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Preface ;Dream of a Diplomat

Preface : Dream of a Diplomat

All people have a dream, but just as we are individuals our dreams are unique and
not the same as another person’s dreams. What then is the dream of a diplomat? To fulfill
the dream, it is understood that the diplomat will do everything possible to accomplish his
assigned mission and safeguard the interests of his motherland, regardless of what
difficuliies he may undergo and how long the journey may take. Herein lies the value and
charm of a diplomat; especially if he brings vision and dedication to his job.

However, I did not always know my future “dream’ was that of a diplomat, for I was
born to illiterate parents in a shoemaker’s family from the countryside of the South
Yangtze River, which meant I grew up in a family that was quite poor.

One of my earliest dreams was for more education, but being poor, I knew my dream
was possibly just that,“a dream.” Nevertheless, I decided to apply to the Peking University,
where I was accepted after passing the stringent entrance examination. In looking back 1
sometimes wonder if it was just due to luck, but I also know that [ was quite determined as

- well. And, although funds were extremely limited, I was very fortunate and managed to
complete my university studies solely by relying on state grants, while also benefiting
greatly from the help of my teachers.

In school I studied very hard in an endeavor to serve wholeheartedly the Party and
the people in the future. The “Cultural Revolution” turned everything upside down.
Various factions sprang up plunging the nation into turmoil. When the disaster was over,
step-by-step things returned to normal; and people once again began looking forward to
their future.

After majoring in the Russian language at University, I have devoted almost my entire
lifetime to dealing with China-Soviet relations; and, later, relations between China and
Russia, and other countries in the Euro~Asian region.

While recalling past events, I realize how fortunate I was to be a part of many
important negotiations and meetings during those years. Such as participating in the
dramatic marathon negotiations on the Sino-Soviet boundary question; the consultations
on the normalization of Sino-Soviet relations; the Sino-Soviet high-level talks; and the
negotiations on the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and the newly

independent countries after the disintegration of the Soviet Union. 1 was privileged to
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witness many historical events, such as the first visit to China by the Russian President,
and the last visit to the Soviet Union by China’s top leader, as well as many other
important visits to Russia.

Like other Chinese diplomats, I served in the Foreign Ministry for a long time, rising
from basic levels of functionary & Attaché, to Third Secretary, Second Secretary, and First
Secretary; as well as Counselor, Minister-Counselor, Minister, and Ambassador. Most
interesting perhaps is that I worked in the Chinese Embassy in Moscow twice, the capital
of two different countries , that is, first the Soviet Union and later Russia, Finally, I had
the honor of being appointed Ambassador to Ukraine, Poland, and Kazakhstan. My
experience has shown that it is no easy job to be an ambassador “extraordinary and
plenipotentiary”. It is even more difficult to be a good ambassador.

Now, though I am living in retirement, to my great surprise, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has awarded me the title of “Outstanding Diplomat.” In my early years, I was
awarded quite a few honorary titles, such as an “Exemplary Student,” a “Five Good
Soldier,”’and some other titles. I have also received a medal of “Special Contribution,”
awarded by a foreign President, which I hardly deserved. I know I bear no comparison
with many other Chinese diplomats of the older generation who dedicated themselves
selflessly to the cause of foreign affairs throughout their life time. I often find myself
pondering over this same question while asking myself “What else can I do for my beloved
diplomatic profession in the remainder of my life?”

With the encouragement from my elders, colleagues, and many old friends, I decided
it was time to fulfill my one last dream as a diplomat. That is, to truthfully record the major
events and cases that I personally experienced, witnessed, or heard over the past 30 years
or more. These mirror the half century-span of the zigzagging development in the relations
between China and the USSR later Russia from a special perspective.

This book also tells you fascinating stories which took place in China’s relationships
with Ukraine, Poland, Kazakhstan and other countries, including events involving the
building of China’s first cross-border crude oil pipeline, the fight against locusts, the
lobbying for Beijing’s bid to host the Olympic Games and Shanghai’s bid for hosting
2010 World Expo. I will tell you about my entry into Chernobyl’ s dead zone, as well as the
hardships a career diplomat may often encounter, but which are often little known to
outsiders.

If this book could be of some help to young readers, I would be contented, because

my last dream as a diplomat has come true.
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ITpepucnoBue: Meura mururomara

Kaxxnplit 4enoBek umeer medTy. Y PasHBIX JIOLE ¥ B PasHble IEPHUOMIBI HX XKH3HH
MEYTHI 6BIBAIOT pasHbIE. A MeUTa JUIUIOMATa—IIPU BLITIOMHEHHH CBOEH MHCCUY BCEMU
CWIaMH [e1aTh NaXKe TO, 9TO KaXKETCH HEBO3MOXHBIM, HEB3UPas HAa MHOTOYMC/ICHHLIE
TPYAHOCTH, ¢ KOTOPBIMH IIPMAETCHA CTOJKHYTBHCA,UM HE CTPAIlach TOTO,KaKOM MOJITHI
myTh upeacrout npodtH!  JlyMaio,4TO MMEHHO B 3TOM 3aK/TIOYAeTCA 3HAYeHHE U
IPUBJEKATeNLHOCTD podeccuy UIioMara.

A pomwica B ceMbe CEMbCKOTO CaNoOXKHMKaA Ha fore Kuras. Mou ponurenu 6pumm
HETPAMOTHBIMK. MHe MOCYaCTIMBWIOCH CHATh BCTYNUTETbHBIE 3K3aMEHBI B
Ilexunckuit ynusepcuter. Ho Mosl ceMnst He HMeJta ieHer Ha y4eby, s IeMKOM KT
3a CYET rOCYNAPCTBEHHOM CTUIEHIMM M BBIPOC O/larofaps BHUMAHWIO M 3a00Te €O
CTOPOHBI Npernopasatesnell. B To BpeMsa s Bceli AyIIoil M MOMBICIAMM CTPEMMICH
IOOUTECA XOPOLIMX YCIEX0B B ydeGe ¥ 3aTeM OTGAArOfapuTh TNAPTHIO M HApOX 3a
ux 3a60Ty.

Xaoc HeObIBanOM B HCTOpUMM KyIbTYPHOM DeBOMOLMHA)IIEPEBEPHYT BCE B
crpade. OAHAKO TPyAHbIE BpeM€Ha HAKOHEN—TO NpPOIUIM,CTpaHa BEPHYIACh Ha
IyTh HOPM&IBHOTO Pa3BUTHSA, U MIONU CHOBA CTAM MeYTaTh O cBoeM Gyaymem. Ho
TOTHA S BCE XK€ He OCMEIUBA/ICH MEYTaTh O Kapbepe MUILIOMATA.

IMockoneKy A CNeNManMSHPOBAICA HAa H3YYEHHH PYCCKOTO A3bIKA, TO IIOYTH
BCIO Xu3Hb uMen geno ¢ Coserckum Colosom, saTeM ¢ Poccmeit u mpyrumu
rocymapcrsaMu EBpasuitckoro peruoHa.

MHe [OBENOCh HEMOCPENCTBEHHO YYacTBOBaTb B ApaMaTHIeCKOM Mapadone
KMTa#CKO—COBETCKUX MIEPETOBOPOB TI0 YPETYIMPOBAHUIO ITOTPAHUYHBIX BOITPOCOB, B
MIOJTATHYECKUX KOHCY/IbTAlMAX II0 HOPMaJIM3allMM OTHOIeHuit Myxay KHP u
CCCP. {1 mpucyrcTBOBaNA Ha KHTAliCKO—COBETCKOM BCTpeYe Ha BBICLIEM YPOBHE.
BbUT y9aCTHMKOM II€pErOBOPOB IO YCTAHOBJIEHHIO AUIUVIOMATHYECKUX OTHOLLEHHN C
o6pasoBaBiumuca nocie pacnaga CCCP HesaBHUCHMBIMH rocyaapcTBamu. S 6bin
CBUJIETE/IEM PAMla TaKHMX MCTOPHYECKMX COOBITMH, KaK BH3WT NMEPBOTO Ipe3neHTa
Pocciickoi ®enepanum B Kurait, nocrnenuuii BUsHT BbIciiero pykosomutens KHP B
Coserckuit Coro3 U ero IIOCIeAyIonIne BUUTEI B Poccuio,

Kak u mpyrue muMruiomMaTsl, A IpOILel BCe CTYIIEHH B CBOEl AUIUIOMATHYECKOM
Kaphepe : peepeHT — aTTallle — TPEeTHii — CeKpeTapb — BTOPOM — CEKPeTaph —
TIEPBBIA CEKpeTapb— COBETHUK— COBETHUK— HOC/IAHHUK — ITOJIHOMOYHBI MUHUCTD
IIOCOJIBCTBA — ITOCOJ.
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Heo6bIYHBIM ABAAETCA TO, YTO A ABAKIEI pa60’ra11 B OJHOM M TOH Xe
cronuue—MOCKBe, HO Pa3HBIX TOCYHapCTB: IepBbIi pas a 6b11 B CoBerckom Corose,
a Bropoii—B Poccun.

