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The Adventures of Robin Hood

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

oward Pyle was born on March 5, 1853, in Wilmington,
HDelaware. While growing up, he developed a talent for
writing and drawing. He felt he was especially good at writ-
ing for children.

Soon enough, his stories began to get published, some with
his own illustrations. He also began painting murals. The
Merry Adventures of Robin Hood was published in 1883, fol-
lowed by Otto of the Silver Hand and The Story of the Cham-
pions of the Round Table.

In 1910, at the age of fifty-seven, Pyle traveled with his
family to Italy to study the works of old masters of the arts.
Tragically, after only one year abroad, Pyle died on Novem-
ber 9, 1911, in Florence, Italy.
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The Adventures of Robin Hood

1

ROBIN FORMS HIS BAND

In merry old England during the time of good King Henry
the Second, a famous outlaw named Robin Hood lived near
the town of Nottingham. He was the finest archer in the land
and dwelled in the depths of Sherwood Forest with his band of
merry men. One hundred and forty strong, they were outlaws
who lived a carefree life hunting the king’s deer, competing
against one another in archery' contests, and staging mock fights
with stout cudgels. Robin and his men were beloved by the
people because they never tumed down anyone who needed help.

Robin was not always an outlaw. One bright morning in
the month of May, when he was a lad of eighteen, his life
was changed forever.

The sun had just risen. Robin was on his way from
Locksley Town to Nottingham to enter an archery contest
declared by the Sheriff of Nottingham. Robin walked along
a forest path whistling a tune, with a stout bow made of yew
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The Adventures of Robin Hood

wood and a quiver filled with yard-long arrows on his back.
As he rounded a turn, he met a group of foresters feasting
and drinking in the shade of a tree.

“Hello, little lad with the penny bow and four-for-a-penny
arrows,” a forester called with a mocking laugh. “Where
might you be going?”

Robin’s face reddened. He shook his bow at the men. “My
bow and my arrows are as good as any of yours,” he said
angrily. “As for where I’m going, I am off to Nottingham to
compete for the prize offered by our good sheriff.”

“Listen to this lad,” the forester said. “He is still wet be-
hind the ears, yet he says he will shoot against skilled men.
Ho! I doubt if he can even pull a real archer’s bow.”

“I’ll bet twenty silver coins I can hit a mark at one hun-
dred yards,” Robin shot back.

The forester stepped forward. “Well boasted, little lad, but
you know there is no target to make your wager.”

“@Give him a cup of milk and send him on his way,” an-
other said.

Robin’s anger grew. He scanned the woods for a target. A
herd of deer grazing in a clearing one hundred yards away
caught his eye. “Hark! I have found my target,” he exclaimed.
“I will drop the finest stag.”

10
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The forester who chided Robin put his hand on his purse.
“Done!” he shouted. “Here are twenty coins that say you’ll

miss.”

Robin placed the tip of his bow against his foot and bent it
sharply to string it. He took a long arrow from his quiver and
fit it to his bow. He raised the bow and drew the gray goose
feather to his ear. The string sang as the arrow flew as straight
as a sparrow hawk to its target. The largest stag in the herd
fell to the ground with Robin’s arrow in its chest. “Ha!” Robin
crowed. “I’ll take that purse now.”

The foresters were stunned. Instead of praise, they heaped
scorn on the young bowman. The man who accepted Robin’s
bet was angry. “I’ll beat your hide before I give you my purse,”
he said, waving a heavy club. “Now get out of here before we’re
all upon you.”

“You’ve killed one of the king’s deer,” another forester
said. “That’s against the law.”

“Catch him!” shouted a third. “We’ll see he gets his ears
clipped for what he’s done.”

“Let him go,” said another. “He’s only a lad.”

Robin glared at the men but said nothing. His anger burned
hot beneath his tunic, and it took all the strength he could
muster to control it. He turned his back on the foresters and
started down the path.
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The forester who lost the bet was humiliated. He strung
his bow and fit an arrow to it. “Let this hurry you along, little
lad,” he cried. He drew the string and shot.

The arrow wooshed past Robin’s ear. If the man had not
drunk so much wine, it would have hit him. Robin spun on his
heels. He drew his own bow and sent an arrow back in return.
“If you think I’'m not an archer, think again,” he shouted.

The arrow went straight to its mark. The forester fell with
a cry and lay still. When the others looked up from their fallen
comrade, Robin was gone. A few men ran after him but
quickly changed their minds upon realizing they might meet
the same fate as the dead man.

Robin raced through the greenwood. His joy had turned to
sorrow, and his heart was sick because he had killed a man.
“Why did I pass this way?” he cried, blaming himself for the
tragedy. “I would rather cut off my own finger than have this
happen.”

He slowed to a walk and covered his face with his hand.
When he took it away, he felt changed. “What’s done is done,”
he said calmly. “A broken egg cannot be mended.” He turned
his back on Nottingham. His youth was behind him. His future
was set.

A handsome reward was put on Robin’s head for killing
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the forester and poaching the king’s deer. He was outlawed
and forced to live like a fugitive in the forest. He would never
again enjoy happy days with his young friends of Locksley
Town. The Sheriff of Nottingham vowed to bring Robin Hood
to the king’s court for justice. He wanted the reward for
himself, but he also wanted revenge because the slain for-
ester had been his relative.

Robin hid in Sherwood Forest for a year. He was joined
by over one hundred men who were escaping the wrongs and
oppression felt under the king’s rule. Some had poached deer
to keep from starving, some had their land taken by the king,
and others had been cheated by the rich and powerful. The
outlaw band chose Robin as its leader. They vowed to return
the high taxes, excessive rents, and wrongful fines taken from
the poor by greedy barons, knights, and squires. They pledged
to undo injustice and to protect women and children. People
soon realized that Robin and his merry men were not
dangerous. In fact, they were just like the townspeople
themselves.

One morning, Robin spoke to his men as they sat beneath the
giant oak in the center of their camp. “We have had no sport for
two weeks,” he said, “so I am off to find adventure.” He patted
a small bugle tied to his belt. “If I should find it and need your
help, listen for three blasts on my horn and come quickly.”

He turned away with a wave of his hand and stepped into
the deep forest.
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