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Preface
Witness of Shanghai Expo

Wu Jun

hina made its formal entrance onto the stage of the Expo in 1982, when Den Xiaoping
proposed the socialist road with Chinese characteristics on the 12th session of People’ s
Congress. In December, 1982, Times put on its cover a manmade “Computer” as its “Person
of the Year” , and in the same month, Shanghai Customhouse used this “Computer” (called
“microcomputer” at that time) for statistics work. The Bund, having slept for so long a time,
woke and caught up with the trend of international technology.

In the end of 1999, the chief representative of China in International Exhibition Bureau declared
that China would bid for the World Expo 2010, and the bidding city would be Shanghai. To decide
for the location of the Expo Site became a crux while Shanghai was bidding for the Expo. Finnaly,
the Expo designers decided that the Expo site will be located in Pudong, where many pavillions
will be arranged along both banks of the Huangpu River.

Finally, however, the unexpected plan from students coincided with the impulsion of Shanghai to
change the pattern of the city center. The location in this plan was in accordance with the very
start of the opening location in Shanghai more than a century ago, the cradle of Chinese modern
national industry, and the strategic idea of developing Pudong area. The Huangpu River, after
experienced so much, will start anew for holding the Expo.

Walking in the Expo Site, the second workshop in Jiangnan Shipyard had already stopped making
new ships. Planners of the Expo Site tried to explore their inspiration from drawings drew in 1867.
The kindling of the third branch of Shanghai Bao Steel was taken out and kept in a hurricane lamp,
waiting for lightening the new workshop.

The steelmaking workshop which was inspected by Prime Minister Zhou Enlai in 1958 was
transformed into the Performance Center and the wharfs on both sides of the river have
contributed so much for the prosperity of our country. Now, Shanghai is in a crucial moment to
develop itself, and the giant ship,"the Expo", will set sail here.

Note: The article was written in the spring of 2004, when the author, along with Lu Tie, the photographer, was taking
photos and recording Pudong and Puxi which were to become the Expo Site. The article was modified in the summer of 2010,
when the curtain of the Expo 2010 Shanghai China was already raised.
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The Third Branch of Shanghai Bao Steel Corporation, 2002
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Small Trains in the Factory, 2002



