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Preface 1

Preface

This book is contributed to not only intellectuals who are of good
disciplined background in philosophy, but also to amateurs and
youths who are interested in theoretical issues. The book aims to
make every person who intends to recognize himself and others able
to obtain available information by reading it; to make every person
could promote his or her understanding of human, of society, of the
life, of the world to a brand — new level.

The issue of personality, self and individuality is a philosophi-
cal dilemma that could be traced to long time ago. In the ancient
Greek temple, there was a famous proverb: To recognize yourself,
One part of its meaning is to expose the riddle of human being, and
another meaning of it is to expose the riddle of each person. Many
people consider the capacity of recognizing the person himself and
other person as the supreme witness. When this witness is embod-
ied in the discipline of philosophy, then there occurs the study of
personality and self, individuality of human. This field of study is
unexpectedly marvelous and is also the one that varies its meaning
every day. How to understand persons, how to understand persons
of different social groups, of different background, of different eras,
how to obtain a Touchstone, a Golden Rule, with which we could
know persons, instruct persons and evaluate persons? For this is-

sue, previous thinkers had already provided us countless approa-
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ches. But we still feel something lack and something wrong. Based
on researches on previous classics and achievements, we intend to
find a theoretical perspective that is supported by contemporary hu-
man civilization, by contemporary achievements of natural science
and social science, of anthropology, particularly is supported by the
situation of reformation and opening of China. This perspective
must be new in methodology, in its contents and in its arguments all
~roundly. It must be able to answer questions concerning funda-
mental theory of personality and self, to provide practical powers
guiding, motivating persons”self — promotion and self ~ fostering in
contemporary China. :

First of all, we should start from the conjoining the analysis of
concepts and the “analysis of history of human knowledge”. We
must make the theoretical resources of studying personality, stud-
ying self, studying individuality and the studying of " desein" in the
history of philosophy be unified. ‘In addition, traditional philosophy
usually concentrated only on the issue of the essence or the identity
of personality, self. Modern philosophy cares more the issue of val-
ue of personality and self. Marxist philosophy realizes the revolution
of studying anthropology by taking practice as the new foundation.
Accordingly, we need to combine the studying of essence, the value
and the practice of person together. We must face to the challenges
of modem scientific achievement bravely, now the problems of Su-
per Frozen ~ Person, of Exchanged Body Person, of Clone Person,
of Internet ~ Virtual Person make the issue of personal and self i-
dentity much more comprehensife. We have to apply Marxist prin-
ciple of anthropology, the principle of realistic and practical as well

as the principle of dialectic in our study, to find the way of resol-
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ving the paradoxes.

Studying of this issue is of specific theoretical and practical
value for China today. China is sfepping into a brand —~ new ~ his-
torical times, what kind of times will it be? In the final of analysis,
the spirit, the style, the feature of the times is dominated by the i-
deal and reality of every citizen of China. We know that for the de-
. velopment in the fields of economic, of politic, and other fields of
civilization of China, there stems the paradox of " jump over the gulf
of Carfting” , namely jumping from ancient times into contemporary
times , the era of recent times is cut off. The situation is the same in
the civilization of personality — self. One hundred years ego, China
kept staying at the age of feudalistic Qin dynasty and Han Dynasty.
But nowadays, we have already overtaken many advanced nations,
and have stepped into the age of elementary stage of socialism. now
we have to face to the lash of contemporary civilization, such as the
contemporary scientific achievements, the value of contemporary ra-
tionality, human right, equality and freedom. The lash makes every
people and the whole society getting confused and shocked. To find
a distinct direction theoretically for resolving the perplexity is the
responsibility of all thinkers of our times.

~ Our goal of studying the issue of personality, self is to serve
the construction of socialist civilization of personality. On one
hand, the construction needs to criticize the traditionally infected
personality of our people; on the other hand, the construction needs
to guide people to foster the realistic ideal of personality. The Cen-
tral Committee of Chinese Communist Party claims that all the is-
sues of economic development, of political democracy, of advanc-

ment of science and culture at the bottom are the issue of the en-
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hancemant of perond elements; and the cnhancement of personal el-
ements at the bottom is the issue of all ~ roundly development of
perons. It indicates the fundamental function that personal civiliga-
tion would play in the construetion of the socialist harmontous socie-
ty of China. If an university could cultivate one thousand of such
kind of ideal personality, then it must become a most excellent uni-
versity; if a city could cultivate ten thousands of such kind of per-
sonalities, then it must become a most prosperous city; for a nation
or a country, only if the truth system, value system taking the new
concept of personality and self as its root, only if ten percent or
more than that of its people have cultivated the ideal personality in
the contemporary sense, then our era could step forward steadily.
A famous scholar of present China Qinghai Gao once said in
his works, there are several most bright — colored flags floating over
today$ world, even in the terrible backward and the dark place, no
people dare to refute these flags, they are the flags of human na-
ture , humanitarian and human right. What we intend to replenish is
that the flag of personality is also one of the bright - colored flags.
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