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Water Lilies Series, 2008, Oil Painting Canvas, 60 x 200cm
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Rosemary
— Chen Lan and her paintings

Wang Yuan

In the modern time, when people's reading habits which used to be ordered are becoming fractional
and flat, people who are influenced by the Internet are turning out to be out of patient. They need to
get interested in paintings and also be stimulated by all kinds of signs, then start to audit if the artist is
qualified to have a convincing solid foundation as well as an expression way when they are attracted by
some artworks. Just like to carve two sides of the coin, the one who succeeds in finding the balance
point between people's psychology and the painting experience can strive for the best reputation in the
shortest time. From this aspect, the emotion which is released from Chen Lan's artworks ensures that
she can constantly advance herself and be accepted.

Artists are of personality, but also of sex.

It's such a pity that the latter has been neglected consciously or unconsciously in the art history. In the
recent time, female scholars began to show up in the modern history. Therefore, shown in the records
from males' perspective, the talent of female artists was not admitted by half of the sky.

Similarly, the patrilineal way of expression or using 'he' for expression makes the traditional art history
described by the grand and manly words which are close to 'society’, 'times', 'creativity', and "revolution’,
while female temperament was always placed into a lyrical, aesthetic and feminine image( except
feminism). As a result of the limitation of visual threshold, female artists are thought to be simple and
excluded of the main stream historiography.

So, it owns it's unique value to watch more artworks created by the female artists, which may do a lot
to recover interior sensitivity, to relive our tensed emotion, to move indifferent nerves, to ease the
autism of the city, or even to stop considering living as a fight.

| do believe that there exist some standards surpassing sex, such as experienced technique, unique
language, emotional expression and also a good mastery of a certain subject.

Let's try to frame Chen Lan with the above standards, clear views are shown in her paintings subjected
with water lilies. Her emphasis on dealing with the relationship between light and color, her smoothly
and extensively drawing way, and her complicated depiction on the details make her keep her own
position in so many artists who focus on painting still lives or landscapes.

Beyond the sense of form, the temperament the artist owns is determinative. The style and life shown in
Chen Lan's works may seem wild and uncontrollable. Meanwhile, the purity of her oil paintings
illustrated by the way she constructs, not only is a talented advantage for her, but also a thing seldom
western artists who had spent their whole life can get rid of.

The water lilies she creates are said to be more beautiful in the darkness. People are accustomed to
watch flowers in the day time; however, they can see all kinds of water lilies both in the daytime and at
night, and both in spring and in autumn. It shows how wonderful her ability is to watch carefully and to
show fully. All these remind us to take more care of the ecology.
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When people casually pass by the West Lake, with breeze showing midsummer is coming while early
summer is leaving, flower buds, full blossomed flowers, boundless green leaves and red flowers can be
watched there. Although the flowers are not many enough to get touch to the sky, but are plenty
enough to cover the water in the lake. The smell of the lotus is present all over the air: It's much like the
God of Nature holding an annual celebration of birth in the center of the city, acting as a master of
ceremonies to the females or the motherhood.

Flowers blossom better under suppression. Of the West Lake, On four sides lotus blooms. on
three sides willows, Chen Lan makes an artful choose to use images for significatio, which not only fits
the city and Chen Lan's character, but also of certain technical difficulty. As a matter of fact, successful
artworks with the topic of lotuses are thought to be only created by Ba Da or Pan Tianshou who have
achieved great deals in Chinese ink and wash painting. For oil paintings, water lily is the topic only cared
by few artists such as Rossetti and Monnai. However, Chen Lan plunging right in and just doing it,
creating understandable and forgettable images for the spectators, illustrates that she is so talented and
courageous.

Water lilies is just one series of Chen Lan's creation. The landscape and still life painted by her seem
beyond the boundary, which benefits from her deep research and careful observation which cause her
moderately adjusting rhythm, transmitting her own emotion into factors in her artworks. What's over; if
there need to be a series of clear signs to add description to her signature, her smooth using of scraper
knife and massy ornament of colors show her flavor as well as her state of mind.

Out of Clear Water, Lotus Engraved by Nature. 'Nature' might be the word used for appreciating the
best paintings in China, but also a basic entrance to paintings. After watching Chen Lan who has spent

almost 20 years learning and practicing, but still being firm and steadfast to it, | do believe that there is
nothing can stop her from creating more beautiful flowers.

Written in September 2010, study room
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Meditative Mind of Water Lilies
Chen Lan

Water lily owns her meditative mind. Water
lily changes with time; She comes into bloom
in the evening and be in bud again till the
second noon, saying hello to elanviridity and
saying goodbye to apathy. Water lily hebaves
with her disposition; She lies above water, half
floating on the surface of water, while the
other half under it, just like seeing a world in a
grand of sand and a heaven in a wild flower.
Water lily keeps whatever she will be; She is
composed in a natural shape, never being
inordinate or unwilling, never rattled or
bouncy, just keep herself the Goddess in the
water. Water lily lets the fate decide; She
never loses her high restraint in the moon,
either gives up the freedom, keeping dirty far
away from her purity casually ...

These are how ease the water lilies are I've
ever found.

All these artworks show my real minds
combine with both my outer and inner
consciousness. On one hand, as the author of
the artworks, | have my insight of meditative
mind, showing the experience of the past life
as well as illustrating the capacity to catch the
subtle and sudden changes of the objects. On
the other hand, as a dancer, | have a passion
for different culture and as a result of it, the
enterprise, delicacy and attactivity ballet
contains integrate well with the casualty and
revery modern dance owns.

It seems magic, making the water lilies |
creates gleaming in time, shadowy and
gorgeous in the canvases. Therefore, | want to
be grateful to Art, to the Nature, which help
me create basing on water lilies, realize my
thoughts, understand life, and also keep my
mind in pure and saturnine just like water
lilies.
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Water Lilies Series, 2009, Oil Painting Canvas, 100 x 100cm ( Part of the Painting )
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Water Lilies Series, 2010, Oil Painting Canvas, 20 x 25cm ( Part of the Painting )
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Water Lilies Series, 2009, Oil Painting Canvas, 100 x 100cm
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