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HRE T 5

Is Uganda’s Antigay Fervor Spreading? An African Domino Theory, Examined,

Uganda isn’t the only star of the antigay show in East Africa anymore. Today,
Rwanda’s Parliament is also set to consider legislation that would for the first time
make homosexuality a crime, punishable by 5 to 10 years in prison. The bill would al-
so ban any activities that could be construed as “encouraging or sensitizing” same-sex
relationships, eliminating advocacy and severely complicating medical treatment, es-
pecially for HIV/AIDS,

According to thelnternational Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission’s
Cary Johnson, Uganda issetting the precedent. “Other than as a result of the political
and military weakness of most of its neighbors, Uganda would have no real political
juice, as Kenya is recognized as the intellectual, political, and economic powerhouse
of the region,” Johnson said in an interview earlier this week, “Kenya should be the
powerhouse that sets the pace. But Kenya has fallen on hard times politically since its
election fiasco, so now it’s got its own fish to fry. ” Filling the void, Uganda is the one
asserting moral leadership in the region. Domestically, its antigay drive makes for a

convenient political ploy; with a war raging in north that the government can’t con-
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tain, it’s easy to gain popularity points by exploiting the myth of postcolonial attack
on African masculinity. But the ploy could have international ramifications. If the law
passes in Uganda, Johnson anticipates a domino effect of attempts in other countries
throughout the region to tighten their legal codes.

But can the region’s homophobic wave really be traced back to Uganda? At first
glance, it’s a tough sell. While the historical origins of antigay legislation are debata-
ble, antipathy to homosexuality is by now ahomegrown phenomenon throughout most
of Africa. ABC’s Dana Hughes, writing from Nairobi, points out that such opinions
on homosexuality are already widespread on the continent, “While American evangel-
icals are being examined for their role in the origins of the bill in Uganda,” she
writes, “East Africa, and for thatmatter Africa as a whole, is decidedly, virulently
against homosexuality. ” In total, 37 countries in Africa have laws on the books crimi-
nalizing same-sex relations. Burundi’s passed earlier this year, before the Ugandan
bill even came before Parliament.

Still, precedents set in one country can inspire dormant culture wars to flare up
anew in surrounding areas, especially when those areas are as connected as those in
eastern Africa. Hughes sees that from her vantage point in Nairobi, too. “The law in
Uganda is extreme, even by African standards, but the fallout may be a preview of
Africa’s own version of a ‘culture war,’”she writes. Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, and
their neighbors are connected by mobile populations and religious networks. As John-
son notes, many influential leaders in Rwanda are, in fact, Ugandan; they grew up in
Uganda, speak English, and hear voices like Stephen Langa, Scott Lively, Martin
Ssempa, and Rick Warren coming across the airwaves. That even includes Rwandan
President Paul Kagame; similarly, his wife grew up in Burundi, then lived in both
Kenya and Uganda. The connections are evident on the op-ed pages of Rwanda’s
newspapers. “These homos are probably running out of Uganda and coming to Rwan-
da, where there is no specific law that prohibits them from practicing this forbidden
habit,” wrote one contributor to The New Times, Rwanda’s state-owned paper.
“Just like Ugandans have passed the antigay bill, Rwandans too should follow this
path in order to maintain the integrity and dignity that we have held for all these dec-
ades. ” Whether its geopolitical reality or the boldness of its legislation is at root,.
Uganda is clearly setting an example.

Of course, that logic can work both ways. After months of fretful postings, Box
Turtle Bulletin sees signs that the international diplomatic and media-badgering cam-
paign may be having an effect in Uganda. A senior adviser to President Yoweri
Museveni recently denounced the bill in the government-owned New Vision news-

paper, Uganda’s largest. Today, Uganda’s other main newspaper reports that Ethics

002 | BXHE S HEEBBAN



and Integrity Minister James Nsaba Buturo—a key government leader who previously
spoke enthusiastically of the proposal as “an opportunity for Uganda to provide lead-
ership where it matters most”—has backed down, pledging to remain silent about the
bill until it has been passed or defeated. It’s probably no coincidence that these chan-
ges have come after weeks of denouncements from political and religious figures—
and, perhaps more importantly, threats to cut off aid and relocate an HIV/AIDS re-
search center. If Ugandans were to lose their aid deals over the bill, would Rwandans
think twice about pushing their own legislation through? That's a domino theory
worth testing. (761 words) |
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Biltn, 2007 FFEFIER W MK %A EHEE ES TEXT C.

I am afraid to sleep. I have been afraid to sleep for the last few weeks. I am so
tired that, finally, I do sleep, but only for a few minutes. It is not a bad dream that
wakes me; it is the reality I took with me into sleep. I try to think of something else.

Immediately the woman in the marketplace comes into my mind.

I was on my way to dinner last night when I saw her. She was selling skirts.
She moved with the same ease and loveliness I often saw in the women of Laos. Her
long black hair was as shiny as the black silk of the skirts she was selling. In her
hair, she wore three silk ribbons, blue, green, and white. They reminded me of
my childhood and how my girlfriends and I used to spend hours braiding ribbons into
our hair.

