleeding flesh in her jaws. She
stared at the Land Cruiser. She began to chew. They heard the sickening crunch of bones.

“Ewww,” Lex said, over the intercom. “That’s disgusting.”

And then, as if caution had finally gotten the better of her, the tyrannosaur lifted the

remains of the goat in her jaws and carried them silently back among the trees.
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Thé Crying of the Puma
LR Y

H. G. Wells
FHE%F - T8 « BURE

2 :

Montgomery’s coming interrupted my tangle' of mystification and suspicion about
what just happened, and his grotesque attendant followed him with a tray bearing bread,
some herbs and other eatables, a flask of whiskey, a jug of water, and three glasses and
knives. I glanced askance’ at this strange creature, and found him watching me with his
queer, restless eyes. Montgomery said he would lunch with me, but that Moreau was too
preoccupied with some work to come.

“Moreau!” said I. “I know that name.”

“The devil you do!” said he. “What an ass I was to mention it to you! I might have
thought. Anyhow, it will give you an inkling® of our—mysteries. Whiskey?”

“No, thanks; I’'m an abstainer®.”

“] wish I’d been. But it’s no use locking the door after the steed is stolen. It was that
infernal stuff which led to my coming here,—that, and a foggy night. I thought myself in
Tuck at the time, when Moreau offered to get me off. It’s queer——;’

“Montgomery,” said I, suddenly, as the outer door closed, “why has your man pointed
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ears?”

“Damn!” he said, over his first mouthful of food. He stared at me for a moment, and
then repeated, “Pointed ears?”

“Little points to them,” said I, as calmly as possible, with a catch in my breath;
“and a fine black fur at the edges?” He helped himself to whiskey and water with great
deliberation. “I was under the impression—that his hair covered his ears.”

“] saw them as he stooped by me to put that coffee you sent to me on the table. And
his eyes shine in the dark.”By this time Montgomery had recovered from the surprise of my
question,

“I always thought,” he said deliberately, with a certain accentuation of his flavouring
of lisp®, “that there was something the matter with his ears, from the way he covered them.
What were they like?”

I was persuaded from his manner that this ignorance was a pretence. Still, I could
hardly tell the man that I thought him a liar.

“Pointed,” I said; “rather small and furry,—distinctly furry. But the whole man is one
of the strangest beings I ever set eyes on.”

A sharp, hoarse cry of animal pain came from the enclosure behind us. Its depth and
volume testified to the puma. I saw Montgomery wince®.

“Yes?”” he said.

“Where did you pick up the creature?”

L] B

—

tangle n. 22 8L, #LAgMe—

askance adv. 1% (&)

inkling n. 483%; BF; &4

abstainer n. B &, PH &
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wince v. AL Fit I, 4%
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vivisect v A2
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“San Francisco. He’s an ugly brute, I admit. Half-witted, you know. Can’t remember
where he came from. But I’m used to him, you know. We both are. How does he strike
you?”

“He’s unnatural,” I said. “There’s something about him—don’t think me fanciful, but it
gives me a nasty little sensation, a tightening of my muscles, when he comes near me. It’s a
touch—of the diabolical’, in fact.”

Montgomery had stopped eating while 1 told him this.

“Rum!” he said. “I can’t see it.” He resumed his meal. “I had no idea of it,” he said,
and masticated.

Suddenly the puma howled again, this time more painfully. Montgomery swore under
his breath. I had half a mind to attack him about the men on the beach.

Then the poor brute within gave vent to a series of short, sharp cries.

“Your men on the beach,” said I; “what race are they?”

“Excellent fellows, aren’t they?” said he, absentmindedly, knitting his brows as the
animal yelled out sharply.

I said no more. There was another outcry worse than the former. He looked at me with
his dull grey eyes, and then took some more whiskey. He tried to draw me into a discussion
about alcohol, professing to have saved my life with it. He seemed anxious to lay stress on
the fact that I owed my life to him. I answered him distractedly.

Presently our meal came to an end; the misshapen monster with the pointed ears
cleared the remains away, and Montgomery left me alone in the room again. All the time he
had been in a state of ill-concealed irritation at the noise of the vivisected® puma.

I found myself that the cries were singularly irritating, and they grew in depth and
intensity as the afternoon wore on. They were painful at first, but their constant resurgence
at last altogether upset my balance. I flung aside a crib of Horace’ I had been reading, and
began to clench my fists, to bite my lips, and to pace the room. Presently I got to stop my
ears with my fingers.

The emotional appeal of those yells grew upon me steadily, grew at last to such an
exquisite'’ expression of suffering that 1 could stand it in that confined room no longer. I
stepped out of the door into the slumberous heat of the late afternoon, and walking past the
main entrance—locked again, I noticed—turned the comer of the wall.,

The crying sounded even louder out of doors. It was as if all the pain in the world

RIBEE + SRR



v Danger, Disaster, and Terror...
PRT 1 simmmme

had found a voice. Yet had I known such pain was in the next room, and had it been dumb,
I believe—I have thought since—I could have stood it well enough. It is when suffering
finds a voice and sets our nerves quivering that this pity comes troubling us. But in spite of
the brilliant sunlight and the green fans of the trees waving in the soothing sea-breeze, the
world was a confusion, blurred with drifting black and red phantasms”, until I was out of

earshot of the house in the chequered wall.
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