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Preface

At Altium we are passionate about putting the best available design technology into the
hands of every electronics designer and engineer.

This is the reason | formed the company Altium, under its original name Protel, more than
two decades ago.

This book takes you through Altium's nexi generation electronics design solution. Altium
helps remove the barriers to innovation, by making it easy to experiment with new devices and
technologies, explore and implement new design concepts, and take your design from concept
through to manufacture all within a single design system.

The combination of our software and hardware solution pushes soft design to the center of
the process, making it easy to visualize, interact, explore and update the designs as an alter-
nate to prototyping, without you having to commit to final hardware until the design is consid-
ered ready to go to market.

This new unified design approach repiaces the previous ad-hoc coliection of design tools,
making it easier to innovate and allows you to avoid being bogged down in costly processes,
mistakes or delays.

China has a great opportunity ahead, to move from being the world's electronics manufac-
turing power house, to become the world’'s electronics design power house. That opportunity
will come from a focus on innovation and raising the power and effectiveness ot the electronics
designer.

Whether you are working alone, as part of a small team, or as part of a large organization;
or whether you're coping with an increasingly soft’ design environment, or harnessing the power
of today’s powerful, low-cost desktop computers; Altium can help you be successful in develo-

ping the next generation of electronic products.

Nick Martin
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