1 don’t know the word for “ribbons”, so I put my hand to my own hair and, with
three fingers against my head, I looked at her ribbons and said “Beautiful”. She low-
ered her eyes and said nothing. I wasn’t sure if she understood me (I don’t speak Lao-
tian very well).

1 looked back down at the skirts. They add designs in them: squares and trian-
gles and circles of pink and green silk. They were very pretty. I decided to buy one of
those skirts, and I began to bargain with her over the price. It is the custom to bar-
gain in Asia. In Laos bargaining is done in soft voices and easy moves with the sort of
quiet peacefulness.

She smiled, more with her eyes than with her lips. She was pleased by the few
words I was able to say in her language, although they were mostly numbers, and she
saw that I understood something about the soft playfulness of bargaining. We shook
our heads in disagreement over the price; then, immediately, we made another offer
and then another shake of the head. She was so pleased that unexpectedly, she.ac-
cepted the last offer I made. But it was too soon. The price was too low. She was be-
ing too generous and wouldn’t make enough money. I moved quickly and picked up
two more skirts and paid for all three at the price set; that way I was able to pay her
three times as much before she had a chance to lower the price for the larger pur-
chase. She smiled openly then, and, for the first time in months, my spirit lifted. I
almost felt happy.

The feeling stayed with me while she wrapped the skirts in a newspaper and
handed them to me. When I left, though, the feeling left, too. It was as though it
stayed behind in marketplace. I left tears in my throat. I wanted to cry. I didn’t, of
course,

1 have learned to defend myself against what is hard; without knowing it, I have
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also learned to defend myself against what is soft and what should be easy.

I get up, light a candle and want to look at the skirts. They are still in the news-
paper that the woman wrapped them in. I remove the paper, and raise the skirts up to
look at them again before I pack them, Something falls to floor. T reach down and feel
something cool in my hand. I move close to the candlelight to see what I have. There
are five long silk ribbons in my hand, all different colours. The woman in the market-
place! She has given these ribbons to me!

There is no defense against a generous spirit, and this time I cry, and very hard,

as if I could make up for all the months that I didn’t cry. (629 words)

90. Which of the following is NOT correct?
A. The writer was not used to bargaining.
B. People in Asia always bargain when buying things.
C. Bargaining in Laos was quiet and peaceful.
D. The writer was ready to bargain with the woman.
91. The writer assumed that the woman accepted the last offer mainly because the
woman
A. thought that the last offer was reasonable
B. thought she could still make much money
C. was glad that the writer knew their way of bargaining
D. was tired of bargaining with the writer any more
92. Why did the writer finally decide to buy three skirts?
A. The skirts were cheap and pretty.
B. She liked the patterns on the skirts.
C. She wanted to do something as compensation,
D. She was fed up with further bargaining with the woman.
93. When the writer left the marketplace, she wanted to cry, but did not
because
A. she had learned to stay cool and unfeeling
B. she was afraid of crying in public
C. she had learned to face difficulties bravely
D. she had to show in public that she wasstrong
94. Why did the writer cry eventually when she looked at the skirts again?
A. She suddenly felt very sad.
B. She liked the ribbons so much.
C. She was overcome by emotion.

D. She felt sorry forthe woman.
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BN, 2007 AEIGEL Y UG L B L PR % A TEXT D

The kids are hanging out. I pass small bands of students, in my way to work
these mornings. They have become a familiar part of the summer landscape.

These kids are not old enough for jobs. Nor are they rich enough for camp. They
are school children without school. The calendar called the school year ran out on
them a few weeks ago. Once supervised by teachers and principals, they now appear
to be “self care”.

Passing them is like passing through a time zone. For much of our history, after
all, Americans arranged the school year around the needs of work and family. In
19th-century cities, schools were open seven or eight hours a day, 11 months a year.
In rural America, the year was arranged around the growing season. Now, only 3
percent of families follow the agricultural model, but nearly all scbools are scheduled
as if our children went home early to milk the cows and toock months off to work the
crops. Now, three-quarters of the mothers of school-age children work, but the cal-
endar is written as if they were home waiting for the school bus.

The six-hour day, the 180-day school year is regarded as something holy. But
when parents work an eight-hour day and a 240-day year, it means something differ-
ent. It means that many kids go home to empty houses. It means that, in the sum-
mer, they hang out.

“We have a huge mismatch between the school calendar and realities of family
life,” says Dr. Ernest Boyer, head of the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement
of Teaching,

Dr. Boyer is one of many who believe that a radical revision of the school calen-
dar is inevitable. “School, whether we like it or not, is educational. It always has
been. ”

His is not popular idea. Schools are routinely burdened with the job of solving all
our social problems. Can they be asked to meet the needs of our work and family
lives?

