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Preface |

The International Ecotourism Society (TIES) estimates that the average annual growth
rate for ecotourism around the world has reached 10 to 12 per cent; which is above the average
growth of tourism as a whole. Ecotourism in China has also developed rapidly due to an increase
in environmental awareness and the implementation of sustainable development strategies. At
the end of 2008, the China National Tourism Administration and the State Ministry of
Environmental Protection jointly issued a “National Program for the Development of
Ecotourism” and set 2009 as the “China Ecotourism Year.”

China has a large mountain and plateau area with relatively fragile ecological environment
indicating that, with proper safeguards, ecotourism development has tremendous potential. In
October 2008, China’s State Council provided views on the socioeconomic development of
Tibet and Qinghai Province. In response, from August 19—24®, 2009, the Qinghai People’s
Government, Chinese Academy of Sciences and the National Tourism Administration, hosted the
“2009 International Forum on Ecotourism” in Qinghai, China. This forum was organized by the
Qinghai Tourism Bureau and the Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources
Research with assistance from the Committee of Ecotourism, Chinese Ecological Society and
the Rural Landscape and Leisure Industry Development Research, Chinese Geographical
Society. The aim of this forum was to deepen ecotourism research through international
cooperation, promote China’s plateau and the mountain ecotourism, especially the Qinghai-Tibet
Plateau, and develop these areas in a healthy and sustained manner.

Ecotourism scholars from the United States, Britain, Australia, South Korea, and other
countries and regions along with more than 300 scholars, government officials, and enterprisers
participated in the forum. The representativies of china attending the conference came from 24
provinces and included attendees from the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, China Tourism Research Institute, Chinese Hydraulic Engineering Society, the
China Landscape and Historic Sites Association, Forest Park Management Office of the State
Forestry Administration, Peking University, Capital Normal University, Beijing Forestry
University, Beijing International Studies University, Nanjing University, Qingdao University,
Jiangxi Normal University, the World Wide Fund for Nature, Conservation International (CI),
China Taiwan and many other units and organizations.

The forum’s focus was “Platean and Mountain Ecotourism, “with its central themes
covering plateau and mountain ecotourism development models, Chinese ecotourism zone
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construction standards, ecotourism industry system construction, ecological civilization and
ecotourism, and the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau ecotourism development strategy. Forty two
participants provided academic reports and there were 16 plenary speeches. During the forum,
scholars discussed the latest international research in the ecotourism field. Professor Ralf
Buckley provided a thought provoking view on the evaluation of the effect of the ecotourism
movement globally; British scholar Richard Butler, used a case study to discuss suitable
conditions for long-term ecotourism development; Dr. Kelly Bricker, the President of the
International Ecotourism Society, emphasized the importance of partnerships in the construction
of global sustainable tourism standards. British scholar Bernard Lane analyzed the feasibility of
viewing eco-tourism as a protection tool and the relationship between ecotourism and heritage
protection. Dr. Carl Cater, also from Britain discussed community participation in tourism
development in remote areas. Ecotourism marketing issues and examples from Australia were
analyzed by Dr. Noel Scott from University of Queensland, Australia. Dr. Lee Jinhyung from
Honam University discussed ecotourism policies and objectives in South Korea while Taiwan
scholars Wang Xin examined Taiwan mountain ecotourism.

Scholars from Mainland China discussed numerous topics in depth. For example, Professor
Guo Laixi, from the Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources, Chinese Academy
of Sciences gave a speech entitled “Protection of Qinghai-Tibet Plateau as a whole and in terms
of ecotourism development” based on experience of actual eco-tourism development in Qinghai;
Researcher Dai Bin from the China Tourism Research Institute discussed the developmental
direction and evolutionary path of the Chinese Tourism Academy; Professor Zou Tonggian from
Beijing International Studies University reviewed the Chinese ecotourism development process;
Professor Wu Chucai, Central South University of Forestry and Technology, provided findings
from his research on ecotourism and health; Associate Professor Song Rui from the Tourism
Research Center of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences considered the standard path for the
construction of Chinese ecotourism areas based on an international comparative study; Dr. Tang
Chengeai, Institute of Geographical Sciences and Natural Resources, CAS, and Associate
Professor Wen Jin-lin from the Tourism Department, Ningxia University discussed the spatial
distribution of ecotourism resources and functional zoning in the Sanjingyuan region; Professor
Sun Yujun, Beijing Forestry University proposed a model of community ecotourism
participation in nature reserves; Professor Zheng Liandi, Chinese Hydraulic Engineering
Society, spoke on the relationship between scenic water spots and ecotourism from a
construction perspective; Mu Yazhao, officer of World Wide Fund for Nature, examined several
Qinling Nature Reserve development projects; Professor Liu Yaping from Guangxi University
studied the continuity and innovation in Zhuang nationality forest eco-culture and the
development of local tourism.

More than 100 papers were provided during this forum, with 43 peer refereed organized by
the forum scientific committee. These papers cover domestic and international progress in the
theoretical studies of ecotourism, ecotourism practice and exploration in various areas,
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ecotourism development on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, and the latest results, leading trends and
typical cases. These provide a useful reference for experts, scientists and leading cadres,
managers, entrepreneurs, and graduate students on the fields of tourism, ecology, environmental
studies and geography research.
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