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EDITOR'S FOREWORD

History is a comprehensive distillation of the cumulative experience of social groups
over given time periods in given geographic settings, encompassing a variegated content
of economic and material, spiritual and cultural elements. It is preserved and perpetuated
in the form of material objects, writings, graphic illustrations and oral narrative, handed
down vertically through time and broadcast in all directions through space, becoming the
collective memory of social groups sharing similar characteristics. Historical retrospection
enables us to engage in a dialogue with the past, while historical research is a sort of
exploratory excavation aimed at verifying historical knowledge, whose results enable
history to be 're-presented’' to us. As such, historical research and transmittal of its results
constitutes a critical link in the formation of humanistic knowledge; and history serves as
a fundamental 'cultural nutrition' to the residents of communities, the peoples of

modern-day nations, and the citizens of Earth as a whole.
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The Taiwan Historical Association was founded in February 1995. It is a scholarly
community consisting of historical workers sharing a passionate love of Taiwan and
identification with Taiwan as a sovereign, independent nation, who aspire to bring
together researchers in the fields of Taiwan history, Chinese history, Asian history,

European history and world history in general with the aim of shaping a perspective on
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history which takes Taiwan as its thematic touchstone, and of uplifting standards of
historical research and promoting history education. The association's activities include:
publication of a periodical THA bulletin and books on particular topics; sponsoring of
special-topic seminars, history-study workshops and other activities devoted to critical
evaluation of history and human culture; as well as cooperation with mass media in the
mission of disseminating historical knowledge. The Window on Taiwan series of feature
articles represents the concrete fruit of the cooperative toil of the Taiwan Historical
Association, the Foundation of National Development and Research and the Taiwan
News. The essays in that series are compiled and published here in book form as The
Mirror and Window of Taiwan History so that this fruit may be preserved and enjoyed by

an expanded readership.
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The weekly series of Window on Taiwan articles is quite diverse and rich in scope.
In addition to conventional historical pieces, they include essays on historical events of
special relevance to practical current affairs, as well as discussions of the histories of
various industries, ethnic groups, historical figures and folk customs, in the endeavor to
provide new perspectives for examination and appreciation of our land's history. It is our
sincere hope that The Mirror and Window of Taiwan History may empower readers,
through the mirror of history, to recall the past and, through the window of history, to see
forward into the future. The essays herein are provided in their original Chinese-language
form so that, through familiarization with our own native history, Taiwan readers may
become more keenly aware of their identities as people belonging to the nation of Taiwan.
They are accompanied by English-language translations to the end that our foreign
friends may better understand Taiwan's place amidst the tide of globalization,
recognizing and accepting Taiwan for what it uniquely is. Then may this island nation,
like an immense whale, beat its fins with great power, roaming the vast ocean of this

world in freedom and majesty.
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Foreword

The 44 essays in this volume flesh out and explain key developments in the history of
Taiwan society. By reading it, the Taiwan people can form a clearer overview of their
native history, while our foreign friends can thereby can get a more intimate, in-depth
acquaintance with Taiwan's old and new faces. It is hoped that presentation of the

essays in Chinese and English side-by-side can achieve this dual objective.

s M BXERBNERIOBUELNEREY  JLECSEBARBITE  BILER
BENSEBALIRE  BIUBNERAZB ST » HIE8E2ON TSR BEERIIRALD
B AREPENHR > WBEEFSETENSEEDE -

Historical facts are one thing and overall historical perspective something else.
Given the special circumstances of Taiwan's erstwhile political power structure and its
ideological bias over the past several decades, Taiwan history -- including the various
aspects of Taiwan's political, social and cultural history -- has not been able to receive a
comprehensive understanding and interpretation. In other words, over the past several
decades, quite a few scholars of Taiwan history have, to one extent or another, been

looking at the facts of Taiwan history through a distorting window.
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The "window" in the title Window on Taiwan represents a new perspective on

Taiwan history intended to enable readers to rectify the biased projections of earlier
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~ historical accounts and to see the facts of history in their original organic context.
Directly or indirectly, all of these essays -- ranging in coverage from prehistoric
indigenous cultures and the political roles played by Taiwan's indigenous tribes, to early
Han-ethnic immigrants from the mainland, conditions in the Japanese colonial period,
removal of the Kuomintang government from China to Taiwan and the preceding
September 28 Incident, exchanges of artillery fire between the Chinese Communist and
Kuomintang regimes at Kinmen, the popular movement to assert Taiwan's sovereignty
over the Islands and, onward, to the evolution of a society in which the people are
masters -- tell stories containing new insights into matters with a bearing on highly
important themes relating to Taiwan's past and present political status. Among them,
those which focus more on social and cultural themes -- such as ancient relics, place
names, the history of tea, the physical environment, folk religion centering on the goddess
Matsu, folk songs, traditional proverbs, etc. -- can move readers toward a new
appreciation of, and compassionate regard for, the history of cultural interactions

between this island country's indigenous Austronesians and Han-ethnic immigrants.
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On behalf of the Institute for National Development I would like to extend our
grateful thanks to the Taiwan News, the Taiwan Historical Association and the 2 = &%
K EETSE for the contributions of money and effort which have made possible the
publication of this book of truly fresh historical value. In my capacity as President of the
Institute for National Development, I would also like to take this occasion to thank my
foundation colleagues for their active planning and execution of Window on Taiwan
project, both in regard to the original publications of these 44 essays in the Taiwan News

and, now, in book format for the edification of so many readers.
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Pulling together for a more beautiful Taiwan

As proclaimed in its masthead motto, the English-language Taiwan News’ reason for
being is to serve as “voice of the people, bridge to the world.” As one expression of that
endeavor, the Taiwan News published a regular Window on Taiwan feature over the
period February 2001 to January 2002, with the purpose of communicating to the
English-speaking world a variegated panorama of events and personages in Taiwan’s
history portrayed in a penetrating but lucid, story-telling style -- a meaningful but
arduous undertaking. Having enabled those from other countries to understand
something of Taiwan’s people and formative events, the feature has indeed fulfilled its
mission and lived up to the Taiwan New’s motto. It is a pleasure, therefore, to now be

able to offer still more readers the collected Window on Taiwan articles in book form.
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I wish to take this occasion to express my delight in having cooperated with our
partner in the Window on Taiwan venture, the Taiwan Historical Society, and most
importantly, to extend my gratitude to Society Secretary-General Tai Pao-tsun, who took
responsibility for carrying forward this plan within the Society, and to the various Society

contributors for their informative and interesting articles. Thank you one and all for
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your untiring efforts and “regularly scheduled lessons And of course we must thank
the Taiwan News Editorial Writers” Office, the section directly responsible for the project,
with special thanks due to feature editors Tina Lee and Ho Kuang-jung and translator

Elizabeth Hoile for a fine accomplishment of which you may justly be proud.
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Very rare is it to see Taiwan at the center of a map, as is the case with this 1771 *“Map of the East

Indies” by French cartographer Rigobert Bonne.
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