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As someone who is almost entirely ignorant of the subject of
judicial independence in the People’ s Republic of China, I have
read Dr Zhenbo’ s doctoral thesis with the greatest interest. The
thesis is packed with fascinating detail and I must say that I have
learnt a great deal about the Chinese judicial system from reading
it.

No one can seriously doubt that the subject of judicial
independence is an important one since it is now almost a truism to
argue that an incorruptible judicial system, supported by sound
legal institutions, underpins the economic and social advancement
of any society. Indeed, it is part of accepted wisdom that judicial
independence is central not just to the operation of the rule of law
but, more generally, to the good ordering of society too. The
relationship between the executive branch of government and the
judges is a subject that will continue to throw up particular
challenges in modern China in the future.

It is, I believe, to Dr Zhenbo s credit that he does not shrink
from tackling politically sensitive issues in his thesis, not least the .
linkages between the executive and the judiciary. Indeed, the way
in which he addresses such issues is both illuminating and
refreshingly open — minded. His analysis of why judges in China
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continue to enjoy much lower public standing than their counterparts in many
Western societies is of particular interest. The interviews that Dr Zhenbo
conducted with a sample of judges are used in the thesis to provide insights into
judicial attitudes and thinking. They also shed light on the questions of judicial
independence and on the kind of role that judges see themselves playing in
modern China.

Dr Zhenbo writes about the Chinese judicial system, its problems, its
contradictions and the attitudes and frustrations of its judges with a
commendable balance, perception and detachment. This is a serious and
scholarly work and Dr Zhenbo is to be commended for setting his study within
an international and comparative context. Its legal and political ramifications
certainly extend well beyond the borders of the People’ s Republic of China.

As far as I am aware, few empirical legal researchers have focused their
attention on the Chinese judicial system. I believe that Dr Zhenbo’ s research
will come to represent something of a landmark in the literature on comparative
judicial systems.

Professot John Baldwin
Birmiyham School of Law

University of Birmiyham
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