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Preface

In November 2007 , the 1st International Symposium on Architecture Heritage Preservation and
Sustainable Development was held in Tianjin. It gave impetus to the research and practice of histori-
cal architecture heritage preservation, and also provided valuable information on protecting Tianjin’ s
historic buildings. In order to promote further studies in related fields and exchange latest achieve-
ments, the 2nd International Symposium on Architecture Heritage Preservation and Sustainable De-
velopment is to be held from 20th to 21st Sep. 2010 in Tianjin. There are three sub-themes: theoret-
ical research, operation system, and preservation techniques. The papers exhibit the latest theoreti-
cal achievements in architecture heritage preservation and sustainable development, explore the oper-
ation and administration mechanism, and discuss the new techniques in historical architecture preser-
vation and rehabilitation. We believe that the publication of the proceedings will further stimulate
historical architecture heritage preservation. Especially, it will benefit us by introducing advanced i-
deas and technologies, and improving Tianjin’ s preservation undertakings systematically.

Due to limited time, not all the contributions can be included in the proceedings. Presenting our
sincerest appreciations to all the Chinese and foreign experts, officials, participants and volunteers
who concern and support the symposium!

Organizing Committee

September 2010
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Economic Analysis of Architectural Heritage: What Can Economics Tell Us?

David Throsby
( Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia)

Abstract: This lecture will discuss recent advances in the economic analysis of the built heritage. Questions of valuation
are particularly important, both in regard to use values and the more general value placed on heritage by the community at
large. The lecture will consider sustainability as it relates to cultural phenomena, and will conclude with some observations
on the integration of heritage policy into economic policy at local and national levels.

Keywords: Economic analysis; Valuation; Heritage policy; Economie policy

This lecture will explain in general terms the uses and limitations of economics in considering the conservation, res-
toration and adaptive re-use of architectural heritage. It will discuss recent developments in the economics of heritage, in
particular the concept of cultural capital, valuation issues, and sustainability principles. The lecture will conclude for
some observations on heritage policy.

In the past, decisions about the conservation, restoration or adaptive re-use of architectural heritage have largely
been the responsibility of architects, urban planners, conservationists, architectural historians, and so on. Recently e-
conomists have joined the debate, partly because conservation decisions generally have significant financial ramifica-
tions, and partly because economics, when sensitively applied, can throw some interesting light on heritage issues. Re-
search on the application of economics to cultural heritage has brought forward the relatively new concept of cultural cap-
ital to describe cultural assets such as heritage buildings or groups of buildings that embody or yield cultural value in ad-
dition to whatever economic or commercial value they may possess. Indeed the fundamental concept underlying any as-
sessment of the significance or worth of the built heritage is the concept of value, so it is useful to ask : what are the vari-
ous dimensions of the value of heritage and how can they be assessed in a way that makes sense for public — and private-
sector decision making?

A basic distinction can be made between the economic value and the cultural value of heritage, i. e. between those
values that are measurable using the tools of economic analysis, and those that relate to the purely cultural significance of
the asset or assets in question. In the assessments of the economic value of heritage, economists have adapted the meth-
odologies used in environmental economics to value natural phenomena such as wilderness areas, forests, marine conser-
vation areas, etc. Cultural heritage provides similar sorts of economic benefits. They can be divided into use values, re-
presenting the financial value to people who directly consume the services of the asset such as tourists or tenants of his-

toric buildings, and non-use values, meaning more widely diffused community benefits. These economic effects can be
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measured in monetary terms. But no such unit of account is available for the measurement of cultural value, which is a
multi-faceted concept representing individual or social assessments of the aesthetic qualities, the architectural signifi-
cance, the symbolic importance, and other characteristics of the heritage asset.

Any capital asset, including an item of cultural capital, is a long-lasting or durable store of value. How should we
manage cultural heritage in a way that ensures that its benefits continue to be enjoyed into the future? The concept of sus-
tainability provides an appropriate framework within which to consider the long-term management of cultural capital.
Like cultural value, sustainability has multiple dimensions, and there is no single definition that completely captures its
characteristics. Rather it is preferable to approach the idea of sustainable heritage management as a series of principles to
be applied to ensure in particular that the interests of future generations are properly accounted for.

The transformation of these various ideas into practical policy advice depends on the mechanisms for policy forma-
tion and implementation in particular jurisdictions. In an urban environment there are often conflicts between commercial
imperatives for rapid urban renewal and the longer-term values associated with heritage preservation. The concepts out-
lined in this lecture can assist in making better and more rational decisions, by focussing attention on the cultural as well
as the economic values of architectural heritage. Moreover, the sustainability paradigm offers an integrating framework
which encourages us to take a holistic, longer-term view of the importance of the built heritage in the urban context.
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How to Link Demolition with Preservation and Sustainability?

Anne-Franccoise Gargon

( Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, Paris, France)

Abstract: Can we consider demolition only as the opposite of preservation? In Europe particularly, it is a common fact to
appreciate demolition only in a negative way, and to consider preservation and heritage like a mean to prevent or avoid de-
struction. As if there were only two ways to deal with the past: the preservation or destruction. This tension between de-
struction and preservation is very clear for the tangible hentage, especially the architecture and industrial heritage. The aim
of this paper is to analyze this tension and put it into perspective, from a collective research conducted a few years ago. The
questions are: do we have necessarily to link heritage and material conservation? Is the physical preservation the only way to
keep track of the past? Do we loss identity when we loss buildings? What exactly the physical preservation is: a piece of
past given to the present or, an image, an interpretation of the past? But then, how to do, when times are changing? And,
on the contrary, how to link demolition and sustainability?
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