It may be easier to promote a linger school year on its educational merits and, in-
deed, the educational case is compelling. Despite the complaints and studies about our
kids’ lack of learning, the United State still has a shorter school year than any indus-
trial nation. In most of Europe, the school year is 220 days. In Japan, it is 240 days
long. While classroom time alone doesn’t produce a well-educated child, learning takes time

and more learning takes more time, The long summers of forgetting take a toll.
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The opposition to a longer school year comes from families that want to and can

provide other experiences for their children. It comes from teachers. It comes from

tradition. And surely from kids. But the most important part of the conflict has been

over the money. (462 words)

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

Which of the following is an opinion of the author’s?

A. “The kids are hanging out. ”

B. “They are school children without school. ”

C. “These kids are not old enough for jobs. ”

D. “The calendar called the school year ran out on them a few weeks ago. ”
The current American school calendar was developed in the 19th century accord-
ing to ’

A. the growing season on nation’s form

B. the labour demands of the industrial age

C. teachers’ demands for more vacation time

D. parents’ demands for other experiences for theirkids

The author thinks that the current school calendar

A. is still valid

B. is out of date

C. can not be revised

D. can not be defended

Why was Dr. Boy’s idea unpopular?

A. He argues for the role of school in solving social problems,

B. He supports the current school calendar.

C. He thinks that school year and family life should be considered separately.
D. He strongly believes in the educational role of school.

“The long summers of forgetting take a toll ”in the last paragraph but one means
that

A. long summer vacation slows down the progress go learning

B. long summer vacation has been abandoned in Europe

C. long summers result in less learning time

D. long summers are a result offtradition

100. The main purpose of the passage is

A. to describe how American children spend their summer
B. to explain the needs of the modern working families

C. to discuss the problems of the current school calendar
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D. to persuade parents to stay at home to look after their kids

MCERR G ER AT LAE ), 5 AR W i L AU HE & AR, TR E
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40, 2009 4E3EE % b T 2% i) 9 32 3R A% LA TEXT C:

It was late in the afternoon, and I was putting the final touch on a piece of writing
that I was feeling pretty good about. I wanted to save it, but my cursor had frozen. I
tried to shut the computer down, and it seized up altogether. Unsure of what else to
do, I yanked (FHAIZEHI) the battery out.

Unfortunately, Windows had been in the midst of a delicate and crucial undertak-
ing. The next morning, when I turned my computer back on, it informed me that a
file had been corrupted and Windows would not load. Then, it offered to repair itself
by using the Windows Setup CD.

1 opened the special drawer where I keep CDs, But no Windows CD in there. I
was forced to call the computer company’s Global Support Centre. My call was an-
swered by a woman in some unnamed, far-off land. I find it annoying to make small
talk with someone when I don’t know what continent they’re standing on. Suppose I

were to comment on the beautiful weather we’ve been having when there was a mon-
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soon at the other end of the phone? So I got right to the point.

“My computer is telling me a file is corrupted and it wants to fix itself, but I
don’t have the Windows Setup CD. ”

“So you’re having a problem with your Windows Setup CD. ” She has apparently
been dozing and, having come to just as the sentence ended, was attempting to cover
for her inattention.

It quickly became clear that the woman was not a computer technician. Her job
was to serve as a gatekeeper, a human shield for the technicians. Her sole duty, as far
as I could tell, was to raise global stress levels.

To make me disappear, the woman gave me the phone number for Windows’ crea-
tor, Microsoft. This is like giving someone the phone number for, I don’t know,
North America. Besides, the CD worked; I just didn’t have it. No matter how many
times | repeated my story, we came back to the same place. She was calm and reso-
lutely polite.

When my voice hit a certain decibel (4301), I was passed along, like a hot, irri-
table potato, to a technician,

“You don’t have the Windows Setup CD, ma’am, because you don’t need it. ” he
explained cheerfully.

“Windows came preinstalled on your computer!”

“But I do need it. ”

“Yes, but you don’t have it. ” We went on like this for a while. Finally, he of-
fered to walk me through the use of a different CD, one that would erase my entire
system. “Of course, you'd lose all your e-mail, your documents, your photos. ” It was
like offering to drop a safe on my head to cure my headache. “You might be able to re-
cover them, but it would be expensive. ” He sounded delighted. “And it’s not covered
by the warranty (F=fh{RiE3)1” The safe began to seem like a good idea, provided it
was full. ‘

I hung up the phone and drove my computer to a small, friendly repair place I'd
heard about. A smart, helpful man dug out a Windows CD and told me it wouldn’t be
a problem. An hour later, he called to let me know it was ready. I thanked him, and

we chatted about the weather, which was the same outside my window as it was out-
side his. (576 words)

M ECTTUES , HEWAH 2 “Late in the afternoon, I fixed my computer sys-
tem” FHAT 1 MBS E FEEF AL BEHR, IEFEFR BH OB S8 K
TE4E RS, HiE S Xag LA FRAIR AL S8R4T 0 R L 48 8) W /a) X 35 S gL R
E, RN S computer system MIRH EREHF 1

mo\ﬁ#ﬁ%%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ



