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US Military Forces

The present military organizational structure is a result of the
National Security Act® of 1947, which created the United States Air
Force, and restructured the “War Department” into the “Department
of Defense. ” The Department of Defense is headed by a civilian; the
Secretary of Defense, who is appointed by the President of the Unit-
ed States. Under the Secretary of Defense, there are three military
departments; The Department of the Army, the Department of the
Air Force, and the Department of the Navy. Each of these military
departments are also headed up by civilians; the Secretary of the Ar-
my, the Secretary of the Air Force, and the Secretary of the Navy.
These “service secretaries” are also appointed by the President,

There are five military branches: The Army, Air Force, Navy,
Marine Corps, and Coast Guard. The Army is commanded by a four-
star general, known as the Army Chief of Staff. The Army Chief of
Staff reports to the Secretary of the Army. The top military member
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in the Air Force is the Air Force Chief of Staff. This four-star gener-
al reports to the Secretary of the Air Force, The Navy is commanded
by a four-star admiral, called the Chief of Naval Operations. The
Marines are commanded by a 4-star general called the Commandant
of the Marine Corps. Both the Chief of Naval Operations and the
Marine Corps Commandant report to the Secretary of the Nawy.
These four “flag officers” also make up a group called the Joint
Chiefs of Staff (JSC). The Joint Chiefs of Staff comprise the four
Service Chiefs, the Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The Chairman is nomina-
ted by the President and approved by the Senate. For operational
matters the JCS by-passes the individual service secretaries and re-
port directly to the Secretary of Defense, and the President. The
Coast Guard does not fall under the Department of Defense. Until re-
cently, the Coast Guard was under the Department of Transporta;
tion. Recent legislation has moved the Coast Guard to the newly cre-
ated Department of Homeland Defense. However, the Coast Guard
is considered a military service, because, during times of war or con-
flict, the President of the United States can transfer any or all assets
of the Coast Guard to the Department of the Navy. The Coast Guard
is commanded by a 4-star admiral, known as the Coast Guard Com-
mandant.

Army. The United States Army is the main ground-force of the
United States. The Army is the oldest US Military service, officially
established by the Continental Congress?® on June 14, 1775. The Ar-
my is also the largest US Military Service. There are approximately
76,000 officers and 401,000 enlisted members in the active duty Ar-

my. The Army is supported by two Reserve Forces which can be
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tapped for trained personnel and equipment during times of need:
The Army Reserves, and the Army National Guard. The primary
difference between the two is that the Reserves are “owned” and
managed by the federal government, and each state “owns” its own
National Guard. However, the President of the United States or the
Secretary of Defense can “activate” state National Guard members in-
to Federal military service during times of need.

Air Force. The Air Force was created in 1947 under the National
Security Act of 1947. Prior to 1947, the Air Force was a separate
Corps of the Army. The primary mission of the Army Air Corps was
to support Army ground forces. However World War II showed that
air power had much more potential than simply supporting ground
troops, so the Air Force was established as a separate service. The
primary mission of the Air Force is to defend the United States
through exploitation of air and space, To accomplish this mission,
the Air Force operates fighter aircraft, tanker aircraft, light and
heavy bomber aircraft, transport aircraft, and helicopters. The Air
Force is also responsible for all military satellites, and controls all of
our Nation’s strategic nuclear ballistic missiles. There are about
69,000 commissioned officers on active duty in the Air Force, and
about 288,000 enlisted members. Like the Army, the active duty Air
Force is supplemented by the Air Force Reserves, and the Air Na-
tional Guard.

Navy. The Navy was officially established by the Continental
Congress in 1775. The Navy’s primary mission is to maintain the
freedom of the seas, making it possible for the United States to use
the seas where and when national interests require it. In addition, in

times of conflict, the Navy helps to supplement Air Force air power.
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Navy aircraft carriers can often deploy to areas where fixed runways
are impossible. An aircraft carrier usually carries about 80 aircraft.
Most of these are fighters or fighter-bombers. Additionally, Navy .
ships can attack land targets from miles away. Navy submarines al-
low stealth attacks on our enemies from right off their shores. The
Navy is also primarily responsible for transporting Marines to areas
of conflict. The active duty Navy has about 54, 000 officers, and
324,000 enlisted personnel. The Navy is supported in times of need
by the Naval Reserves. However, unlike the Army and Air Force,
there is no Naval National Guard.

Marine Corps. The Marines are often referred to as the “Infan-
try of the Navy. ” Their primary specialty is to assault, capture, and
control “beach heads,” which then provide a route to attack the ene-
my from almost any direction. The Marines are generally a “lighter”
force when compared to the Army, so they can generally be deployed
fast. For combat operations, the Marines like to be self-sufficient, as
much as possible, so they also have their own air power, consisting
primarily of fighter and fighter/bomber aircraft and attack helicop-
ters. Even so, the Marines use the Navy for much of their logistical
and administrative support. There are approximately 18,000 officers
and 153,000 enlisted personnel on active duty in the Marines, Like
the Navy, there is no Marine Corps National Guard, but Marines are
supported in times of need by the Marine Corps Reserves.

Coast Guard. In peacetime, the Coast Guard is primarily con-
cerned with law enforcement, boating safety, sea rescue, and illegal
immigration control. However, the President of the United States
can transfer part or all of the Coast Guard to the Department of the

Navy in times of conflict. The Coast Guard consists of ships, boats,
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aircraft and shore stations that conduct a variety of missions. The
Coast Guard is the smallest military service, with about 7,000 of-
ficers and 29,000 enlisted on active duty. The Coast Guard is also
supported by the Coast Guard Reserves, and a volunteer “Coast

Guard Auxiliary” in times of need.
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Decide whether each of the following statements is true or false ac-
cording to the text, Write T for True or F for False before each
statement,

All secretaries of the Department of the Army, the Air

force and the Navy are appointed by the President of the
United States

According to the passage, there are all together 6 members
in the JSC,

The Coast Guard didn’t belong to the Department of De-
fense before and was moved to it until very recently.

Both the Army Reserves and the Army National Guard are
managed by the federal government.

Both the Air Force and the Navy were separate Corps of
the Army before World War II,

Like the Army and Air Force, The Navy is supported in

times of need by the Reserves and the National Guard.

Self-sufficient though, the Marine Corps seek help from

the Navy for their logistical and administrative support.

In times of conflict, the President of the United States can

transfer part or all of the Coast Guard to the Department
of the Navy because it is a separate Corps of the Navy.

IL Translate the following sentences into Chinese,

1. The Department of Defense is headed by a civilian; the Secretary
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of Defense, who is appointed by the President of the United
States.

The primary difference between the two is that the Reserves are
“owned” and managed by the federal government, and each state
“owns” its own National Guard.

World War II showed that air power had much more potential
than simply supporting ground troops, so the Air Force was es-
tablished as a separate service,

The Navy’s primary mission is to maintain the freedom of the
seas, making it possible for the United States to use the seas
where and when national interests require it.

For combat operations, the Marines like to be self-sufficient, as
much as possible, so they also have their own air power, consis-
ting primarily of fighter and fighter/bomber aircraft and attack

helicopters.

IIL. Topics for discussion,

1.
2.

What’s the commanding structure of US military forces?

When and why was the Air Force established as a separate serv-
ice?

How do you understand “Marine Corps are often referred to as the

infantry of the Navy”?

http;//en. wikipedia. org/wiki/united states Military Academy
http. //www. about, com
http;//lcweb2. loc. gov/frd/cs/cshome, html



Text B

US Special Forces

Warfare now calls for a different type of soldier to be mentally
superior and creative, highly trained and physically tough, Alone
and part of a team, you’ll work in diverse conditions, act as a diplo-
mat, get the job done in hostile situations and, at times, establish
residence in a foreign country for months. These Soldiers are part of
the Army’s Special Forces (SF)—the Army’s most specialized ex-
perts in Unconventional Warfare. The United States Army Special
Forces, also known as Green Berets, is a Special Operations Force
(SOF) of the United States Army tasked with five primary missions:
unconventional warfare, foreign internal defense, special reconnais-
sance, direct action, and counter-terrorism. The first two emphasize
language, cultural, and training skills in working with foreign
troops. Other duties include combat search and rescue (CSAR), se-
curity assistance, peacekeeping, humanitarian assistance, humanitar-
ian demining, counter-proliferation, psychological operations, and
counter-drug operations; other components of the United States Spe-
cial Operations Command or other US government activities may also
specialize in these secondary areas, Their official motto is; To Liber-
ate the Oppressed, a reference to one of their primary missions,
training and advising foreign indigenous forces,

Unconventional Warfare

Special Forces have long employed the use of Unconventional
9



Warfare (UW), a. k. a. guerilla warfare, to train forces in enemy-
held or controlled territory. Unlike Direct Action, which is generally
a quick campaign, UW can last months, even years. UW missions
give the US Army time to enter a country covertly and build relation-
ships with local militia or natives, who are taught a variety of tactics
including subversion, sabotage, intelligence collection and unconven-
tional assisted recovery. By using UW training, the Army can possi-
bly prevent larger conventional attacks. And because of deep roots
set up by UW missions, other Special Forces tactics, like Direct Ac-
tion or Special Reconnaissance, can be launched quickly and seam-
lessly. One of the most prominent events in recent history to bring
the idea of Unconventional Warfare to the public mind is Operation
Enduring Freedom®. During this mission, the United States worked
alongside opposition forces in Afghanistan to bring down the Tali-
ban® regime and attempted to rid the country of al-Qaeda® fighters,
Operation Enduring Freedom was the United States’ response to the
September 11 attacks on the World Trade Center in New York and
the Pentagon building in Washington, D, C. During this time, Spe-
cial Forces worked with local militia to capture and detain Taliban
members to extract information to thwart future terrorist plots. Sol-
diers remain in Afghanistan today and continue their hunt for top al-
Qaeda officials, including Osama Bin Laden, who is thought to be
the mastermind behind the Sept. 11 attacks,

Foreign Internal Defense

When a nation needs to purge lawlessness or protect itself from
rogue nations, Special Forces’ Foreign Internal D_efense (FID) tactics
are put to use. But FID campaigns are also employed during times of

peace to help nations prepare for unwanted or unwarranted attacks
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by enemies. Green Berets organize, assist and train the military and
national defense forces of foreign nations. Those governments can
use the tactics to protect their citizens from aggressors. Special
Forces have been used over time to assist nations, especially during
the Cold War, to stop Communist advancement, Recently, however,
Special Forces have trained foreign governments to deal with drug
warlords and traffickers as well as the growing threat of terrorist
groups within their borders.

Special Reconnaissance

Before the US Army makes a strategic strike against an adver-
sary, Special Forces are sent behind enemy lines to run Special Re-
connaissance (SR) missions—covert, fact-finding operations to un-
cover information about the enemy. These intelligence-gathering ac-
tivities monitor as much about the enemy’s movement and operations
as possible and are considered by many to be the most important
Green Berets mission. Special Forces teams survey enemy camps,
machinery and weapons and send back the information to their com-
manders in order to best prepare for a strike. Special Reconnaissance
missions generally take place before any movement by our military.
Without that vital information, US Army Soldiers might be caught
off guard and unprepared when entering enemy territory. Special
Forces were sent into Afghanistan months before conventional forces
entered the country in hopes of toppling the Taliban and al-Qaeda
network spread throughout the country., Having information from
SR missions exponentially aided this effort,

Direct Action

Direct Action missions are short duration strikes that are used

when Special Forces want to seize, capture, recover or destroy ene-
11



