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William Shakespeare

William Shakespeare was baptized on April 26,1564, in Stratford-on-
Avon, England, the third child of John Shakespeare, a well-to-do merchant, and
Mary Arden, his wife. Young William probably attended the Stratford grammar
school, where he learned English, Greek, and Latin. Historians aren’t sure of
the exact date of Shakespeare’s birth.

In 1582, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway. By 1583 the couple
had a daughter, Susanna, and two years later the twins, Hamnet and Judith.
Somewhere between 1585 and 1592 Shakespeare went to London, where he
became first an actor and then a playwright. His acting company, The King’s
Men, appeared most often in the Globe theatre, a part of which Shakespeare
himself owned.

In all, Shakespeare is believed to have written thirty-seven plays, several
nondramatic poems and a number of sonnets. In 1611 when he left the active
life of the theatre, he returned to Stratford and became a country gentleman,
living in the second-largest house in town. For five years he lived a quiet
life. Then, on April 23, 1616, William Shakespeare died and was buried in
Trinity Church in Stratford. From his own time to the present, Shakespeare is
considered one of the greatest writers of the English-speaking world.
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Nearly two thousand years ago, old King Lear ruled Britain. He [
had three daughters: Goneril, Regan, and Cordelia.
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IWOTES
rule [ru:l] v. 4274
think through 1748 % /&

Lear had always been a man who acted without thinking things
through. Because of this, he was about to make one of the big-
gest mistakes of his life.
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One day in the
palace, the Earls
of Kent and of
Gloucester were
talking.

| thought the king liked Goneril” s husband,
the Duke of Albany, Better than the Duke of
Cornwall who' s married to Regan.

/ —

| always
thought so.

But now that
he is going

to divide his
kingdom, he’ Il
give an equal
share to each
of them.

* say that something is so

| seel

"

Yes, though
| was once

ashamed to
admit* it.




Why, his
mother had
a son before
she had a

| husband!

fl But that was
along time

You must be proud| Oh, yes. | have
of him now! alegal* son, a
year older than
this one—and |
love them both.

| don’t
understand.

| am happy to |
meet you, sir.

Edmund, this
is the Earl of
Kent, a good
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# Listen! The king |
is coming.

* according to the law
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At the sound
of trumpets,
King Lear
entered with
his court.
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trumpet [trampit] n. /5
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The King of
France and the
Duke of Burgun-
dy are outside,
Gloucester.
Bring them in.




Without waiting l'am old
for his visitors, and tired of
the troubles

the old king
made his an-
nouncement.*

of ruling a
kingdom.

Look at this map. |" ve di-
vided my kingdom into three
parts. The daughter who :
says she loves me the most
shall have the largest part.

* a statement made before a group of people

| want to give up my
throne and let my daugh-
ters rule!
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announcement [8'naunsmant]
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be tired [taiad] of X &

give [giv] up & #

throne [Braun] n. E{i

statement ['stertmoant] n. Fif
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health [helB] n. 42 A&

Goneril, you are Dear father, | love

the oldest. What | - you more than
do you say? . words can say!

.....
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More than my eyes. .. more than
my health. . . more than life itself!
!

| love you as much
| as any child ever
loved a father!




| am pleased! | will
give you and your

children all the rich
land between these
lines on the map.

i '%;,/
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Then King Lear turned
to his second daughter.

Now our dearest Re-
gan, wife of the Duke
of Cornwall. . . what

do you say?

Thank you,
dear father.

| feel as
my sister
does.
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She describes*

my love for you
exactly—but she
says too little.

* explains, shows, tells about

** showing how two things are alike or different

7 Nothing else in the world
means anything to me com-
pared** to my father’ s love!
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BEEI&/NMEILERFE | | But Cordelia, | What do | do? |
FRERMMANGHSE | |theking's love my father
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If my father
doesn’ t know

But | can’ t speak of
my love. | can’ t lie and

flatter* him, as they do. : ~ | that | love him,
'k : | thenlcan’t
help it!
-
S : gg” g &0

D
&)
IWOTES ; I
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speak [spi:k] of # & , ] ;
flatter [fleeta(r)] v. 44, Az %
can'thelp it £ 48 % 7/
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* make someone think he is better than he really is



While Cordelia
was thinking these
thoughts, the old
king answered

\| To you and
your children,
| Regan, | give
this third of

my kingdom,
no less than |
ave Goneril!

Then, he turned to Cordelia, his youngest and favorite* daughter.

Now my greatest Nothing,

joy. ..courted**
by the leaders of
France and Bur-
gundy. What do
you say, Corde-
lia?

e
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| It makes me unhappy. .. but|
| can’ t tell you my love in words.

Nothing? Nothing
will get you noth-
ing! Speak again!

RS

* best loved

** sought after in marriage
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raise [reiz] v. &3

honor [ona(r)] v. § ¥

respect [ri'spekt] v. F 41, # &

You're my father. You' ve

A\

| don’ t see how my sisters can |

raised me and loved me. | obey say they love only you. What
you, love you, and honor* you.

about their husbands?

When | marry,
| shall give my
husband half my
love and care.

* respect

| cannot do
what they
say they do.