3atem s umen 4dects 6piTe mocmoM KHP B Ykpaune, Ilonsme u Kasaxcrane.
IIpopa6oraB 3TH Tpu KOMaHAXPOBKH OCMOTPHTEIBHO, CIOBHO {XOMUTH IO TOHKOMY
MBAY), S HAKOHEI—TO OCOSH&I, HACKOMLKO TPYAHO ObiTh  (YUpesBBIYAMHBIM U
[IOTHOMOYHBIM ITOCTOM)), TeM 60jee 6BITb XOPOIUIHM HOCAOM, KOTOPEHIA XO4eT 1o-
HACTOAIIEMY YTO—TO CHENATh.

IIna MeHa cTaj0 HEOXMIAHHBIM, YTO IO 3aBepLIEHUM IMIJIOMAaTHYeCKOMH
Kapbepbl MHe OBUIO TPHUCBOEHO MMHHUCTEDCTBOM MHOCTPaHHBIX Jel  3BaHHe
{OTnuunblt gUIOMaT). XOTA paHee B PasHOe BpeMs f MOMy4al ApyrHe IOYeTHHIe
spanua, Hampumep, {Ormmunsit yuenuk), (OTIMYHBLA CONZaT ), a TaKkKe ObUI
HarpaxJieH TPesUIEHTOM MHOCTPaHHOTO TOCYNapcTBa OpieHoM{3a ocobble 3acIyrh),
ONHAKO 4eCThb, OKa3aHHAad B 3TOT pa3, IIOKasanach MHE C/IMIIKOM BECOMOH, U A
YYBCTBOBI Cy0s HEMOCTOMHBIM €e€.

CpasHuBasi ce6 C [AMIVIOMaTaMi—BeTepaHaMM, KOTOPhle OGeCKOPBICTHO
MOCBATUAM BCIO JKH3Hb JUIUIOMAaTHYeCKOH paboTe, s HAaIZIAZHO BMXY CBOM
HeRoCTaTKH. Yl 9TO MOCTOSHHO HOOY>XIaeT MeHA AyMaTh Haj Te€M, YTO 5 MOTY ellle
C/ie/aTh UIA MOOMMOI TUIUIOMATHH B OCTaBINeeCd BpeMs XU3HMU.

ITo HAacTOMYMBBIM COBETAM MOMX OBIBIIMX PYKOBOIUTENEH, KOJUIET M CTapbIX
OpYyseil, 1 PeNIwICs PeaM30BaTh IOCAEAHIOI0 MEYTY TUIUIOMaTa—IIO MPUHLMITY
(Ha3piBaf BEHIM CBOMMM MMEHaMH) OTOOPa3HTh MHTEPECHbIe COOBITHSA, B KOTOPLIX 5
HETIOCPEICTBEHHO YYaCTBOBaI WIN O KOTOPBIX Y3HATI 32 CBOIO 30 —/eTHIOW paboTy
Ha ITMIVIOMATHYECKOM IIOMpHUILE, IO OCOOBIM YIZIOM 3PEHHMS NMOKa3aTh H3BWIMCTHIN
nyts passutus ornouieHmit Kuras ¢ CCCP u Poccueft sa 50 ¢ nmymumum ner mocne
obpasoBanus KHP.

S xoTen Takxke pacckasaTb 06 MHTepecHBIX (DakTaX, KOTophie OBUIM B
otHomenuax Kutas ¢ Yxpauwnoil, [Tonpmieli, KasaxcramoM U [pYTHMU CTPaHaMH,
BK/IOYAs THpPOKIanky nepsoro B ucropum KHP Tpamcrpanvunoro nedrenposona,
6ops6y C capaH4o¥ MHIUIOMATHYECKMMHM METOJaMH, T000MpOBaHHe NOANEPXKKH B
ponp3dy mnpoBenenns Onummuansi—2008 B Ilexure 1 MeXAyHapOAHO¥ BBICTaBKM
Jxcno-2010 » Ilamxae, mnocemenue {MeprTBoi 30HBI)—UepHOOBUIA M HpyTHE
MAaJIOU3BeCTHBIE TPYAHbIE MOMEHTHI B XXU3HHA AUIUIOMATA.

JlymaeTcs, 9TO €C/IM TaHHAA KHMTa OK&XETCH B 4eM—TO IIO/IE3HOM IA HAIIKMX
MOJIOEBIX YMTATeNel, TO MOXHO Oyder CYUTATh,4TO COBUIACH elle OfgHA MedTa
IUIUIOMATa.
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